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AER Bureau meeting
Sarajevo, 15th and 16th June 2006 

Ref. Agenda: V.4
original in English

FOR ADOPTION


Resolution concerning Culture, Services and GATS

(unanimously adopted by Committee D at its meeting on 5th May in Umeå)
Referring to the Brixen declaration, the AER reiterates its position that culture, education and training as well as media based on their functions for identity, values and meaning are not merely to be considered under commercial aspects, notwithstanding their possible role and ability to create employment and innovative processes.

In due respect and support for the EU in its endeavours to create a common economic space and to implement the aims and goals of the Lisbon agenda,

Committee D of the Assembly of European Regions, with regard to the final draft of the Services Directive,

1. underlines the necessity to respect

· the freedom of the European Regions to provide cultural services

· as well as the necessity for the European Regions to finance cultural services both through subsidies and additional income such as ticket sales, museum shop sales and similar related commercial activities,

2. wishes furthermore that all regional activities and funding be accepted for the rescue, renovation and reasonable touristic use of cultural heritage in the service of regional development, as complying with the principle of competition according to the state aid rules,

3. draws the attention to the obligations based on the UNESCO Convention on the protection and promotion of the diversity of cultural expressions (20th October 2005)

· to protect and promote the diversity of cultural expressions

· to create the conditions for cultures to flourish

· to give recognition to the distinctive nature of cultural activities, goods and services as vehicles of identity, values and meaning

· and to observe the obligations arising from article 20 on the relationship to other treaties, in particular within the GATS negotiations.
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