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Plenary meeting of AER Committee D

Umea, 5th May 2006

Draft Minutes

Committee D held its 27th meeting on 4th & 5th May 2006 in Umea under the chair of Committee President Johanna MIKL-LEITNER, Minister for Youth of Niederösterreich (A).

The following member Regions were present:

Arges (RO), Baden-Württemberg (D), Baranya (H), Catalunya (E), Dalarna (S), Devon (GB), Dolj (RO), Dubrovnik & Neretva (HR), Elbasan (AL), Etelä-Karjala (FIN), Etelä-Pohjanmaa (FIN), Fyn (DK), Hampshire (GB), Hercegovina-Neretva (BIH), Jämtland (S), Kärnten (A), Luzern (CH), Malopolskie (PL), Niederösterreich (A), Niedersachsen (D), Olomoucky (CZ), Örebro (S), Slaskie (PL), Somerset (GB), Steiermark (A), Troms (N), Tulcea (RO), Västerbotten (S), Västra Götaland (S), Vestfold (N), Vojvodina (SCG), West Sussex (GB), Wielkopolskie (PL)

The following organisation was present:
Universität Graz (A)

County Commissioner Levi Bergström, Chairman of the the Västerbotten County Council Executive Board, welcomed the participants and presented the Region of Västerbotten as well as the work of its County Council.

Committee President MIKL-LEITNER thanked Mr BENGSTRÖM on behalf of Committee D. Opening the meeting, she underlined the importance of youth and education in the view of innovation.

	Agenda Item
	Action/Decision

	1. Adoption of the Agenda

The revised agenda was unanimously adopted.
	

	2. Approval of the minutes of the meeting in Besançon (15th September 2005)

The minutes were unanimously adopted.
	

	3. Reports on recent meetings and important developments

· Looking back at the Eurodyssey conference (Besançon, 16th September 2005), Secretary General Klaus KLIPP recalled the origins and functioning of the Eurodyssey programme and highlighted its value with regard to the personal development of the trainees, the degree of satisfaction they state concerning their traineeships as well as the increased employability and chances on the labour market. Following the conference, 16 new Regions have expressed their interest to join the programme.

· Committee President MIKL-LEITNER stressed that it had been decided at the last meeting in Besançon to re-establish the Sub-Committee on Media & Information Technology.

· Committee President MIKL-LEITNER introduced the new Committee Secretary, Mr Martin MÜHLECK who will take up his functions on 1st July 2006.

· Committee President MIKL-LEITNER made a report on the subsidiarity conference « Europe starts at home » (St. Pölten, 19th April 2006) which had been organised under the Austrian EU Presidency. In the conclusions of the conference, the European Union has been asked to respect subsidiarity and to involve Regions and local authorities as early as possible in the drafting of regulations, directives and laws but also to reduce their numbers. Furthermore, the Committee of the Regions should get intensively involved and the national parliaments should become aware of their control function and network internationally. The future EU Presidencies have been asked to follow up this issue.

· Dr Eugen SCHERER (Niederösterreich) invited the participants to a workshop on « Cultural heritage and new technologies » which will be organised in cooperation with the Working community of the Danube regions and Committee D from 18th to 20th October 2006 in Vienna. The meeting agenda will in particular deal with the rescue and preservation of cultural heritage as well as gentle tourism and the ways and means to secure financing.

· Committee Vice-President Bela BOKOR (Baranya) invited the participants to a conference of regional ministers for culture on « The European culture - the culture of the future » to take place on 25th May 2006 in Pécs which will focus on the role of cultural regions and sub-regions. The aim will be for cultural experts to be able to provide a better quality of service answering European quality standards.

· Secretary General Klaus KLIPP informed the participants on a meeting with EU Commissioner WALLSTRÖM which had been an opportunity to discuss in particular the the Commission’s « Plan D ». On this occassion, Committee had handed over the « White paper » it had elaborated in this context which had led to 22 proposals for action.

· Secretary General Klaus KLIPP invited Committee D to designate a representative and speaker for

· For the structured dialogue meeting on 20th June 2006 in Brussels with Commissioner Jan FIGEL on "The European Policy of Education and Culture: its contribution to the success of the Lisbon Strategy – the role of regions and cities".

