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1) Background:

28/06/2006 
Amended Commission proposal for a Decision concerning the 7th Framework Programme for research, technological development and demonstration activities (2007-2013)

24/07/2006
Council reached Political Agreement – accepting the budget lines proposed by the

Commission

2) State of Play:

The proposal is likely to be changed only in details before its final adoption by the end of the year. Political discussions in the Council now mainly were focussed on the issue of stem cell and embryonic research – while the size of the funding was not changed from the amended Commission proposal.

The funding is divided into four categories:

“Cooperation” 
Trans-national cooperation on policy-defined themes

“Ideas” 

Investigator-driven research based on the initiative of the research community

“People” 
Support of individual researchers

“Capacities” 
Support of research capacities

3) Next Steps:

The Council Common Position is to be forwarded to the EP, where a Second Reading will take place in Autumn 2006. FP7 will be launched at the end of 2006 and first project are to start in early 2007 – delays (months) might still occur.

4) Main issues:

There are a number of interesting developments that are of relevance to Committee D:

· Scope: The Commission adopted its proposal to explicitly extend the scope of the FP7 to cover issues of cultural diversity, cultural heritage, the humanities in general, as well as multilingual and multicultural environments, social-cultural sciences, youth and youth policy. As a result, there are more possibilities for regions to apply for FP7 funds in the future in these areas.

· “Cooperation”: Two thematic areas are of particular interest:

a) Information and Communication Technologies  (9,110 million €) – one of the objectives is to “modernise services in domains of public interest such as education, cultural heritage, learning, social inclusion…” Of particular interest is application research in the field of “ICT for content, creativity and personal development” including technology-enhanced learning and “ICT-based systems to support accessibility and use over time of digital cultural and scientific resources and assets, in a multilingual and multicultural environment”

b) Socio-economic Sciences and Humanities (607 million €) – The focus was shifted from an entirely socio-economic approach towards a more balanced one including now also socio-cultural sciences and humanities. The scope is also widened to non-EU European countries. 

Many interesting issues apply in the range of activities, for instance “regional cohesion in an enlarged EU”, “education including life-long learning … youth and youth policy”, “the role of business in society and population diversity, cultural interactions” and “research for building a shared understanding and respect for Europe’s diversities and commonalities in terms of culture, religions, cultural heritage… history, languages and values as building elements of European multi-cultural identity and heritage.”

· “People” (4,727 million €) – Support for young researchers is provided there as well as life-long training and career development

· “Capacities” (4291 million €) – Very interesting here is the concept of “Regions of Knowledge” (126 million €):
“Strengthening the research potential of European regions, in particular by encouraging and supporting the development, across Europe, of regional “research-driven clusters” associating universities, research centres, enterprises and regional authorities.”
5) Challenges for European Regions:

The FP7 is a new opportunity for European Regions to gain support from EU funding in the field of Research & Development. With first tenders to be published in February 2007 at the earliest, there is now half a year of preparation time to consider new approaches for regional R&D activities.

In addition, many parts of the FP7 also apply for non-EU regions in Europe. These should also be aware of the opportunities to become further involved in these R&D areas.

Even though the budget for humanities is not the largest of the FP7 thematic areas, the new funding possibilities in the fields of education, culture and especially media should not be underestimated.

6) Recommended Actions:

Once the final Framework Programme is adopted, the AER should have a look at where European Members could be involved and become active participants. A detailed analysis of the Framework Programme is therefore necessary, focussing on Culture, Education & Training, Media and Youth on behalf of Committee D. 

If AER identifies projects involving member regions, it should be considered to organise assistance for member regions to enable them to apply for funding under the Framework Programme. This might be done by providing information regarding information sources for FP7 activities and might also lead to more concrete actions, such as a training on EU funding possibilities.
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