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Working Group GATS & Services

Terms of Reference

1. Overview

One of the fundamental principles of the European Union lies in the four freedoms of the Common Market. While the free movement of goods, capital and persons in the EU appears to be almost completed, the last years have seen increasing efforts to establish also the free movement of services between the EU Member States – a sector, which today amounts to more than half of the EU’s GDP. The liberalisation of services inside the EU runs in parallel to the global discussions under the WTO’s GATS negotiations to liberalise also the global trade in services.

Current legislative projects such as the GATS negotiations, the Services Directive, Services of General Interest and the State Aid Reform potentially would affect the freedom of European Regions to implement their individual policies in the fields of culture, media, education and languages – policy areas forming an integral part of the Cultural Diversity of Europe. 

The protection of Cultural Diversity lies the heart of democratic practice in Europe and is one of the foundations of the European project, its protection is one of the fundamental objectives of the Assembly of European Region. Therefore, the Working Group “GATS & Services” has been created within the AER Committee D (future Committee 3) and will focus upon upholding this principle vis-à-vis European decision-makers. 

2. Aims and Objectives
The overall aim of the Working Group “GATS & Services” is to ensure that the autonomy of European Regions regarding services provided in the field of culture, education, media and languages is upheld and protected. 

The objectives
 of the Working Group are:

· To promote the diversity of culture, media, education and languages;

· To ensure that the interests of the European Regions are taken into account by the European and National institutions during the negotiations on GATS, the Services Directive, Services of General Interest and the reform of the EU State Aid System as well any other legislative development in that policy area; and 

· To ensure the implementation of the principle of subsidiarity

3. Working Methodology
In order to carry out its work successfully, the Working Group will implement the following types of activities:

· Set a monitoring system into motion that leads to a regular flow of information for the AER member on the latest developments in European politics on services in the fields of culture, education, media and languages; 

· Define a Strategy and Position of the AER by internal communication between the Working Group members;

· Develop information material such as brochures, position papers etc. on the AER position;

· Meet and consult European decision-makers and opinion-formers to raise the public awareness regarding the AER’s position and to gain support for it, and

· If considered necessary, press conferences, hearings and conferences on the issue. 

4. Division of Labour
The Working Group “GATS & Services” may appoint project leaders among its members to prepare and lead on a specific project in the framework of the Working Group priorities. 

5. Membership
All members of the AER may join the Working Group “GATS & Services”. It is proposed that membership should stem preferably from Committee 3 members. At the same time, the AER Secretariat should also ensure a continuous cooperation with the other AER Committees. In addition, it is proposed to nominate one of Working Group members as coordinator of the Working Group “GATS & Services. 

6. Meetings

The Working Groups arranges its meetings according to need, preferably during the Committee 3 Plenary Meetings and/or conferences. As it directly reports to the Committee 3 Plenary, this allows immediate political affirmation of the actions to be taken and thus improves the ability of the AER to act in this area. 

� These objectives are defined within the AER Strategic Plan 2007-2012





	