· A meeting of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities in Europe on 31st May 2006 on "young entrepeneurship spirit"

· Secretary General Klaus KLIPP drew the participants attention to the conference « Regions and Cities : Partners for Growth and Jobs » which will take place on 1st & 2nd June 2006 in Barcelona and the call for proposals for pilot projects 2006 in the field of « promotion of active European citizenship » (deadline 31st May 2006).
	AER member regions are invited to consider the advantages of the programme and to join.

Regions are invited to register for the workshop.

Regions are invited to register for the conference.

Participants/members are invited to volunteer in order to represent Committee D in both events.

Mr Erik SEDIG (Västerbotten) volunteered and will be representing the AER in Brussels.

	4. Preparation of the elections at the General Assembly

Secretary General Klaus KLIPP informed the participants on the programme and topic « Think global – act regional. Demystifying Globalisation » of the forthcoming General Assembly on 9th & 10th November 2006 in Palma de Mallorca.
	

	5. Presentation on the AER Task Force meetings: work results and proposals for the future structure of the AER

In recalling the history of the initiative and presenting the proposals for the future structures, Secretary General Klaus KLIPP insisted that the defined priorities were to be considered independently from the Committee structure. Below the level of the Sub-Committees, each Committee would decide on its internal structure.

A long debate developed
. In their comments, the participants very much critisized the absence of culture, education, youth and media from the priorities. They considered these to be the basic and tradtional values of the AER. They could not see how this proposal had taken account of the concerns they had expressed during the last meeting and how a Committee could deal with these topics if they were not mentioned in the priorities.

They also questioned the fact whether, under the future Committee 3 (now Committee D), there should be a separate standing Committee for international and interregional cooperation. They took the view that these items were to be considered a strategy rather than a content and should therefore be integrated in each policy area. Mr KLIPP said that they had been expressly mentioned in order to establish the lead responsibility for these areas.

Participants also wondered if adding an additional layer (the Standing Committees) would not mean more complicated structures, more meetings and more work. They were doubtful of the logistic support, these structures would get.

In the discussion, participants put forward different proposals for the definition of the priorities and the future structure as well as for the distribution or combination of topics in order to take account of the interests of Committee and to include them under the future Committee 3. Gender and youth issues were considered to be cross-cutting.

It was also pointed out that, as a political and members organisation, the structures of the AER should allow for a certain extent of flexibility. Doubts were expressed concerning imbalances in the possible workload of the Committees.

It was decided that Dr Eugen SCHERER send a summary of the contributions to the participants and members of Committee D which they can comment on. On the basis of the comments, President MIKL-LEITNER will consult with the chairpersons of the Sub-Committees and agree a position in view of the Task Force and Bureau meetings in Sarajevo (15 & 16 June).
	Dr Scherer to send a summary to Com D + participants. President Mikl-Leitner to coordinate with chairs of Sub-Committees on the basis of comments.

	6. Exchange of views concerning the future of the AER website and its possible developments

On the basis of the note prepared by the General Secretariat, Mr KLIPP presented the recent developments (personalised acces, discussion forums, multimedia platform for presentation of the regions and their press releases, best practices, partner search, online registration).

Mr KLIPP took the opportunity to mention an AER initiative aiming at launching through a press network a European wide debate in the media on topics of interest to the regions.

President MIKL-LEITNER wished that a multimedia presentation of the AER website take place at the next meeting.
	

	7. Reporting back on the Youth Team and Sub-Committee meetings

Sub-Committee on Education & Training (spokesperson: Kaj NØRHOLM, Chairman of the Sub-Committee)

· Use of IT in schools (integration in education) – from the kindergarten to university:

Mr Orla DUEDAHL (Fyn) had made a presentation on the use of ICT in education and learning by focusing on CSCL (computer supported collaborative learning) for knowledge building, the use of an electronic and a meta thinking platform (octopus thinking).

He also had presented the pilot of a questionnaire in order to raise awareness and inventory the growing need with regard to web-based sharing of ideas but also concerning competences in the use of ICT as well as information selection and knowledge building.

