AER Draft Operational Plan, 2007-2012

In the following document, the Committees’ main tasks are indicated by means of a shaded box. The cross-cutting issues, to which the Committee can make a contribution, are indicated by means of a striped box.

	AER Priorities and Tasks
	Outcomes
	Key Responsibility

	
	
	Standing Committee of the Bureau
	COMM 1
	COMM 2
	COMM 3

	1. Promoting the modernisation and Internationalisation of regional governance

	1.1 To develop the role of the regions in giving Europe a competitive advantage in the global world economy
	European regions are able to maximise the potential of the opportunities offered by the global economy
	
	
	
	

	1.2 To promote the ability of the regions to design, develop and deliver services to their citizens 
	Regions have full responsibility to take decisions which affect the regional level, without interference from other levels of government 
	
	
	
	

	1.3 To assist regions in grasping the opportunities provided by the knowledge society and technological advancement 


	Regions take full advantage of new technologies in developing and delivering services to the citizens

Regions promote the uptake of new technologies in businesses and industry
	
	
	
	

	1.4 To develop decentralised co-operation initiatives to assist developing and transition regions
	Developing and transition regions are able to take advantage of the opportunities offered by the global economy
	
	
	
	

	1.5 To ensure representation of European regions in organisations responsible for global governance
	Global governance institutions take into account the needs and interests of the European regions in their policy-making processes
	
	
	
	

	1.6 To promote interregional co-operation within Europe and beyond


	Regions learn from one another, develop best practices and thereby improve regional governance and policies
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	2. Promoting innovation, growth and employment in Europe’s regions

	2.1 To foster and disseminate innovative approaches to regional economic development and job creation
	Regions develop new approaches to economic development and job creation and best practices are disseminated
	
	
	
	

	2.2 To improve regional education and training policies and to promote initiatives for lifelong learning
	Regions develop education and training policies tailored to the needs of their economies
	
	
	
	

	2.3 To assist regions in the development of inclusive and equal policies for economic development and employment
	Marginalised groups are able to access employment opportunities and to play a full role in the regional economy
	
	
	
	

	2.4 To promote territorial and social cohesion throughout Europe
	Regional development throughout Europe improves and differentials between regions decrease
	
	
	
	

	2.5 To promote sustainable rural development and to support the rural economy of Europe’s regions
	Regions identify and implement new approaches to regenerating the rural economy 
	
	
	
	

	2.6 To develop sustainable transport and infrastructure solutions which promote regional economic development
	Innovative solutions are identified to developing sustainable regional public transport and transport infrastructure
	
	
	
	

	2.7 To ensure that the European Union provides adequate framework conditions and support programmes for regional innovation, research and competitiveness
	European Union policies and programmes for regional innovation, research and competitiveness reflect the needs and interests of the European regions
	
	
	
	

	2.8 To foster economic links between Europe’s regions and their counterparts worldwide in order to capitalise upon the opportunities provided by the global economy
	European regions form new partnerships and linkages worldwide, which provide opportunities for regional economic development
	
	
	
	

	3. Addressing the challenges of demographic change, migration, health and social exclusion

	3.1 To assist regions in developing high-quality sustainable, equitable and innovative healthcare and social welfare systems
	Regional healthcare and social welfare systems are adapted to respond effectively to the challenges of demographic change
	
	
	
	

	3.2 To identify and disseminate information on regional measures to deal with an ageing society
	Regions are in a better position to be able to introduce new policies to meet the needs of the older generation
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	3.3 To assist regions in developing policies and programmes which promote multicultural societies 
	Regions successfully integrate minority communities and develop vibrant multicultural societies
	
	
	
	

	3.4 To foster intercultural understanding through promoting co-operation between regions within Europe and beyond
	Citizens’ exposure to other cultures increases and tolerance and mutual understanding improve


	
	
	
	

	3.9 To promote the issues of youth and equal opportunities in all aspects of regional governance
	Regions ensure respect of equal opportunities principles, and involve young people in the design, development and delivery of their policies
	
	
	
	

	3.5 To assist regions in combating the factors which contribute to social exclusion
	Regions successfully address the root causes of social exclusion and create inclusive societies 
	
	
	
	

