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AER Committee D

Culture, Education & Training, Youth,

Media & Information Technology, Sport

Veszprém, 20 & 21 September 2006

Draft Minutes

Sub-Committees and Plenary of Committee D met for their 28th session on 20 & 21 September 2006 in Veszprém.

Sub-Committee Culture (20 Sept.)

Chair: Sub-Committee Chairwoman Mona-Lisa NORRMAN (Jämtland)

The following member Regions were represented:

Etelä-Karjala (Fin), Fyn (Dk), Jämtland (S), Niederösterreich (A), Niedersachsen (D), Satu Mare (Ro), Västerbotten (S), Wielkopolskie (Pl), Zapadna Hercegovina (Bih)

The following organisations were represented:
ARGE Alpen Adria through a representative from Kärnten (A)

	Agenda Item
	Action/Decision

	1. Welcome
	

	2. Apologies

Apologies were received from: Luzern (CH), Salzburg (A), Steiermark/A, Västernorrland (S); ECTARC
	

	3. Adoption of the draft agenda

The agenda was unanimously adopted.
	

	4. Cultural Heritage Working group

· Project to create an inventory of cultural heritage in the European Regions

Dr Eugen SCHERER (Niederösterreich) expressed his conviction that cultural heritage needed a greater focus and underlined the importance of awareness-raising, also at EU level. This should be one of the aims of the working group, together with seeking and securing substantial funding in particular with regard to South-East Europe and project work.

Referring to Committee D's resolution adopted in Umea, he questioned how the planned inventory on cultural heritage could be implemented: in form of a simple data collection or of examples of best practice or by putting an emphasis on the problem(s) existing with a specific monument.

Dr Wolfgang PLATZER (ARGE Alpen Adria) suggested inquiring with the Regions on existing (Interreg) projects by fixing a deadline. Dr SCHERER promised that the questionnaire that had been disseminated during summer time would be sent out again. He also drew the participants' attention to a statistical overview (by category and country) of the monuments of the cultural route of the Danube. Furthermore, he reminded of the International Conference on "Cultural Heritage and New Technologies", which will take place in Vienna on 18th to 20th October 2006 and will have a workshop dedicated to finances.

According to Dr Scherer, for Regions seeking financial means for cultural heritage, the "Culture 2007" programme could also be an opportunity, in particular as the accession countries will be eligible. Dr PLATZER indicated that there might also be possibilities under the new objective 2 of the Structural Funds and in the framework of LEADER+.

Erik SEDIG (Västerbotten) suggested establishing a network between Regions that have already experience in this field and those that are looking for advice.

· Presentation by the Region of Zapadna Hercegovina (BIH)

Ruzica SOLDO presented the "Duhanska Stanica" site in the capital of Siroki Brijeg, consisting of a tabacco factory and warehouse which have been destroyed during the war. It is planned to reconstruct and convert the so-called "old magazine", made of wood, to a building containing a museum, a library, a gallery, a reading room, theatre halls and rooms for different promotional issues (seminars etc.). The "new warehouse" is supposed to give home to a secondary trade school, the former barracks to an elementary school. Part of the financial means will come from public funding, the rest still needs to be secured. The Region also looks for support in know-how.

· Presentation by the Region of Västerbotten (S)

Karin WESTLING presented a model called "Sites in the County of Västerbotten". In the beginning of the 1990ies, a systematic assessment and development of touristic sites in connection to cultural heritage and the natural scenery of Västerbotten has taken place.

At the end of the 90ies, the first part of the project had been accomplished with complete infrastructure for a network of a little more than 20 sites: national parks, examples of Sami heritage (churches, cottages …), botanical gardens, museums on industrial heritage etc. Visitors centres have been created, more than 300 new information signs and signposts, local exhibitions, films, cafes, shops etc. and a complete guide book for these sites in 4 languages as well as other information material. Between 2001 and 2006 the project has received EU funds under objective 1 with the aim to educate and increase the competences of the people in charge of the sites and to promote the sustainability of the project as a whole.

The Regional museum responsible for the project would like to link up with other Regions in order to find partners and to cooperate and exchange concerning implementing new parts of the project as well as concerning finances, best practice and know how. The intention is to secure the longevity of the sites and, for example, to improve their accessibility for the disabled.

Both projects will be made available through the partnership pool on the AER website.

Dr PLATZER asked for the term of "cultural heritage" to be clearly defined at the level of the AER, as it could also include folk songs, dancing etc. Dr SCHERER thought, supported by Mona Lisa NORRMAN (Jämtland), that the AER's definition should be limited to monuments and built heritage. It was decided that the participants should consult with each other and present a definition during the plenary.
	Committee Secretariat:

Questionnaire on cultural heritage to be sent out again (EN, FR, DE)

Regions are invited to participate in Vienna conference, which will in particular address the financial aspects.

Regions that are interested in providing financial support or any kind of know-how are requested to contact Committee D's secretariat.

Regions that are interested in any kind of cooperation are requested to contact Committee D's secretariat.

Committee D secretariat: projects to be made available through website.

Sub-Committee Culture: definition of cultural heritage to be submitted to plenary

	5. Information by the Committee Secretariat:

· Consultation by the European Commission on the “European Year of Intercultural Dialogue 2008”

Committee Secretary Martin MÜHLECK drew the participants' attention to the details of the European Commission's call for ideas which, according to him, is meant in particular to identify potential sponsors and financial contributors. He highlighted the main ideas he had laid down in a draft reply: the networking character of the AER, a bottom-up approach with a focus on the European citizen and the young people. Mrs NORRMAN wondered whether there would be a possibility to link the initiative proposed by Jämtland concerning youth and media with the European year and to benefit from co-funding.