As the other agenda items had been closely linked to each other, they had been discussed together: 

Further issues:

· closer cooperation between universities and regional enterprises by building bridges for expert contributions from economy and traineeships. The discussion of this issue will be deepened during the autumn meeting.

· elite universities and European Institute of Technology: the dangers of "brain drain" have been discussed. Further information on the issue will be collected until the next meeting for further discussion. Elite universities, university competition and access to universities will also be the topic for a conference to be organised in 2008. In order to underpin the preparation, a working group on Scientific networks has been established, composed of David KIRK (Hampshire), Tore MELLBERG (Örebro), Daniela TARNITA (Dolj), Mikael JOOS (Dalarna), Karin Gafert (Niedersachsen). President MIKL-LEITNER mentioned the creation of an elite universitiesin her home town which could probably provide input.

· teachers' competences in all stages of education: an investigation will be carried in order to identify means to avoid that teachers teach subjects in which they are not competent.

· Dr Renate METLAR (Steiermark) had launched the idea of a competition for lifelong learning. To this end, a working group had been established including Tore MELLBERG (Örebro), Saxon SPENCE (Devon), Eugen SCHERER (Niederösterreich), Daniel HUBER (Luzern). Interested person are welcome to join. Renate METLAR will make available an e-mail information.

· education for migrants: The difficulties to get reliable and comparable information on the students' level of proficiency have been discussed and the possibility to create a transnational certificate which would describe the students' profile in order to allow for adapting teaching. Cllr Saxon SPENCE (Devon) hoped that the work would also include the children of all sorts of travelling and migrant communities and that it would build on the experience Devon has gained in cooperation with Baranya. A working group composed of Devon, Hampshire and Baranya has been set up.

· "Schools adopt monuments": item postponed until next meeting.

Commenting in particular the work concerning education for migrants, President MIKL-LEITNER pointed to the problem of girls of foreign communities who, even if socially fully integrated, give notice of departure as soon as they have finished compulsory education and are probably brought back into their country of origin and forced into marriage.

Sub-Committee on Youth

Svein Kristian WAALE, chairman of the Sub-Committee drew the participants' attention to the written report from the meeting which had dealt with the Most Youth-friendly European Region Award, the (Youth) Summer School, the European Youth Ambassador project and the Mainstreaming youth initiative.

Indicating that the work programme adopted for the Youth Team (YT) would probably have to be extended into 2007, he gave the floor to Armel SUKOVIC, one of the youth representatives. Mr SUKOVIC presented the YT's work programme and drew the participants' attention to the written report from its meeting. He highlighted the integration of the YT into the AER structures and the cooperation with the Committees, the need for a specific YT website and e-mail addresses with an AER-extension for the youth representatives as well as the need for financial support with regard to travel expenses. David KIRK (Hampshire) supported the request for financial means and wanted the AER Bureau to provide an adequate reply.

Sub-Committee on Culture

Mona Lisa NORRMAN, chairwoman of the Sub-Committee, reported back.

· Cultural heritage: A Working group has been established to raise awareness in this field and in order to work on projects, know-how and funding. A resolution had been drafted.

· The participants had received information on a conference of cultural ministers in Pécs (25th May) and Pécs 2010 (European capital of culture).

· Jämtland had proposed to organise, in collaboration with the Youth Team, a Committee D meeting in combination with a seminar on "youth, gender equality and the media" in autumn 2007. The seminar should prepare the Summer School 2008 for which Jämtland has also applied and which should be organised on the topic.

Sub-Committee on Media and Film

Mona Lisa NORRMAN, chairwoman of the Sub-Committee, reported back.

The discussion had revealed that participants had very little knowledge about each others' media and film systems and situations. Work will build on the resolution that had been elaborated.

Vojvodina had invited Committee D to hold a meeting in spring 2007 on "The role of the media in a multicultural region".

