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The Schuman Plan

9 May 1950

ECSC

1951

Treaty of Rome

1957

First Enlargement

1973

First direct elections of 
the EP

1979

Second Enlargement

1981
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Single European Act

1986

Third enlargement

1986

Treaty of Maastricht 
European Union

7 Feb 1992

Single European 
Market

1 Jan 1993

Fourth Enlargement

1995 

Treaty of Amsterdam

17 June 1997
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Treaty of Nice
2001

€uro is introduced
2002

Treaty establishing a 
Constitution for 

Europe signed in Rome
29 October 2004

Fifth Enlargement

2004

France and The 
Netherlands reject the 

Treaty

Sixth Enlargement

2007
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Signature of Lisbon 
Treaty

13 December 2007

Treaty enters into force
1 December 2009
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Key provisions of the Lisbon Treaty

•Citizens Initiative

•More areas where the co-decision procedure is foreseen

•In the Council, qualified majority voting will be extended

•President of European Council, elected for a maximum of five 
years

•Euro as EU’s currency (ECB becomes EU Institution)
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•New provisions strengthening the EU’s ability to fight 
international cross border crime, illegal immigration, trafficking of 
people, arms and drugs

•Reinforced cooperation on: climate change + energy

•Social policy + human rights

•High Representative for Foreign and Security Policy/Vice 
President of the EC

Key provisions of the Lisbon Treaty
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The new European Parliament

•More power!
“European Parliament exercises legislative and budgetary 
functions jointly with the Council”

•More responsibility!
EP will elect the President of the EC

•EP is composed of “citizens of the Union” and not “people of the
States”

•Number of MEP limited to 750 + 1
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EP President
Mr. Jerzy Buzek

Committees 
Permanent and ad hoc

Secretariat

Political Parties
Secretariat

National Delegations

MEPs

Info and contacts
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The new Council (also referred as Council of Minister)

•Shares lawmaking and budgetary powers with the EP

•A system known as “double majority” will be introduced from 2014

•Transparency criterion: “The Council shall meet in public when
deliberates and votes on a draft legislative act”

•Council’s Presidency: 3 Member States – 18 months

•The minister of the Member States meet within the Council of the
European Union

•Is responsible for decision-making and co-ordination
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The European Council / Summit

•Becomes a full EU Institution

•Still composed of the heads of state or government of the member
States + its President + Commission President (+ High 
Representative)

•Provides the Union with the necessary impetus for its development 
and defines the general political directions and priorities thereof

•Meets twice every six months
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The President of the European Council

Mr. Herman VAN ROMPUY 

•President elected by a qualified majority for 2 and ½ years! – The 
President represent the EU externally

•Art. 15(6): The President:
- chairs the European Council;
- ensures the preparation and continuity of the work of the European

Council in Cooperation with the President of the EC;
- endeavors to facilitate  cohesion and consensus within the 

European Council;
- presents a report to the European Parliament after each of the

meetings of the European Council
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High Representative of the Union for Foreign 
and Security Policy

Vice-President of the Commission
Mrs. Catherine ASHTON

•Combines two existing figures

•Art. 18 and 27:
- conducts the Union’s common foreign and security policy;
- presides over the Foreign Affairs Council;
- ensures the consistency of the Unions external action;
- represents the Union for matters relating to the common foreign

and security policy



EU

The European Commission

•The EC represent, independently, the interests of the European
Union as a whole!

•It’s the only EU institution with the general power to initiate
proposal for legislation

• enforces the Union’s policies, ensures that the budget is
implemented, manages EU programs, makes sure that the treaties
are applied properly

•27 members, one from each Member State 
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The European 
Commission
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27 Members of the Commission

Directorate Generals and Services

Cabinets
Info and contacts
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Types of legislation

Regulations directly applicable in all Member 
States’

of “general application”

Binding in its entirety
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Types of legislation

Regulations

Binding, as to result to be achieved!

Binding in its principle

Directives
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Types of legislation

Regulations

Shall be binding in its entirety upon 
those to whom it is addressed

Directives

Decisions
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Types of legislation

Regulations

Having no binding forceDirectives

Decisions

Recommendations and opinions

Do NOT formally 
constitute part of EU 
Law
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Co-Decision Procedure

• Is the standard procedure under the Lisbon Treaty
• Council and Parliament on equal foot sharing the 

legislative power. Both Institutions carry out up to three 
readings

• If Council and Parliament cannot agree on a piece of 
proposed legislation, it is put before a conciliation 
committee

• Conciliation Committee composed of equal numbers of 
Council and Parliament representatives
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Proposal from EC to EP and the Council

First reading in the EP, which adopts an 
opinion with or without amendments 

First reading by Council, which either:

Adopts the text approved 
by the EP, with QMV

Does NOT adopt the text and 
adopts a COMMON 

POSITION with QMV

PROPOSAL ADOPTED
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Second reading in the EP

Approve the
common 
position

Not take any 
decision

Reject the 
common 

position by 
an absolute 

majority

Propose 
amendments 
to common 
position by 
an absolute 

majority

ADOPTED ADOPTED NOT 
ADOPTED
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Second reading in the Council, which can

Approve EP amendments Not approve EP amendments

ADOPTED Council, in agreement with EP President, 
convenes CONCILIATION COMMITEE
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Conciliation Committee can:

Fail to agree on a joint text Approve a joint text and submit 
it to Council and EP

NOT ADOPTED
Both agree in 
max 6 weeks

Fail to agree in 
max 6 weeks
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