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Aninvitation arrives for the “Savoury Snack Summit 08", being stagediin Brusselson
E 3 huly, “with networking dinner on 2 July”. One carmot help suspecting that the European
B Snacks Association is gefting a bit above tself Who are they to have a dinner? if they want to
“network”, surely they shoutd do so over a cheese straw and a packet of crisps. Oris the dinner
an adraissionthat snacks, for alltheirmerits, ane just et substantial encugh - certainly where

| Brussels lohbying is concerned.

SPIDERMAN Richard Medic

M .D.ma P

is arrested by Brussels pelice {main picture}, but manages o getthe message across {Insert

Subsidiarity man fails to do spider tricks

A campaign by the Association of
Eurcpean Regions (AER} to draw at-
tention to the importance of sub-
gidiarity failed to get off the ground on
Monday (1 May). The AER wants to
get greater official recognition of the
word “subsidiarity”. AER complains,
among cther things, that subsidiarity
is not to befound in some dictionaries
and wrongly defined in several others.

As part of the carpaigh, AER
spokesman Richard Medic was planning
to climb up the Résidence Palace build-

ing an Monday and wnfir] s barmet pro-
clziming “Subsidiarity is a word”. The
buflding, opposite the Commissions
Beslaymont headquarters and next t
o Justus Lipsias, home of Council of
Ministers, is temporarity dersliet while
excavations for anew railway station are

on
1n the event, Medic was arrested by
the Relgian police who put him under
administrative arrest for eight hours.
He had sought permission for his
cimb from the building contractor

and wes told that be needed approval
from the Belgian government agency,
Régie des Bitiments. When he wasar-
rested, the Brussels police told Medic
he also needed the permission of the
mayor of Brussels {the subsidiarity of
Belgian regional govermment knows
nobomnds). The police have confiscat-
ed the banner, which cost €1,000, That
may yst thwart AERS plan to hang the
banner from the front of the office of
the Spanish vegion of Valencia in rue
dela Loi.

Bosnia is being made to wait
until mid-June before sign-
ing a pre-membership Sta-
bilisation and Association
Agreement (SAA) with the
EU. An apreement between
the EU and Serbia was
rushed through on 29 April,
even though Bosnia had
met the B conditions and
Sarbia has not.

What explains the differ-
ence? A diplomat from a
eountry which should be fa-
rniliar with the intricacies of
the Hnguistic situation in
what was once Yagoslavia at
first attributed the differ-
ence to transiation prob-
lems, pointing out that Ser-
bia had one official language
- Serbian - while Bosnia
had three: Bosnian, Croat-
ian and Serbian,

But doesnt boiling three
eggs take the same time ag
boiling one? Dimitr} Rupel
(pictured), Stovenia’s for
eign minister, then
blamed it on
“echnical check-
g of the text -
the process of
ensuring  thal
transations of
the English
text of the
5A4 into the

 Balkan language lessons

three official langnages of
Bosnia and Serbia and the
other 22 languages of the
EU are accurate and make
legal sense. But given that
Bosnia’s text has been aveil-
able since early December,

» when it was initialled, why

whas this not done before?
Pressed on the issue and as-
sured of anonymity, adiplo-
mat finally confessed that
Bosnia was “not a priority™.
© None of this bodes well
for those who would like to
curb the proliferation of of-
ficial languages in the EU.
Serbs tend to use the Cyril-
e alphabet, but otherwise
the differences between
Bosnian, Croatian and Ser-
.. bian are hard to
7%, spot. Butthe BU

ences there are.,
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