· EP Report Sifunakis: “Protection of European natural and architectural cultural heritage in rural and island areas”

Mr MÜHLECK explained that, on the basis of the report, the EP had adopted on 20 July 2006 a non-legislative resolution asking among others for funding and inventorying the heritage. It will probably have a low long-term impact. Mr MÜHLECK pointed to the fact that the EP had a wider definition of cultural heritage, including for example traditions.

· EP Report Weber: “Transition from analogical broadcasting to digital broadcasting: an opportunity for European policy in the field of the audiovisual and cultural diversity”

Mr MÜHLECK said that the Umeå meeting had not dealt in depth with the report already adopted in April. In a recent meeting of Eurocinema at the EP, producers and providers had expressed their deep concerns about the dangers for European culture, cultural heritage and (lesser used) languages resulting from technology dominated by the US and contents in English. The participants had mooted the pros and cons of passive and active promotion of European production or even positive discrimination (quota). Mr MÜHLECK pointed to the cross-cutting character of the topic, which is linked to the Television without frontiers directive (Twf) and youth and raises questions concerning the access to culture. This access will be divided between the public and an increasing number of private providers, the latter having no obligation to disseminate educational contents.
· Structured Dialogue Meeting with Commissioner Fígel on Cultural Diversity (20th June 2006)

As the AER's representative, Mr SEDIG (Västerbotten) had spoken on culture, youth and citizenship. 8 other organisations had participated. In his summary, Vice-President Luc VAN DEN BRANDE, who had chaired the meeting, had made several references to the AER's contribution.

Mr SEDIG considered the fact that the meeting as such existed as positive. On the other hand, he was very critical of the nature of the event, as all participants, including the Commissioner, had been keen to present their activities, but they had had no possibility to really exchange. He nevertheless thought it important that the AER is represented in such activities and could use them as a starting point for digging deeper.

· The new EU budget and “Culture 2007”: Main changes for the regions and possible future Committee actions

Mr MÜHLECK gave an overview on the related working document, stating that the final decision on the budget will be taken during November. He offered the participants the Committee secretariat's help and support with applications for funding. Dr PLATZER hoped that the Working Community of the Adriatic Alps could benefit at the level of its expert working group on culture from experience and contacts.
	Committee D Secretariat: to check on the possibilities to get co-funding under the European year for the "Jämtland initiative"

	6. Project for an AER Conference with the Region of Kärnten/A on “Culture and Minorities”

Dr PLATZER informed the participants that the Region of Kärnten organises every year a conference on ethnic minorities. This year's conference at the end of November will have as a topic: ethnic minorities and cultural exchanges in the area of the Adriatic Alps Working community. Invitations will be sent to all AER members. He hoped that one of the forthcoming conferences could be organised in cooperation with the AER in Kärnten or Brussels. As the conference normally attracts 100-150 participants, he saw no problem in opening it up to a wider public. As a topic he suggested "ethnic minorities and cultural heritage". Mr MÜHLECK said that another topic could be "minorities on European borders". Mrs NORRMAN feared that, if organised in 2007, the conference could clash with the one planned in Jämtland.

Mr MÜHLECK will try to participate in the November conference and report back to the next Sub-Committee meeting. The Sub-Committee will then decide whether there are the means and capacities to organise 3 conferences in 2007 or whether the project should only be implemented in 2008. In this case, an application under the "European year 2008" could be considered.
	Dr PLATZER + AER: invitations to be sent to AER members

Mr MÜHLECK to participate in November conference for further enlightenment of Sub-Committee's debate

	7. Invitation for an AER speaker at the ECTN (European Cultural Tourism Network) Conference on “Cultural Tourism” in Göteborg/S (22nd-24th November)

Mrs NORRMAN said that there was interest by Kim FOHLMANN from Fyn (DK) to represent the AER. Mr MÜHLECK added that there was need for a high profile politician as keynote speaker, but that contributions would also be welcome for the workshops. Expenses would be paid for by the organiser and nominations should be made preferably before the end of the month.

Sub-Committee Culture will propose the name of Kim FOHLMANN to the plenary meeting.
	Region Fyn to represent the AER at the Gothenburg conference

	8. European Capital of Culture – Presentation of Sibiu 2007 by the Romanian Ministry of Culture

As the expert from the Romanian Ministry of Culture on the topic was not present, the presentation was cancelled.
	

	9. Draft Annual Report of the Sub-Committee "Culture" 2006 & draft Work Plan 2007

Mr MÜHLECK explained that, along with the AER's restructuring, it is planned to have a more systematic and structured approach to the Committees' work and planning. This translates in the terms of reference and the work plan. He suggested for cultural heritage, intercultural dialogue and the budget 2007 to be part of the work plan and invited the participants to give their input.

As, on the level of the Sub-Committee, there was no decision on the definition of cultural heritage, the participants thought that the discussion and a decision on the work plan would not be possible. Dr SCHERER suggested to adopt a definition that would follow item 2 "Aims and objectives" of the draft terms of reference. The Sub-Committee agreed to that as well as on the work plan.
	Committee D members are invited to give input to the work plan.

	10. Any other business

· GATS working group

Highlighting the past work in the field of GATS and pointing out the correlation with the discussion on the services directive and the state aid reform, Dr SCHERER invited the participants to sign up for the related working group. In relation to the discussion on services of general interest and the potential threat to public services, he suggested to seek the advice of experts in order to try to establish and define what provision of services "free of charge", could or should mean. Even if this could backfire, it would allow to have a "negotiating" position.

Mrs NORRMAN hoped that the work would provide some enlightenment on the legal situation in the different countries and at the different levels. Dr Karin GAFERT (Niedersachsen) wished that input could also come from the other Committees.

· Media conference in Jämtland

Mrs NORRMAN informed the participants on the conference project and the related work of the Sub-Committee Media. The conference is supposed to take place in October 2007 in Jämtland on the topic "Media, young people and gender" and is meant to be the preparatory event for the AER Summer School 2008, which Jämtland would like to host on this topic. She hinted at the determining role of the media in the shaping of young people's identity and the need to determine the scope for local and regional possibilities for action in order to harness the youth. She also underlined the necessity to have this debate organised at regular intervals.
	Dr SCHERER to contact the expert he had in mind for proposal of a definition concerning services "free of charge"


Sub-Committee Education & Training (20 Sept.)

