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Procedure : For adoption

Proposal for the AER to take up the « Schools adopt monuments » scheme

Background

In a recent meeting with representatives of the English Regions, the AER has been asked to consider taking up and perpetuating the « Schools adopt monuments » project initiated by the Pegasus Foundation.

Created in 1991, the Pegasus Foundation was a private initiative under Belgian law by about 50 members of the European Parliament. Due to the withdrawl of the European Commission’s financial support, the Foundation as such does not exist any longer. The Foundation’s mission was to promote the European identity through educational projects in cultural heritage targeted to European youth. The Foundation was also interested in implementing enabling technologies for experimentation in schools and in the development of quality multimedia materials as a means of promoting European heritage and developing citizenship.

The « Schools Adopt Monuments » scheme
The major project of the Foundation was called « Schools Adopt Monuments ». Since 1993 this project has been implemented in fifteen European countries involving more than 330 schools and 160,000 students.

The goal of this project is to acquaint children with their local and European heritage in an innovative, "hands on" way. Pupils adopt a site or monument in their area and by researching and understanding it within its cultural, social, and historical contexts, and by sharing their discoveries, they learn about their citizenship while applying the scientific and human knowledge learnt at school. The project has attracted funding from ISPO, DG XXII - Education, Training and Youth, DG X and the General Secretariat. Starting in March 1996, a multimedia component of this project has been set up as a Europe-wide initiative to put schools on-line. The multimedia component received important sponsoring by Hewlett Packard, pedagogical support from the Academy of Dijon and technical support from the « Ecole Central de Lyon ».

The English example

In Great Britain, the scheme is implemented by the English Heritage.

Definition of a « monument » : anything which has an architectural or historical interest. The criteria for choice of monument included ease of access and a compliant owner or manager, close proximity to the school, and scope.

Declared aim : to get both teachers and children to look at their local historic environment, i.e. the immediate locality of the school, by allowing for a period of three years for a wide range of curriculum work on the adopted monument in various subjects.

Objectives :

· Help children value their historic environment;

· Give teachers expertise in using the local historic environment as a teaching resource;

· Introduce children to citizenship issues, such as local democracy and the planning process

· Strengthen schools' links with their local community through contact with owners, residents, and professionals; and

· Develop communication links with other schools and pupils involved in the project in England and other European countries.

In each participating area the project was co-ordinated at a local level by a museum education officer, or an Education Business Partnership organiser, or archaeologist, who worked with the schools, offering advice and helping teachers plan their work. These co-ordinators also formed a network, and liaised with English Heritage education officers, which continued to manage the scheme. The schools included primary and secondary pupils, as well as several groups of children with learning difficulties. Even children as young as three or four years old were involved. Many teachers looked at their monuments as a resource for teaching the whole curriculum.

For example, All Saints Primary School in Lincoln chose to adopt a local park which contained the site of Hartsholme Hall. As very few physical traces of the Hall remain (it was demolished in the 1950s and 1960s), the pupils had to use a variety of skills to find out what it had been like. They visited the site and recorded the few remaining signs of the Hall and formal gardens. They used local archives to find out more about the past owners and what the Hall looked like. The children then realised that there may be people still living in Lincoln who remembered the Hall before it was demolished. They wrote a letter to the local newspaper appealing for help from anyone who had a story to tell. This met with spectacular success, and some of the respondents were invited to the school for an afternoon to be interviewed about their memories of the Hall. The children prepared questions to ask their guests, some of whom had worked at Hartsholme in the 1930s. The discussions gave the children a wider understanding of what life had been like in the past, and also encouraged them to value the contribution of others in the community. The project culminated in the children writing a history trail leaflet for the site of the Hall which has been produced with the help from a local graphic design and printing company as well as a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund.

In other schools there has been a great emphasis on the arts. Artist-in-residence schemes enabled young people to work alongside professionals, responding to their monuments in different ways. Pupils from Greenfield School in Woking worked with the poet Adisa, and created their own poetry about Woking Park. Children from The Marist School contributed to a textile panel inspired by the Shah Jelian Mosque, the oldest mosque in Britain and, until the 1960s, the only one. In any case, the involvement of local coordinators, professionals and/or local conservation officers as well as networking with other schools was up to the individual institution.

The role of English Heritage was to provide support to schools in form of teaching material, guidance and advice, and, where practicable, training courses.

Conclusion

Even if the scheme as such does not exist any more, the European Parliament has still a contact point. The person in charge is at present in touch with the French Ministry for culture in order to seek to revive the scheme.

The members of Committee will have to decide whether they want to get involved in the scheme and what could be their role.
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