	3.6 To assist regions in developing preventive healthcare solutions that ease pressures on regional health systems
	Regions successfully tackle issues that place a strain upon their healthcare systems, such as drug and alcohol abuse and domestic violence
	
	
	
	

	3.7 To promote sustainable labour force mobility throughout Europe
	Employees and employers benefit from the creation of a Europe-wide labour market
	
	
	
	

	3.8 To assist regions in responding to the social and cultural implications of asylum and migration
	Regions develop policies to effectively address the challenges associated with asylum and migration
	
	
	
	

	4. Ensuring Sustainable Development and Combating Environmental Degradation

	4.1 To assist regions in developing and promoting innovative approaches to energy production and energy efficiency
	Regions increasingly work together with the scientific and business communities to develop new clean energy sources and to improve energy efficiency
	
	
	
	

	4.2 To promote environmental awareness and engender positive changes in consumer behaviour 
	Regional administrations employ environmentally-friendly policies internally and introduce effective measures to promote environmental awareness amongst their citizens
	
	
	
	

	4.3 To assist regions in combating the negative effects of climate change
	Regions play a key role in addressing the challenges posed by climate change and contribute towards reducing the adverse effects of global warming
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	4.4 To support innovative, efficient and sustainable methods of agricultural production
	Traditional regional agricultural methods are promoted and developed, and knowledge and awareness of the effects of genetically-modified organisms are increased


	
	
	
	

	4.5 To promote sustainable tourism in Europe’s regions
	The tourism potential of Europe’s regions is increased in a way that is sustainable and promotes the development of quality-tourism
	
	
	
	

	4.6 To ensure that environmental concerns are mainstreamed into policy-making processes at the regional and European levels
	Both the European Union and the regions take into account environmental concerns when drafting policies in all their areas of competence
	
	
	
	

	5. Making Democracy Work, and Promoting Diversity through Culture, Media and Education

	5.1 To promote the development of innovative, accountable, participative and inclusive regional governance
	Regions introduce tailor-made new innovative methods of policy-making, consultation and service delivery which respond more effectively to the needs of their citizens
	
	
	
	

	5.2 To ensure that the optimal framework conditions are provided for the development of regional democracy in all countries in Europe
	Every European country in partnership with its regions puts into place an administrative, legal and financial framework that guarantees adequate finances, competences and powers for the regional level
	
	
	
	

	5.3 To assist regions in bridging the gap between the European institutions and the citizens
	Citizens understand the relevance of Europe to their lives, and European institutions listen to the concerns of the citizens, channelled through the regions
	
	
	
	

	5.4 To ensure the greater involvement of regions, and thereby citizens, in European decision-making processes and policy implementation
	Regions are represented effectively at all stages of European decision-making and policy-implementation
	
	
	
	

	5.5 To ensure the implementation of the principle of subsidiarity
	All decisions are taken as close to the citizen as possible
	
	
	
	

	5.6 To promote the engagement of all citizens (including young people, the elderly, women, men, minorities and socially excluded groups) into regional politics and policy-making
	Regions ensure that all citizens are involved in developing and delivering policies
	
	
	
	

	5.7 To promote the diversity of culture, media, education and languages
	Regions respect and actively promote diversity in all fields of regional competence
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	5.7 To promote the communication of democracy through regional media channel and all other available means of communication


	Citizens receive accurate information about democratic processes, allowing them to engage fully in democratic life
	
	
	
	

	5.8 To put into place an effective framework for regional co-operation in order to engage the citizens in European integration
	European legislation and programmes governing territorial co-operation reflect the real needs of regions and citizens
	
	
	
	

	6. Creating a secure environment for citizens

	6.1 To assist regions in developing effective emergency planning procedures to cope with manmade and natural disasters 
	Regions are better able to respond effectively and quickly to manmade and natural disasters, and are able to come to one another’s aid in such emergencies
	
	
	
	

	6.2 To promote the role of the regions in ensuring stability and democratic consolidation in the European neighbourhood and beyond 
	European regions implement co-operation projects to help develop democratic practices at the regional level in the European neighbourhood and beyond, creating a secure environment for citizens living in those regions
	
	
	
	

	6.3 To assist regions in responding effectively to issues of community safety
	Regions develop new approaches to addressing community safety issues and become secure places for their citizens to live 
	
	
	
	