Chair: Sub-Committee Chairman Kaj NØRHOLM (Fyn)

The following member Regions were represented:

Devon (Gb), Dorset (Gb), Fyn (Dk), Heves (H), Pest (H), Vestfold (N), West Sussex (Gb), Wielkopolskie (Pl)

	Agenda Item
	Action/Decision

	1. Welcome
	

	2. Apologies

Apologies were received from: Luzern (CH), Salzburg (A), Dr Renate METLAR (Steiermark/A), Västernorrland (S)
	

	3. Adoption of the draft agenda

Having added a presentation of the "European business game" under item 4, the agenda was unanimously adopted.
	

	4. Integration of ITC in schools from kindergarten to university; European business game

Orla DUEDAHL (Fyn) described the effect of modernising and equipping schools with technology, which is even able to inverse trends and to attract students to institutions that are declining. He showed a small film on what the life of individual family members could look like in the future and gave an overview on the results of a questionnaire that had been addressed to the Regions. He wished that those Regions that had not yet replied would contribute. Comparing the GDP of the continents as well as the number of researchers per inhabitant, the challenges for Europe with regard to lifelong learning come clear.

Cllr Saxon SPENCE (Devon) attributed the good response the questionnaire had produced in her region to the fact that she had given it to the person in her County council in charge of ICT in schools. Furthermore, she felt that part of the working methods shown in the film could also be adopted by the AER. She recommended in particular video-conferencing for smaller working parties.

Karl VINTHER (Fyn) was afraid of the effects the increased use of ICT would have on the social and communicative aspects of teaching and learning. Mr DUEDAHL replied that the "mobile grammar school" project in Sweden had shown that the students who had been given homework with their laptops, actually took them to school in order to work in groups.

Ms Zsuszanna REVESZNE BÖGÖS (Heves) mentioned the plans for a "daily mentoring" project led by the teachers training college in Eger which intends to put its ICT network at the disposal of small schools in small villages.

Mr DUEDAHL then presented the European business game in which students in business economics can use their theoretical knowledge in order to build a theoretic company. In Denmark, this is part of the curriculum and organised with the participation of industry. A teacher information session and a company visit by the students are supposed to set off innovating ideas for a business. The companies are like sparring partners for the students and may finance specfic events. Students learn to cooperate and get an idea of entrepreneurship, lifestyle and culture. The game is organised in form of a competition with rewards at national but also at global level. Interested Regions can contact Mr DUEDAHL for information. Mr DUEDAHL mentioned that he tries to develop a Leonardo project for 2007 aiming at developing a website on the process in school, which should also become an online tool for entrepreneurs. Cllr SPENCE felt that the funding applications from the English voluntary community sector were a good demonstration, how desperately such a tool is needed.

Cllr SPENCE said that a similar initiative existed in the United Kingdom called "business enterprise". Here the emphasis lies not so much on the theoretical approach but rather on the successful implementation of an idea and the selling of the product.
	Regions are invited to contribute to survey - Questionnaire available at:

http://www.ecbu.net/aer.htm
AER: to consider using modern technology (video-conferencing) in its work

http://www.ecbu.net/aer2006ebg/
orla@duedahl.dk

	5. Education for migrant children

Cllr Saxon SPENCE (Devon) said that in raising this issue her focus had been on education of children of travelling families. Upon their departure, Devon provides them with a passport and material in order to enable them to continue to work. Another strand could be the increased mobility of families in Europe, respectively immigration. She felt that there is a real need for some common record which would inform on the level of education reached by the child in order to allow for its monitoring. A question that should be addressed at the same time is funding. Cllr SPENCE proposed to draft a basic document with the help of the Devon services.

Messrs NØRHOLM and Karl VINTHER were afraid that a description of negative aspects in such a passport could be a heavy burden. On the other hand, it should include for example social skills. Pandora ELLIS (West Sussex) wondered whether the passport could be organised in an electronic form and be made accessible via the Internet, so that the new teacher could easily log on. Mr VINTHER spoke in favour of realistic objectives, thinking that a database would belong to the far future. Also, he wished to keep it simple for the child who would get more of a description of its capacities and learning experience together with recommendations concerning the subject in which it needs help.

Piotr WASKO (Wielkopolska) was convinced that the issue should be dealt with at national level, but that the efforts might be worthless if education standards are not harmonised. With regard to emigration, he thought that preparatory language classes could be a good idea to be implemented by the Regions. Mr MÜHLECK suggested launching a consultation with the AER member regions concerning best practice in this field.

Cllr SPENCE stated that even in the same country exchange of information between administrations on the level of education of travelling children is non-existent. Another group that should also be considered are the "looked after" children, i.e. children in care institutions having very poor life chances.
	Cllr SPENCE to submit a document describing the scope of the problem and to be sent out to the other regions.

Committee D secretariat: launch consultation for best practice in member regions concerning preparation of pupils for emigration

	6. Competition for lifelong learning

Committee assistant Doris MATERNE informed the participants that Dr Renate METLAR, who had introduced the idea, could not be present and asked for the topic to be put again on the agenda of the next meeting.
	Topic to be included in the next agenda.

	7. Cooperation between universities and enterprises

Due to lack of time, the issue has not been dealt with.
	


	8. Project for a Conference in 2007 on “Universities and Economic Competition”

A conference on the topic is planned. Informal contacts have been made with the Region of Vojvodina, which has accepted the principle of organising the conference in combination with a plenary meeting of the future Committee 3.

David KENYON (Dorset) wondered whether, considering the Regions' competences, they would be able to give enough input on the issue. Mr NØRHOLM hoped that there will be enough capacities to organise 2 conferences in the same year.
	

