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AER Survey on the

education of migrant and travelling children

Rationale

Education is a major pre-condition to make the EU "the most competitive and dynamic knowledge-based economy in the world". But demographic change and an ageing society in Europe are two central challenges for our future and the future of the model of social market economy. Migration can make an important contribution to ensuring that Europe remains a dynamic area as well as to safeguarding the social security of generations to come. However, in order for migrants to fully develop their potential and to contribute to the social, cultural and economic enrichment of Europe, integration policies need to be improved. Education plays a central role in this process.

Against this backdrop, and in order to achieve the abovementioned objectives, AER Committee 3 currently carries out a survey on the education of migrant and travelling children. This survey marks the starting point and the basis of AER’s future initiatives in this area. The best practices we identify from the contributions received will serve multiple purposes.

Answers to the questionnaire's key issues

From the replies received hitherto, the following findings and best practices are of particular interest:

Regional situation

· Different schemes are developed according to local needs but guided by national strategy
· Work on migrants is often done in partnership with a wide range of agencies and services
· Some answers stated the lack of available data

How to assure the outreach to migrant children and the flow of information about them

· Distance learning with e-projects
· Outreach and sharing of information on travelling patterns
· Linking-up with other authorities and schools so that education can happen smoothly
Best practices

· One-stop shop for migrants to obtain information and build social links (Amber Initiative)

· Initiative for schools in partnership with the Equality & Diversity Service (i.e. Community Cohesion Project)

· Early Years Support through liaison between different agencies and services

· Outreach to Circus & Fairgrounds to support distance learning

· Dual language non-fiction books (The polish connection)

Role of AER

· Building links and improving communication between regions of origin and receiving regions
· Sharing experience in teacher training for minority languages

· Examples of best practice on information exchange

· Sharing experience between the regions on the cooperation with minority communities and how they can organize themselves in order to act according to their specific needs.
Appeal

The work on the survey and best practices is a long term project. Therefore, Committee 3 continues to welcome all contributions. The questionnaire and background information can be found at: http://www.aer.eu/en/main-issues/education-training/edu-migrant-children.html
(
Highlighting the Answers

First answers for the questionnaire on the education of migrant and traveling children have arrived. Based on the situation from several regions that kindly took the time of replying AER, we present you a preliminary analysis.

The most interesting aspect up to now is that there are great differences in the way regions cope with the need for education solutions for migrant children. Some of them acknowledge migration as being of major importance, whereas others overlook it, as they have no research to outline the regional situation in this matter.

The Republic of Srpska pointed out an aspect that also concerns many other regional authorities throughout Europe. They notice that, since migrants and travelers are rarely organized, they do not express interest or demand for assistance in the education of their children. 

It is, most of the times, the task of already existing regional organizations to promote and support the education rights and integration of migrating and traveling pupils. These organizations have solid relations to the local community and constant presence in the region, as opposed to the migrating families. When such initiatives or support groups are absent, it could be that offering special education to migrant and traveling children is not of major importance or just that it is overlooked by regional administration since many times statistical data is also lacking.

Cornwall, Hampshire and Devon, for example, have hold of statistics on migrating and traveling people in their area, at a much higher extent than regions in other countries. Great Britain is a good example for a comprehensive multi-level approach to the situation of migrant and traveling children, as the matter is analyzed also at a national level and not only regional. In the case of Romania, Malta and Bulgaria, the matter is handled at a national level and not at a regional one.

Migrant pupils are encouraged to use their first language in school, when possible, and also to take part in groups and events, which should help them to easier integrate in the local community. In the UK, a Government department monitors and guides regional authorities in the delivery of services for migrant workers and traveler children. Funding is included in the Ethnic Minority Achievement Grant.

Hampshire, Devon and Cornwall consider that some of the most burning matters to be solved are those of racism targeted towards migrant children and that of proper housing. Also, they work with local support groups linked with schools and with authorities in order to raise awareness and to reduce cultural gaps.

Hampshire puts great accent on encouraging these pupils to preserve their cultural identity and use their mother language. For this, the UK government has developed guidance on 'Every Language Matters' (March 2008). This region also has partnerships with schools and with voluntary groups, such as “family learning”, reading workshops for bilingual parents and their children, as well as after school or homework clubs.

The answering British regions offer most solutions for helping traveling children, since the matter is handled both at a regional and at a national level. They have statistics about two categories of travelers - Romany and White Irish Travelers - but also on showmen, fairground and 'new age' Travelers. Most authorities in England have a strategy for Gypsy and Traveler education and many regions have a Traveler Education Service.

The preliminary results of the survey show that some regions, such as Tirol and Steiermark, have developed only a few targeted solutions aimed at providing superior education for migrant and traveling children, which take place outside school. Their actions are of small extent and not institutionalized, but are present as supplementary activities for migrant and traveling children.

The regions of Republic of Srpska, Flevoland and Oberoesterrich have no special policies concerning migrant and traveling children and usually offer no additional language support. They consider the efforts of the migrant and traveling individuals to be the main solution, since local organizations and institutions do not concentrate their attention in this matter at a large extent.

Some of the best practices of the preliminary results are listed below:

· Excellence and Enjoyment: learning and teaching for bilingual children in the primary years (DFES) (at a national level for all British regions)

· Race Relations (Amendment) Act provides a framework for schools/local authorities to carry out statutory duties to provide equality of opportunity, tackle unlawful racial discrimination, promote good relations between members of different ethnic communities (at a national level for all British regions)

· A New Arrivals Excellence Programme (Hampshire)

· Support for advanced bilingual learners, asylum seekers and refugees (Hampshire)

· Assessment of English as an additional language (Hampshire)

· The Amber Initiative - a one-stop shop which offers information and social links (Cornwall)

· The Community Cohesion Project - an initiative for schools in partnership with the Equality & Diversity Service (Cornwall)

· Early Years Support (Cornwall)

· The Outreach to Circus & Fairgrounds, meant to support distance learning (Cornwall)

· Games and activities for enhancing integration in the local community (Tirol)

· A website with learning materials, language courses and intercultural information meant to help migrant children to easier adjust to the new environment (Tirol)

· A service that responds to all referrals from schools receiving new arrivals. The service also works with staff in targeted schools to improve results for underachieving groups (Hampshire) 

· Pilot project “8UNG fur ALLE” (Steiermark)

· In order to combat isolation, the Devon EAL Service (English as an Additional Language Service) has developed a range of approaches (all in Devon):

· Video conferencing opportunities with staff and pupils in Poland

· Network sessions in which pupils from different schools come together as preparation for taking GCSE in Polish

· Art workshops for Polish pupils and other monolingual peers; pupils come together for art workshops around cultural issues relevant to their cultural background

· Resources which advise teachers on how to support migrant pupils

· Dual language Chinese resource

· Welcome to Devon - Migrant Worker Welcome Pack 

Preliminary results show a small number of regions that consider the education of migrant and traveling children as being an important issue. Many times, there is no statistical information to tell to which extent the regions need to pay interest into the matter and which strategy is better for their situation. Opposed to this, in the UK, there exist national and regional statistics based on which the responding regions developed solutions adapted to their particular status.
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