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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

between the

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)

and the

Assembly of European Regions (AER)

1. Background

1.1. The United Nation Development Programme [hereinafter UNDP] and the Assembly of European Regions [hereinafter AER], in acknowledgement of the importance of decentralised cooperation as an effective mechanism for sustainable development and noting the common commitment to the promotion and implementation of such mechanism, jointly agree to the development of a concrete cooperation framework based on the principles contained within this Memorandum of Understanding [hereinafter MOU].

1.2. The purpose of the proposed decentralised cooperation mechanism is to establish a novel “partnership” modality, which focuses on direct relationships between regional territories, as opposed to the model that promotes bilateral cooperation at the national level. The proposed mechanisms are addressed to actors within regions operating within both the private and the public sphere (indicatively: rural groups, cooperatives, NGOs, regional authorities, professional, commercial and industrial groups, educational institutions).

1.3. The objective of the proposed decentralised cooperation mechanism is the creation and consolidation of long-term cultural, technical and economic partnerships between regions in Europe and the aforementioned actors operating therein, as a tool for promoting human development objectives. The proposed initiative represents a new strategy for international cooperation and promotes and facilitates the active role of regions.

1.4. The UNDP has an in-depth expertise in the field of local development and decentralised cooperation, and has undertaken and is currently managing a number of programmes in the above mentioned areas in several developing countries.

1.5. The AER has a history of fostering cooperation projects and training programmes between regions in Europe and constitutes a network for interregional cooperation.

1.6. The UNDP and the AER share the common goals of promoting more sustainable economic and social development.

1.7. The achievement of this goal will require enhanced and concerted action at all levels (international, national and local) and between all sectors (governmental, non-governmental, corporate, public and private).

1.8. The UNDP and the AER share a common desire to formalise in a concrete and explicit manner their joint commitment to establishing a productive partnership, with the aim of promoting and enhancing decentralised cooperation partnerships between regions in Europe and the key actors involved therein.

1.9. In consideration of the above, the UNDP and the AER agree to the following:

2. Agreement 

2.1. The purpose of the present MOU is to establish a basis for cooperation between the UNDP and the AER. It expresses a joint commitment to the formulation of a concrete partnership on the basis of the general principles contained herein.

2.2. The present MOU represents the initial stage in the fostering of a concrete partnership between the UNDP and the AER. Both parties undertake to work together and to decide on concrete methods of cooperation. 

2.3. The framework for cooperation between the UNDP and the AER will be based on the following principles:

2.3.1. Commitment to Sustainable Development: continuous and sustainable progress towards economic and social development through the delivery of quality decentralised cooperation services and on the basis of a unified approach by all members;

2.3.2. Full Partnership: the planning, implementation and monitoring of the outcomes of the decentralised cooperation mechanism requires that all parties work together;

2.3.3. Efficient Delivery: preparation and development of joint strategies addressing the modes of delivery for the decentralised cooperation mechanism.

2.4. The cooperation between the UNDP and the AER could take the following concrete forms:

2.4.1. The conduct of consultations at the stage of formulating the decentralised cooperation programmes and/or projects for the regions involved, with the aim of making best use of the expertise available in both organisations.

2.4.2. The extension of mutual invitations to meetings of the two parties to the MOU (sessions, conferences, round tables, seminars, workshops etc.).

2.4.3. The execution of joint activities (meetings and/or projects) on matters of mutual interest.

2.4.4. The exchange of information on current and planned activities of mutual interest within the identified fields. 

2.4.5. The employment of contacts with government representatives, international/regional organisations, regions and other relevant actors to assist and further the implementation of decentralised cooperation programmes.

2.4.6. Cooperation in the identification of international experts/consultants required for the implementation of programmes/projects developed under the decentralised cooperation mechanism.

2.5. Both parties to the MOU undertake to work together in deciding on the concrete forms of cooperation resulting from the present joint commitment to developing a more concrete partnership between the UNDP and the AER. These will be developed and explicitly presented at a later stage.

2.6. The UNDP and the AER hereby undertake to appoint an individual within each organisation who will act as a contact point for the development and implementation of the present partnership.

2.7. This MOU is effective upon signature by the Director of the UNDP/Bureau for Resources and Strategic Partnerships (BRSP) and the Secretary General of the AER, for the duration of two years, subject to extension. This MOU will continue to be effective unless otherwise agreed by the parties. An agreement in writing and concluded by all present signatories is required to alter the content of this MOU.

2.8. The MOU will be reviewed on a biannual basis and/or by mutual agreement of all parties as and when the need arises.

2.9. All correspondence and discussion regarding any matters resulting from this MOU should be addressed to:

	UNDP
Director

United Nations Development Programme 

Bureau for Resources and Strategic Partnerships

One United nations Plaza

New York, NY 10017

United States of America

Tel:
(1 212) 9065741

Fax:
(1 212) 9065307
	AER
Secretary General

Assembly of European Regions

Immeuble Europe, 20

Place des Halles 

F - 67054 Strasbourg Cedex

France

Tel:
(33 3) 388220707

Fax:
(33 3) 388756719


	For and on behalf of the


	
	For and on behalf of the

	United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) / Bureau for Resources and Strategic Partnerships (BRSP)


	
	Assembly of European Regions (AER)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bruce Jenks

Director

	
	
	
	Klaus Klipp

Secretary General
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