	9. Information by the Committee Secretariat:

· "Schools adopt Monuments"

Ms MATERNE presented the project on the basis of the note she had established.

The Sub-Committee decided to take up the initiative, but rather than to develop own activities would prefer to establish a link with the European Parliament and the activities they might be planning in cooperation with the French Ministry for culture.

· European Institute for Technology

Mr MÜHLECK summarised the factsheet that had been prepared by the Committee secretariat.

Cllr SPENCE confirmed that she saw a danger in funds being diverted from regional universities respectively for funds being reduced in other areas in order to make the money available for the EIT. She held the opinion that in order to value the existing universities and the European diversity, the EIT could take the form of a federation or be set up virtually.

Mr NØRHOLM referred to the fear of a brain drain expressed in Umeå, which could perhaps be tackled by limiting work or studies at the EIT to a certain number of years. Mr KENYON thought that the reasons for "brain drain" could be more complex and for example result from difficult framework conditions for individual entrepreneurship.

A statement for adoption in the plenary has been prepared.
· The new EU budget and “Lifelong Learning” 2007-2013 - Main changes for the regions and possible future Committee actions

Mr MÜHLECK presented the factsheet prepared by the Committee secretariat. He invited the regions, whenever they experience a problem with a European programme, not to hesitate to contact the Committee secretariat for help.
	Committee D secretariat: contact to be made with EP in view of implementing the initiative in cooperation with the French Ministry for culture

Statement to be submitted to the plenary for adoption.

	10. Draft Annual Report of the Sub-Committee “Education” 2006 & draft Work Plan 2007

Mr NØRHOLM presented the objectives that had been laid down in the Terms of reference for the Sub-Committee and which should be the basis for the future activity. The participants felt it would be difficult to complete the work plan during the meeting and asked for it to be sent out for reactions and input.

Cllr SPENCE wanted to know if there was already an agreement for the Sub-Committee to continue to exist as such after the restructuring. Ms MATERNE answered that the plan for the future Committee 3 is to have 5 Sub-Committees including one for Education and Training, but that in the end the Committee would be free to decide on its sub-structures.

Cllr SPENCE also wished to know if integrating an additional topic from Committee A would have a positive influence on the participation in Committee D and how the Sub-Committee could be guaranteed that its priorities be taken account of in the final work plan. Ms MATERNE replied that an increased number of topics would not necessarily entail higher participation, as some Regions might be obliged to choose who they send to the meetings. Concerning the priorities, she explained that it would be the role of the secretariat to guarantee their inclusion.

The following ideas were put forward:

· European citizenship through formal and non-formal education programmes

· encouraging partnerships on projects like preparatory classes for emigrants

· education of minority groups (travelling children …)

· ICT in schools

· follow-up to all the initiatives mentioned during the Sub-Committee meeting

Ms MATERNE pointed out that the discussion forum on the AER website could be a good means for exchanging on and updating of the work plan.
	Committee D secretariat:

draft work plan to be completed and sent to members for input or to be disseminated through an AER internet discussion forum

	11. Any other business

Hinting to the fact that the Danish regions are in course of restructuring and, starting 2007, will no longer have the responsibility for schools, Mr NØRHOLM raised the problem of leadership and the follow-up of the initiatives of the Sub-Committee.

The participants thanked Mr NØRHOLM for his work and commitment during the past years and hoped he could continue to participate as a member.
	


Sub-Committee Youth (20 Sept.)

Chair: Sub-Committee Chairman Svein Kristian WAALE (Vestfold)

The following member Regions were represented:

Devon (Gb), Dorset (Gb), Etelä-Karjala (Fin), Niederösterreich (A), Vestfold (N), West Sussex (Gb)

The following organisations were represented:
ARGE Alpen Adria through a representative from Kärnten (A)

ARGE Donauländer
	Agenda Item
	Action/Decision

	1. Welcome
	

	2. Apologies

Apologies were received from: Luzern (CH), Salzburg (A), Dr Renate METLAR (Steiermark/A), Västernorrland (S); ECTARC
	

	3. Adoption of the draft agenda

The agenda was unanimously adopted.
	

	4. Approval of the minutes of the last meeting in Umeå (4th May 2006)

The minutes were unanimously adopted.
	

	5. Information regarding recent activities:

· Report from the Youth Summer School

Mr WAALE said that the Youth Summer school (YSS) which had been attended by 80 young persons, had been very successful, also due to the perfect organisation by the Region of Maramures. The YSS's proposals have been presented to the traditional Summer School on the last day. 5 young people have been newly elected to the youth team and Anna KAJAVA from Finland been elected its president.

Pandora ELLIS (West Sussex) added that the young had prepared 40 projects and hoped that they would be released through the AER website. Cllr Saxon SPENCE (Devon) wanted to know if these were all projects in the responsibility of the Sub-Committee or Committee D. Ms ELLIS answered that the term "project" was to be taken in the broadest sense and consisted moreover of pieces of work the young people are taking back to their Region, including for example awareness raising activities. Most of the "projects" were low or no-cost activities.

Mr WAALE felt that there is a need to establish a reporting structure on a list of projects. Dr Wolfgang PLATZER (ARGE Alpen Adria) held the opinion that it is also up to the Regions that send the young people to check whether they comply with the work programme.

Ms ELLIS informed the participants that West Sussex, with the help of an external company and in cooperation with the AER, will establish a website for the Youth team for their mutual information, where the projects could also be hosted. The website would work for a trial period of one year.

Cllr SPENCE suggested for the Committee Secretary to write to all the Regions that had sent participants to the YSS in order to get feedback on follow-up measures in the Regions. Ms ELLIS wanted a shortlist of the 40 projects to accompany this letter.