Mrs GAFERT thought that, from the socio-political point of view, the tendancy is critical which consists in publishing contents in the new media in form of headlines and making the access to the rest paying.
	issue to be included in next agenda

background information to be collected

issue to be included in next agenda

Mrs GAFERT will make available a short introduction to scientific networks.

investigation to be organised

Mrs Metlar to make available information on lifelong learning competition

Interested persons  are invited to join the Working group.

Interested persons are invited to join the working group

Item to be taken up for next meeting.

request for financial means to be addressed to AER Bureau

travel expenses: As an example,

Alfred KAGER (Niederösterreich) will provide 2 successful Lower Austrian applications for EU grants in the field of youth
Resolution unanimously adopted.

Resolution unanimously adopted.

	8. Services Directive / GATS / Services in the internal market (including items 10 and 12)

Dr Eugen SCHERER (Niederösterreich) gave a brief overview on the state of play, stating in particular that audiovisual services had been exempted from the Services Directive but cultural services only insofar as they were provided free of charge. The directive does not define what is meant by "free of charge".

Concerning the staite aid reform, it is to be expected that conditions will be tightened.

He presented a resolution which had been drafted on these topics against the background of AER's Brixen Declaration. David KIRK (Hamshire) suggested to amend the resolution by adding a reference to the regional competence for cultural matters.

Highlighting the ongoing discussions in the framework of the GATS, Secretary General Klaus KLIPP proposed to establish a working group on the topic. David KIRK gave support to the idea, mentioning the past contacts with Quebec and Mrs Wiedemann (ARD/EBU). The working group was established under the lead of Dr Eugen SCHERER and will bring together David KIRK (Hampshire), Mona Lisa NORRMANN (Jämtland), Dr Karin GAFERT (Niedersachsen), Dr Renate METLAR (Steiermark), Daniel HUBER (Luzern). The work will be launched by e-mail.
	Amended resolution unanimously adopted.

Working group established.

	9. Contribution to the 7th Research Framework Programme
	

	10. State aid reform (cf. item 8)
	

	11. Organizing the competition for the Most youth friendly European Region 2007

In her introduction, President MIKL-LEITNER informed the participants that Mr Alfred KAGER (Niederösterreich) would continue to organize the competition after his retirement.

Mr KAGER recalled the main conditions of the competition. As each competition is placed under a motto, the proposal (equal opportunities and intercultural dialogue) and the corresponding questionnaire will be prepared and submitted at the Summer School in September. The competition will be launched after the General Assembly in November with 31st March 2007 as deadline. It could be considered to apply for EU credits.

In case financial means should allow for it, the results will, as usually, be published in a brochure.
	Competition 2007 to be prepared by Mr Kager.

	12. EP draft report PRETS on the UNESCO convention for cultural diversity (cf. item 8)
	

	13. The European Digital Library
	

	14. Revised Lisbon strategy and European Network on Quality Assurance in Vocational Education and Training
	

	15. EP draft reports

Dr Eugen SCHERER said that all 3 reports had been adopted. He gave a brief overview on the reports.

· TAKKULA on the programme "active European citizenship"

· MAVROMMATIS on the promotion of multilingualism and language learning in the EU

The report aims at establishing criteria for testing language competences of citizens in view of promoting mobility. He thought that there might be a hidden danger for minority languages not to be funded any more.

· WEBER on the transition from analogical broadcasting to digital broadcasting: an opprotunity for European policy in the field of the audivisual and cultural diversity

The report is covered by the media resolution adopted under item 7.
	

	16. Any other business

· President MIKL-LEITNER insisted for meeting documents and minutes to be released quickly and sufficiently in advance of the meetings.

· Addressing the fact that "The European Digital Library" and "'Education and Training 2010'" had not been dealt with respectively taken up in the final agenda of the plenary, Cllr SPENCE wished that European agenda items (EP reports etc.) could first be dealt with in the Sub-Committees in order to allow for better preparation.
	Documents and minutes to be released in time

European agenda items are to be dealt with in Sub-Committees before they go to the plenary

	17. Date and venue of the next meeting(s)

Planned:

Spring 2007 – Vojvodina

Autumn 2007 – Jämtland
	


Strasbourg, 18 September 2006

DM

� Transcript available from the secretariat
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