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AER Bureau meeting
Sarajevo, 15th and 16th June 2006 

Ref. Agenda: V.4
original in English

FOR ADOPTION


Resolution on Cultural Heritage

(unanimously adopted by Committee D at its meeting on 5th May in Umeå)
We, the members of the Committee D (Culture, Education & Training, Youth and Media) of the Assembly of European Regions, at our meeting on 4 & 5 May 2006,

Urge the European Union to join us in our commitment to cultural heritage across Europe by supporting our initiatives :

1. Long term protection and restoration of historical buildings and monuments is a way of boosting cultural pride and also creating opportunities for economic development and tourism. A restoration initiative presents an excellent platform for inter-regional exchange of cultural heritage.

· We must have mechanisms in place to help regions cope in the protection of their historic buildings, in the event of natural or other catastrophy.

2. The EU can get directly involved in adjusting laws to prevent historical artefacts and national treasures being plundered. We ask the EU to draw up and implement a policy which encourages people to hand over any artefacts/treasures, and also to raise awareness of why these items are important to cultural identity.

3. We want to support projects which connect groups with their history, identity and engender a dearer sense of citizenship. These projects would have the added advantage of educating others, thereby building more awareness and understanding, breaking stereotypes and counteracting prejudice.

Committee D has formed an innovative working party on cultural heritage to take these ideas forward and welcomes the support and involvement of the European Regions in addressing this fundamental topic.
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