· Report from the Youth Team Meeting on the occasion of the Summer School in Baia Mare

Mr WAALE gave lecture of the written report on the first meeting. The report of the second meeting was not yet available. The second meeting had again taken up the issue of a travel fund for the young people. Miss KAJAVA had been charged to write in this matter to Secretary General KLIPP and Treasurer GREENSLADE. Eva ALMHJELL (Vestfold) said that Miss KAJAVA would have the possibility to put the request before the AER Bureau in person, as she is supposed to participate in its next meeting. Concerning the youth's representation in the General Assembly, they will participate in the preparation in order to ensure enough time for the presentation of their work.

· Report from the presentation of the Youth Team to the Committee of the Regions in Pécs (11th September)

Mr WAALE gave an overview on the presentation he had made in cooperation with Anton KUZMIN (youth team member from the Czech Republic) as an example to illustrate active citizenship.
	projects to be release through the website

Committee Secretary: to write to Regions having sent participants to YSS concerning follow-up

Miss KAJAVA: to write a letter to Messrs KLIPP and GREENSLADE concerning travel fund

	6. Organization of the AER cooperation between Sub-Committee on Youth, the Youth Team and the Youth Summer School Organizing Committee

Mr WAALE drew the participants' attention to the internal working paper. He considered that the restructuring could have far reaching effects on the youth perspective in the AER.

With a view to mainstreaming, Cllr SPENCE felt a need for the Youth Team to be put under the direct responsibility of the AER Bureau, even if the Youth Sub-Committee would continue to exist.

David KENYON (Dorset) warned that, as the AER considers itself a political organisation and the responsibilities are supposed to be held by politicians, the young people might meet with opposition if they want to introduce topics on the AER's agenda.

Concerning the YSS Organizing Committee, Mrs ALMHJELL explained that up to now only paying members have a voting right. She nevertheless saw a need for granting the Youth Team a full seat. Further questions with regard to the structure of the Organizing Committee would be: geographical balance, gender equality. Should the person in the chair be a politician? Should the two Summer Schools continue to run in parallel?

Cllr SPENCE mentioned the fact that up to now the hosting region has no voting right in the organizing Committee.

Peter DE MARTIN (ARGE Donauländer) said that most of the issues raised had already been solved. According to the proposal for the working structures, Committee 3 would have the responsibility for the Youth Team, the Youth ambassador scheme and the YSS. The claim for a seat in the Bureau might not be successful as this would mean changing the AER statute. But, together with the request for a travel fund and for a seat in the Summer School organising committee, it could be part of a resolution to be adopted by the plenary for submission to the AER Bureau.

Committee Secretary Martin MÜHLECK said that he had already had a contact with the Treasurer who had agreed to a sort of emergency fund in case a Region could not pay for a Youth Team member's travel costs. Concerning the Organising Committee, the paying members would of course only see an interest to continue as long as their concerns are taken account of or were not underrepresented. Addressing the question of a political representative in the chair, he could not see the added value as the Organising Committee deals with rather technical problems.

As a solution, Cllr SPENCE proposed to have the president of the host region to chair the Organising Committee.

Dr PLATZER was astonished that there should be no possibility to get European funding for the YSS. This would automatically solve the question of representation in the Organising Committee.

Mr MÜHLECK proposed to try to file an application under "Youth in action". He supported the proposal to have a seat for the organising region.
	A group of participants will prepare a document taking up the different items discussed and to be submitted for adoption during a short meeting of the Sub-Committee EDUC before the plenary.

	7. Organization of the competition for the Most-youth-friendly European Region 2007

Mr Alfred KAGER (Niederösterreich) proposed to send the draft application form, which had been prepared with the cooperation of the youth team, to the jury members who will be invited to comment until 1st November. The questionnaire will be sent to the Regions in January with a deadline for the end of March.
	

	8. Information by the Committee Secretariat:

· Website and Internet communication for the Youth Team

Mr MÜHLECK said that West Sussex had agreed to sponsor a youth website of the AER which would include the Youth Team and the Youth ambassador scheme. Ms ELLIS is currently negotiating with the potential providers trying to ensure full compatibility with the existing website, easy management and ownership.

Mr MÜHLECK informed the participants that two fora had been established on Google for the young representatives in the Youth Team and the Youth ambassador scheme, the latter being open to interested persons. The intention is to include them in the future youth website.

· The new EU budget and “Youth in Action” - Main changes for the regions and possible future Committee actions

Mr MÜHLECK hinted at the factsheet that had been prepared by the Committee secretariat. He stated that with regard to applications for funding the final decision on the budget would have to be waited for in order to know the scope.
	Interested persons can contact Mr MÜHLECK for inclusion in the forum on the youth ambassador scheme.

	9. Project of a conference "Youth and Media" in 2007

Mr MÜHLECK said that Jämtland intends to invite the future Committee 3 for a meeting in combination with a conference with a practical approach. Niederösterreich, Jämtland and a third region will have the task to identify needs in this field and then extend to the other member regions.

Cllr SPENCE offered Devon's cooperation.
	

	10. Evaluation of the Project Mainstreaming Youth 2007

Mr MÜHLECK informed the participants that Ms BENFIELD, Policy coordinator of Committee A, had identified an expert who could do the final evaluation of the trial period of 2 years of the Youth Team.
	

	11. Preparation of the Annual Report of the Sub-Committee "Youth” 2006 and of the Work Plan 2007

Mr MÜHLECK agreed to send out the draft work plan for comments and input.
	Committee D secretariat: to send out the work plan for comments and input


Sub-Committee Media & Information technology (20 Sept.)

Chair: Sub-Committee Chairwoman Mona-Lisa NORRMAN (Jämtland)

The following member Regions were represented:

Dorset (GB), Jämtland (S), Niederösterreich (A), Niedersachsen (D), Satu Mare (Ro), Wielkopolskie (Pl), Zapadna Hercegovina (Bih)

The following organisations were represented:
Media Education Consultancy (A)
	Agenda Item
	Action/Decision

	1. Welcome
	

	2. Apologies

Apologies were received from: Luzern (CH), Salzburg (A), Dr Renate METLAR (Steiermark/A), Västernorrland (S)
	

	3. Adoption of the draft agenda

The agenda was unanimously adopted.
	

