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Developments on the AER Website

The AER website and Intranet are currently under development and will offer more interactivity as well as new opportunities for members to exchange information and publicise their regions and activities.

Personalised login and Access to the new Intranet

A new interface has been created offering members in the future the possibility to create and administer their own profile and preferences. Depending on their status (members or not), users will be granted more or less extensive rights to access webpages and documents. Priviledged access can be obtained through an application procedure for a username (normally the person's e-mail address) and password (assigned by the AER) (see: top left of any page):


2nd screen:
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One significant change in relation to the personalised login will be the disappearance of the old intranet and its incorporation to the normal webpages. Documents previously found on the intranet will be available on the page of the event or subject they are linked to.
During the present transition period and until members will be officially invited to apply for a personalised login, the username and password of the old intranet
 are valid for access to both, the old intranet (which is still accessible but not updated any longer) and the priviledged acces to the new webpages.

Once successfully logged in, the documents for the consultation procedure concerning the new AER structures for example will appear on Committee D's page for Umeå, which otherwise would not be accessible.
New website functions and orientations

A certain number of new functions, some of them only accessible to members, has been/will be added to the AER website. These are, among others:

· the possibility to register on-line for AER events

By mid-2006, it will be possible to register online for AER events by using an online registration form and the personalised login details.

· the creation of discussion forums

Thematic discussion groups are an excellent opportunity for members of cooperation networks, of a working group or persons interested in a particular subject to regularly update each other on recent developments, to discuss these and to seek advice from other regions active in the same field.

The added value of a discussion forum, as compared to regular e-mails, is that:

· The e-mails exchanged are saved on the discussion forum -> members can thus follow the history of the debates.

· Sub-themes can be created under each discussion forum, thereby allowing for the monitoring of various aspects of the debate

· Discussion forums encourage members to contribute on their own initiative and get into direct contact with each other.

· It is possible to attach documents to the mails sent to other members, a feature which is not common for discussion forums.

There are of course a number of possibilities regarding the level of access to these forums and the extent to which they are moderated.

Members are kindly invited to propose Committee D topics where discussion forums should be created.

Members of working groups and networks active in Committee D will consider in their forthcoming meeting how a discussion forum could facilitate their work.

· Regions’ Space - Exchange of best practices

Besides a link to their own webpage, member regions will get a possibility to display their own information (press releases, partner searches, podcasts [video, sound] etc.) and to promote best practice. The pages concerning best practice will be:

· based on a specific topic (for example cultural diversity; education for minority communities, digital libraries, eLearning)

· completed and updated by the member regions directly, by filling in an online form.

Members are kindly invited to propose topics for best practices pages.

· Rss feeds

Web feeds provide free web content and are widely used by the (mostly professional or semi-professional) weblog community  to share the latest entries' headlines or their full text, and even attached multimedia files. In addition to facilitating syndication, they allow a website's frequent readers to track updates on the site using an aggregator.

RSS in particular is a means for delivery of web feeds in form of an XML file called an RSS feed, webfeed, RSS stream, or RSS channel. It functions according to the principle of a subscription, i.e. the information is sent automatically. RSS feed offers also the possibility to streamline information into other webpages.

In order to obtain automatic and realtime delivery of RSS feeds, the user may need to install a specific programme (for example "AlertInfo"). Recent e-mail programmes or web browsers may already incorporate the corresponding function.

The AER has created two RSS feeds concerning the features

- "News" http://www.a-e-r.org/rss-news/rss-feeds/rss.xml
- and "Events and meetings" http://www.a-e-r.org/rss-meetings/rss-feeds/rss.xml

Their access can be obtained via the AER homepage:
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For more information on RSS feeds:

EN - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RSS_%28file_format%29
FR - http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Really_Simple_Syndication
DE - http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rss
As far as the new opportunities are concerned, we would welcome members’ feedback as to how these could be used in order to improve the work of Committee D.

We also invite members to submit proposals that would aim at enriching the website or easening the members work through further developments.

Strasbourg, 2nd May 2006
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� Please contact the General Secretariat, in case you should not dispose of the old access information.





6 rue Oberlin F-67000 STRASBOURG 

Tel: +33 (0)3 88 22 07 07 - Fax: +33 (0)3 88 75 67 19

E-mail: secretariat@a-e-r.org - Website: www.a-e-r.org



	





