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Committee 3 “Culture, Education & Training, Youth, Media & Information Technology, Interregional and International Cooperation”

 Draft Operational Plan, 2007

	AER Priorities and Tasks
	Activity
	Outcomes
	Outputs

	1. Promoting the modernisation and Internationalisation of regional governance

	1.2 To promote the ability of the regions to design, develop and deliver services to their citizens
	Monitoring, formulation of AER position and interest representation concerning services in the European Union (Services Directive, State Aids Reform, Services of General Interest, GATS)
	Regions have full responsibility to take decisions which affect the regional level, without interference from other levels of government
	AER Position Papers, Dissemination of AER position among European decision-makers and opinion-formers 

	1.3 To promote and ensure respect for cultural diversity and cultural heritage in Europe’s regions
	AER Interest Representation in order to preserve respect for cultural heritage in legislation
	Cultural diversity and cultural heritage are promoted and recognised as assets in the modernisation process
	Protection of cultural diversity through EU, Council of Europe and UNESCO legislation

	
	Setting up a Cultural Heritage Network to organise support for member regions regarding the preservation of their cultural heritage
	Cultural diversity and cultural heritage are promoted and recognised as assets in this modernisation process
	Pragmatic help network between the member regions for the preservation of cultural heritage, based on solidarity between the regions.

	1.6 To ensure representation of European regions in organisations responsible for global governance
	Start of AER cooperation with UNESCO and UNDP, 

Representation of Committee 3 interests vis-à-vis the European Commission, European Parliament, Council of Ministers, Committee of Regions and Council of Europe
	Global governance institutions take into account the needs and interests of the European regions in their policy-making processes
	Network of contacts with global governance institutions, where the AER is perceived as a reliable and knowledgeable co-operation partner


	2. Promoting innovation, growth and employment in Europe’s regions

	2.2 To improve regional education and training policies and to promote initiatives for lifelong learning
	Gathering of best practice examples of the regions regarding the innovative potential for the economy of education and training policies

Further widening and deepening of the Eurodyssey programme
	Regions develop education and training policies tailored to the needs of their economies
	Conference of “Higher Education and the Economy”

Increasing number of participants and widening geographic scope of Eurodyssey

	2.8 To foster economic links between Europe’s regions and their counterparts worldwide in order to capitalise upon the opportunities provided by the global economy
	Implementation of the ART programme in cooperation with UNDP
	European regions form new partnerships and linkages worldwide, which provide opportunities for regional economic development
	Support and development programmes between European regions and regions in developing countries

	3. Addressing the challenges of demographic change, migration, health and social exclusion

	3.3 To assist regions in developing policies and programmes which promote multicultural societies
	Cooperation with the region of Carinthia (A) on minorities; preparation of a conference and projects for better integration of minorities
	Regions successfully integrate minority communities and develop vibrant multicultural societies
	Working Group on Minorities

	3.8 To assist regions in responding to the social and cultural implications of asylum and migration
	Setting up interregional cooperation between the regions on the educational integration of migrant families
	Regions develop policies to effectively address the challenges associated with asylum and migration
	Setting up a frame for a smoother migration for youngsters from one region to another in different states


	5. Making Democracy Work

	5.6 To promote the engagement of all citizens (including young people, the elderly, women, men, minorities and socially excluded groups) into regional politics and policy-making
	Organisation of the Summer Schools, with the strong participation of young regional activists

Continuation of the European Youth Ambassador Scheme

Deepening of the Youth Team activities
	Regions ensure that all citizens are involved in developing and delivering policies
	Creating a European network of young regional activists

EYA projects for young people in Europe

Inclusion of Youth aspects in all relevant AER policy areas

	5.7 To promote the communication of democracy through regional media channel and all other available means of communication
	Provide training for regional officers regarding new media in a one-day event in Jämtland in October 2007, with a focus on communication with young people
	Citizens receive accurate information about democratic processes, allowing them to engage fully in democratic life
	Regional institutions are able to communicate with their citizens more efficiently

	6. Creating a secure environment for citizens

	6.2 To promote the role of the regions in ensuring stability and democratic consolidation in the European neighbourhood and beyond
	Development of regional cooperation groups with regions from the Southern Mediterranean and Eastern Europe, setting up structures and a strategy, creating first contacts with potential partner regions in the European neighbourghood
	European regions implement co-operation projects to help develop democratic practices at the regional level in the European neighbourhood and beyond, creating a secure environment for citizens living in those regions
	First contacts with European neighbourhood, identification of needs and development of project strategies.
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