	4. Consultation by the European Commission “Making Europe’s online content more competitive” – Adoption of AER position

From a list of more than 30 questions, Committee Secretary Martin MÜHLECK had identified questions no. 6, 32 and 33 with relevance for the AER respectively the Regions, as they affect cultural diversity. He presented his draft replies.

Mrs NORRMAN felt that the question of security and protection of minors (pornography, paedophilia) had not been addressed. Mr MÜHLECK proposed to prepare a draft reply on behalf of the AER under the corresponding question.
	Mr MÜHLECK to prepare a draft reply concerning security issues for the plenary meeting.

	5. Information by the Committee Secretariat:

· Directive on audiovisual media services (“Television without Frontiers”)

Mr MÜHLECK presented the factsheet the Committee secretariat had prepared in this context. Alluding to the multiplication of offers and the possible shift in viewing habits (video on demand), Mrs NORRMAN wondered what could be the effects with regard to social life, communication and opinion building. She considered this a potential issue for the Media conference in Jämtland.

Mr MÜHLECK proposed to prepare a short position to be handed over to the EP on the next occasion.

Instead of complaining on mainstream productions and the diminishing ratio of those of European origin, Dr Eugen SCHERER took the view that a positive and proactive approach could be determining for the enrichment of topics and perspectives. Dr Ingrid GERETSCHLÄGER (Media Education Consultancy) was sceptic about this analysis, as European directors, in contrast to the US, do much less take account of the opinion of the viewers. She thought that in this context media education, also of the audience, is necessary and the export of programmes in order to create shared cultural heritage and knowledge. Common references and values would be needed in order to enable cultural development.

Dr GERETSCHLÄGER agreed that it could be helpful to carry, with the cooperation of experts, a survey on the technological possibilities and developments, the needs for training, and the expectations towards the media and society. But the findings should be tested at the same time in pilot projects. Mr MÜHLECK hoped that Dr GERETSCHLÄGER would help in formulating the questionnaire. Dr SCHERER proposed to test the questionnaire first on 3 Regions before sending it to all members.

· The new EU budget and “Media” for 2007-2013 - Main changes for the regions and possible future Committee actions

Mr MÜHLECK shortly presented the factsheet the Committee secretariat had prepared in this context. Replying to Dr SCHERER, he was sceptic about asking for European funding in order to finance the preliminary "media" study (see above: Directive on audiovisual media services), which could be easily done with own resources.
	Jämtland Media conference to address the social implications of, for example, video on demand.

Mr Mühleck to prepare a position for the EP, with the cooperation of Dr SCHERER, Mrs NORRMAN and Dr GERETSCHLÄGER, to be adopted during the plenary.

Committee D secretariat to prepare a questionnaire with the help of Dr GERETSCHLÄGER; questionnaire to be tested on Niederösterreich, Jämtland and West Sussex

	6. Agreeing the working method of the Sub-Committee on Media & Information Technology – Draft Work Programme & Draft Terms of Reference

Mrs NORRMAN said that the topics raised during the meeting would be integrated into the Work plan.
	Work programme to be amended on the basis of the discussions.

	7. Project of a conference "Youth and Media" in 2007

Jämtland has started the preparation of the conference, which is to take place in the first half of October. Mrs NORRMAN wished that the conference could be the starting point for regular meetings in the framework of the AER in order to exchange on practical work in the field of media. It was decided to check whether an application for funding could be made under Culture 2007, Media, Youth or Arion.

Member regions should make information available if comparable events exist in order to be able to establish links and identify interested regions.
	Committee D secretariat to check on funding possibilities

Committee D secretariat to gather information on similar events

	8. Draft Annual Report of the Sub-Committee "Media & Information Technology” 2006 & Draft Work Plan 2007

The draft work plan will be amended on the basis of the discussion.

David KENYON (Dorset) suggested to interest a regional TV station in sponsoring the work on European regional media expertise
	Work plan to be amended on the basis of the discussions.

	9. Any other business

No items.
	

	10. Presentation by Dr Ingrid Geretschläger "Thinking and talking about the Media"

Dr GERETSCHLÄGER presented the "Media Education consultancy" that had been established in Lower Austria with public and private funding as a partner of the Academy of Lower Austria. She explained the determining factors for the relationship between media and their audience as well as building media consciousness. The role of the institute is to stimulate and raise awareness on what media mean in society and providing information as well as teacher and parents training. A main focus is the early childhood education with regard to the new media by pursuing an inclusive approach. Furthermore, the activity consists in monitoring all sorts of media, bringing different groups together in order to discuss relevant issues, research and defending quality offers. Examples are school visits with quality programmes that have received the "Prix Jeunesse", issuing lists of recommended programmes or films, studies for example on internet literacy, contributions in the framework of UNICEF and "cinedays", private radio productions, audio workshops. As a conclusion, Dr GERETSCHLÄGER felt that, in the globalisation context, knowledge and understanding of the different cultures and regulatory and legal systems in Europe is necessary.

Replying to Mrs NORRMAN who had shown particular interest in the study "Where children get their knowledge from", Dr GERETSCHLÄGER had to admit that their research results are not available in another language than German, but promised to help with summaries in English, if necessary.
	


Plenary (21 Sept.)

