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The Future Creation of the European Institute of Technology

Contribution of the Assembly of European Regions

The Sub-Committee for Education & Training would like to bring to the attention of the Committee D plenary our concerns regarding the planned creation of a European Institute of Technology (EIT). During the discussions of the Sub-Committee on 20th September two issues were identified as of major concerns to the European Regions:

1. The impact on regional education funding – The creation of the EIT should not be at the expense of regional universities and to the detriment of higher education in peripheral areas. Funding for the establishment of the EIT should not come from existing regional funds.

2. Avoiding brain drain from the regions – The creation of the EIT should not lead to an additional brain-drain from the regions, as this would lead to a negative impact regarding the academic as well as the economic competitiveness of European regions. Therefore, we would encourage looking at decentralised forms of elite academic education and R&D in Europe.

Therefore, the AER should establish contact with the responsible decision-makers and opinion-formers in the European Unions to take these above-mentioned concerns into account.

Unanimously adopted by Committee D

Veszprém, 21st September 2006
Unanimously adopted by the AER Bureau
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