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Committee 3 

Culture, Education, Youth, Media, 

International Co-operation and Interregional Co-operation

Terms of Reference

1. Overview

For the past 20 years, the AER has been a key proponent of safeguarding the identity and the cultural diversity of European regions, based on the principles of regional democracy, European citizenship and subsidiarity. The AER has also been a major contributor in the promotion of interregional co-operation and represented European regions also in the area of international co-operation. For this reason, the new Committee 3 of the AER has been created in 2006 in order create a forum for combining these core principles of culture, regional identity and cooperation between regions in Europe and beyond. 

2. Aims and Objectives

The overall aim of the Committee 3 is to ensure that the core principles that underpin regional democracy in the fields of culture, education, youth and media upheld and respected, while it will be also leading the AER on issues related to interregional and international cooperation.

The objectives
 of the Committee 3 are:

· To promote the diversity of culture, media and education and to ensure that the regional point of view concerning cultural, educational and audiovisual policies is taken account of in European policies

· To deliver democracy through diversity by promotion of cultural and linguistic diversity as a richness and to raise awareness with the citizen 

· To promote the modernisation and internationalisation of regional governance and to link the activities of European regions to their counterparts on other continents

· To enhance the participation of young people by giving them a platform to exchange with politicians on topics relevant to them in order to further their political involvement in the AER, in their regions and in Europe 

3. Working Methodology

In order to carry out its work successfully, the Committee 3 will implement the following types of activities:

· Advise regional governments on best practice in the fields of cultural diversity, education, media and youth policies

· Co-operate with the Committee of the Regions, the European Commission and Parliament, the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities (CLRAE) and other interregional associations on these issues

· Identify and develop training resources and information sources for regional officers and politicians on these issues

· Implement programmes and initiate activities on interregional and international cooperation, including North-South dialogue, contacts with the Southern Mediterranean and Southeast Europe. 

· Co-operate with international organisations such as UNDP, UNESCO and OSCE on issues of relevance to the AER member regions

4. Sub-committees and Working Groups

The Committee 3 will have 5 sub-committees (Culture, Education & Training, Media & Information Technologies, Youth, Interregional and International Cooperation). However, it may create ad-hoc working groups on a project-by-project basis as well as adapt its sub-committee structure according to needs and resources. 

5. Membership

All members of the AER may join the Committee. It is proposed that the President of the Committee 3 is Johanna Mikl-Leitner, Minister for Women, Families and Generations of Lower Austria. In addition, it is proposed that the Committee has three Vice-Presidents.

6. Meetings

The Committee 3 holds regular meetings twice a year, one in the first half, the other in the second half of the year. The meeting consists usually of meetings of the individual Sub-Committees and Working Groups, followed by a Plenary Session, comprising all member of the Committee. An additional event can also be organised, such as a one-day conference or a half-day seminar, if appropriate.

* * *

� These objectives are defined within the AER Strategic Plan 2007-2012





	