Chair: Committee President Johanna MIKL-LEITNER, Minister for Youth of Niederösterreich (A); the discussion on the elections (item 7) was chaired by Committee Vice-President Bela BOKOR (Baranya/H)

The following member Regions were represented:

Baranya (H), Devon (Gb), Dorset (Gb), Etelä-Karjala (Fin), Etelä-Pohjanmaa (Fin), Fyn (Dk), Jämtland (S), Niederösterreich (A), Niedersachsen (D), Satu Mare (Ro), Steiermark (A), Västerbotten (S), Vestfold (N), Veszprem (H), West Sussex (Gb), Wielkopolskie (Pl), Zapadna Hercegovina (Bih)

The following organisations were represented:
ARGE Alpen Adria through a representative from Kärnten (A)

ARGE Donauländer

IMC Fachhochschule Krems (A)

Media Education Consultancy (A)

Universität Graz

Apologies were received from:

Luzern (CH), Pest (H), Salzburg (A), Dr Renate METLAR (Steiermark/A), Västernorrland (S); ECTARC
	Agenda Item
	Action/Decision

	1. Welcoming speech by Csaba Kuti, President of the Veszprém Region

President Csaba KUTI welcomed the participants and presented the Veszprém Region as well as the activities and achievements of the County Council, in particular in the field of culture, youth and sport. He alluded to the fact that Veszprém had been the AER's most youth friendly European Region 2005.
	

	2. Opening Speech by Committee President Johanna Mikl-Leitner: “Modernising in order to preserve – For a Humanist and Competitive Europe“

Committee President MIKL-LEITNER thanked President KUTI for his kind words and for the hospitality. She took the opportunity to underline the importance of the coexistence of economic considerations and humanistic values for their mutual benefit.
	

	3. Adoption of the draft agenda

The agenda was unanimously adopted.
	

	4. Approval of the Minutes of the Committee meeting in Umeå (5th May 2006)

The minutes were unanimously adopted.
	

	5. Report of Committee President Johanna Mikl-Leitner

· Results of the Discussions and Decisions regarding the AER Restructuring during the AER Bureau Meeting in Sarajevo (16th June)

Dr Eugen SCHERER (Niederösterreich) briefly summarised the discussion process and presented the final proposal, which takes account of the concerns Committee D had expressed in Umeå. Dr SCHERER asked the Committee Secretariat to pay attention that Media be expressly mentioned in the Committee title.

Committee D agreed to the results of AER Task Force and Bureau meeting in Sarajevo (16th June).

· Draft Terms of Reference and Draft Work Plan for the future Committee 3

Committee secretary Martin MÜHLECK presented the documents that had been amended in the light of the discussions of the previous day. He took the opportunity to give an overview on those activities of Committee A which the future Committee 3 will have to take over. Two strands have recently been created: a) a Memorandum of understanding between the UNDP and the AER in view of a programme called "ART" aiming at the cooperation with Regions in developing countries, b) establishing contacts between the regions of the Mediterranean. The cooperation with AER's interregional member organisations would be a third strand.

Cllr Saxon SPENCE (Devon) hoped that the concentration on 3 Committees would allow for increased participation and representation of the member regions.

The participants unanimously adopted the proposals.

· Report on Committee President Johanna Mikl-Leitner's participation in the Conference "The European culture - the culture of the future" in Pécs (25th May)

Thanking Vice-President Bela BOKOR, President MIKL-LEITNER briefly summarised the speech "on the Lisbon process and the European soul" she had given on that occasion. She had insisted on the values and the content of the work of the Regions. The participants had agreed that the following issues need to be further discussed:

· the role of economy,

· the practical use of a broad general education,

· the role of the media in education and its quality,

· dialogue between culture, education and democracy,

· dialogue between education and globalisation

· integration of foreign cultures,

· underestimated role of the humanities.
	Committee D secretariat: the full title of future Committee 3 should expressly mention media

The participants unanimously adopted the proposals.

	6. Presentation of Ms Marie-Françoise Muller (Vice-President Bourgogne) from the Committee A Working Group on regional partnerships on "interregional cooperation and its integration into the future Committee 3 structures"

Ms MULLER not having been able to be present in Veszprem, the topic will be put on the agenda of the next meeting.
	Committee D secretariat: include topic in next meeting's agenda

	7. Preparation of the General Assembly

· Election/Re-election of the Committee President

Committee President MIKL-LEITNER reminded the participants that the Committee has the right to propose a candidate to the General Assembly.

Vice-President Bela BOKOR having called for proposals, Dr Karin GAFERT (Niedersachsen) proposed Mrs MIKL-LEITNER. The proposal was sustained by Dr Karlpeter ELIS (Steiermark). The participants unanimously adopted the proposal.

· Appointment of Moderators from Committee D for discussion groups

Mr MÜHLECK explained that the main topic "globalisation" will be dealt with under 4 sub topics that are related to the Committees. Committee D would be in charge of culture. Several discussion tables could be organised on the topic, each in one language. At the present stage, the Committee secretariat is looking for persons willing to moderate the discussion tables. Interested persons should contact the secretariat at their earliest convenience.

· New Bureau Membership Structures

Mr MÜHLECK informed the participants that the distribution of the seats in the Bureau will change: Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Russia, Albania and Turkey will get more seats while Spain and Portugal will loose one.
	Committee D secretariat: nomination of Mrs MIKL-LEITNER as Committee President to be submitted to the General Assembly

Persons interested in moderating a discussion table at the GA on the topic of culture in the globalisation context are kindly asked to contact Committee D secretariat

	8. Presentation by Director Boyer of the IMC University of Applied Sciences in Krems: "University – Industry – collaborations"

Presenting the origins and activity of the IMC University of Applied Sciences, Dr BOYER said that the main idea had been to implement pilot projects aiming at tourist development in combination with tailor-made training, underpinned by a public-private partnership (PPP). He considers that technical colleges have to be organised like businesses and are training enterprises that sell a good: professional training. This forms the common basis with industry, allowing them to cooperate in partnership. Professional trainers should have an own economic activity in order to keep in touch with reality. Training should be customer (students, economy, parents) and market oriented.

Employability of the students, who are part of the "learning team", is enhanced by lecturers from the industry or research and a half-year international practical traineeship. Business contacts are regularly established at all levels.

Dr BOYER insisted also on the importance of strategic image development, following the principle "to be different from all the others".

The whole concept has proven many times and also been exported to other countries.
	

	9. Reporting back from the Sub-Committee meetings

Alluding to the probable resignation of Kaj NØRHOLM due to the regional restructuring in Denmark, Committee President MIKL-LEITNER took the opportunity to thank him on behalf of the Committee for his work.

Thanking the participants for their support, Mr NØRHOLM proposed that, until further clarification of the situation, Mr Svein Kristian WAALE should be at least provisionally the contact person for his Sub-Committee. The participants accepted the proposal.

· Culture

Mona Lisa NORRMAN (Jämtland) and Dr Eugen SCHERER (Niederösterreich) summarised the discussions of the Sub-Committee (see minutes of that meeting).

The Committee unanimously adopted: the draft work plan of the cultural heritage working group and of the Sub-Committee, the draft proposal for the reply concerning the European year of intercultural dialogue and the nomination of Fyn as the AER's representative at the ECTN (European Cultural Tourism Network) Conference in Göteborg/S (22nd-24th November).

· Education & Training

Mr NØRHOLM summarised the discussions of the Sub-Committee (see minutes of that meeting). He then gave lecture of the position of the Sub-Committee on the EIT.

Cllr SPENCE said that, to make sense, the first line should read: "should not …" or "could" be at the expense of … In the 2nd clause at the end, "the EU should be encouraged …".

Dr GAFERT commented that the German Länder had been very critical of the EIT, but had changed their position as it seems sure to be created and the Länder prefer to arrange themselves with the Commission. She made their comprehensive opinion, speaking in favour of separate funding from the regional funds and the 7th RFP, available to the Committee secretariat. She suggested including this aspect in the Sub-Committee's position.

The resolution was unanimously adopted.

· Media & Information Technology

Mona Lisa NORRMAN and Dr Eugen SCHERER summarised the discussions of the Sub-Committee (see minutes of that meeting).

The participants unanimously adopted the proposal of a pilot questionnaire and the work plan of the Sub-Committee.

President MIKL-LEITNER wished for the Committee D secretariat to present in the next meeting an overview on EU funding possibilities in the work field of Committee D.

· Youth

Svein Kristian WAALE referred to the written summary of the discussions that had been distributed (see also minutes of that meeting). He then gave lecture of a document concerning the Sub-Committee's position on item 6 of its agenda (internal coordination between AER bodies and activities).

The participants unanimously adopted the position as well as the work plan of the Sub-Committee

· Conference Projects for 2007: “Youth and Media” and “Universities and Economic Competition”

Two conferences are planned and will be organised in combination with a plenary meeting:

· "Higher education, universities and economic competitiveness" in Spring 2007 in Vojvodina

· "Youth & Media" from 3rd to 5th October 2007 in Jämtland.
	Svein Kristian WAALE in charge of the Sub-Committee Education until further notice.
EIT position to be amended according to the 3 proposals

Committee D secretariat to prepare, together with Dr GERET​SCHLÄ​GER, a questionnaire for the regions to be tested on Niederösterreich, Jämtland and West Sussex.

in this context see also:

www.eu-foerderungen.at
Committee D secretariat: to send a call for experts together with minutes

	10. Information by the Committee Secretariat

· 7th Research Framework Programme in the EU

· State Aid Reform in the EU

· Services Directive / GATS / Services of General interest

Mr MÜHLECK drew the participants' attention to the corresponding factsheets the Committee secretariat had prepared. He said that his intention is to regularly update these sheets and asks the members not to hesitate to contact the secretariat if they have input or comments.
	

	11. GATS Working Group: Draft Terms of Reference & Draft Work Plan

Dr SCHERER presented the documents and pointed out that the major issue would be to define what "provision of services free of charge" means.

It was decided to formulate a position on the possible definitions of "services free of charge". The participants unanimously adopted the draft terms of reference and work plan.
	Dr. SCHERER to research and draft a possible position on “services free of charge”

	12. Reports on recent and future meetings and important developments

· Introduction to the new AER Website

· The new instruments of partnership pools on the AER website

Committee assistant Doris MATERNE presented the website along the lines of the note she had prepared in this context, insisting on the necessity for the members to apply for a personalised access. Referring to complaints from participants that the password is too complicated, she said that, during the registration period, there is no possibility to change but that, at a later stage, there might be the possibility to propose a password for acceptance by the AER.

Even if the Committee's work might be partly reorganised for example with the help of discussion forums, it would not affect existing communication means like the AER weekly.

Mr Erik SEDIG (Västerbotten) suggested the inclusion of a "frequently asked questions" section.

· Eurodyssey

Mr MÜHLECK informed the participants that the annual Forum taking place at the same in Oslo will choose a new presidency for the programme. The candidate Regions are the Açores (P) and Hunedoara (RO). He expressed the hope that with 16 new regions joining the programme, the number of exchanges would increase.

· Summer Schools 2006

Mr MÜHLECK said that both Summer Schools (traditional and youth) had each had about 80 participants and had enjoyed perfect organisation by the Region of Maramures. The SS 2007 will take place in Devon.

· Cultural Heritage Conference, Vienna (18-20th October)

Dr SCHERER repeated the invitation that had been sent out during the summer time and had included a questionnaire on cultural heritage.

· Meeting of the Youth Team with the CoR in Pécs (11th September)

See: Minutes Youth Team

Youth Team's Powerpoint-Presentation in Pécs

Other contributions concerning "EDUC external seminar in Pécs"
	FAQs to be added to AER website

	13. Any other business

No item.
	

	14. Date and venue of the Committee 3 meetings in 2007

See. item 9 of these minutes.
	


Committee D thanked the Mr KUTI and his collaborators as well as the Region of Veszprém for their hospitality, warm welcome and the excellent working conditions they had offered.
Strasbourg, 3rd October 2006 (DM)
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