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Document for Information

Working Group “Cultural Heritage”

Terms of Reference

1. Overview

Cultural Diversity lies at the heart of Europe’s heritage and characterises the daily lives of most Europeans, who are rooted in the culture and traditions of their home regions. This heritage also becomes manifest in buildings and monuments for instance, which are very often the focal point of a region’s cultural legacy. In this sense, Europe’s diverse histories and cultures are reflected in the material remnants present in huge numbers all over the continent. 

Even though Europe is still richly covered with the legacies of its cultural heritage, the numerous economic, political and social changes of the last decades in all European regions often shift the conservation of cultural heritage to the background, while economic considerations are considered the main priorities. This often leads to the negligence of a region’s cultural heritage and might became a danger to its very survival.

As the AER is fully aware of the importance of historical artefacts and national treasures for European cultural identity, it intends to contribute to their preservation. Therefore, the Working Group “Cultural Heritage” has been created within the AER Committee D (future Committee 3) and will focus upon exploring ways to the cultural heritage in Europe’s regions. 

2. Aims and Objectives
The overall aim of the Working Group “Cultural Heritage” is to explore ways and to provide help to ensure the long-term protection and restoration of historical buildings and monuments, thus promoting Europe’s Cultural Diversity.

The objectives
 of the Working Group are:

· To contribute in the protection and restoration of historical buildings and monuments;

· To conduct a restoration initiative for inter-regional exchange of experience for the protection of cultural heritage;

· To support the development of the economic potential of such sites of cultural heritage, especially in the field of tourism, as a means for their long-term preservation. 

· To create awareness among EU decision-makers to prevent historical artefacts and national treasures from being plundered; and

· To support projects that connect European citizens with their cultural heritage and identity, thus adding to a stronger sense of European citizenship.

3. Working Methodology
In order to carry out its work successfully, the Working Group will implement the following types of activities:

· Continue its work of setting up a registry of buildings and monuments of high value to cultural heritage. The registry should serve as a contact point to facilitate projects to support the protection of these sites and to open them up for tourist use; 

· Follow-up from the Vienna Congress on “Cultural Heritage and New Technologies” to identify the main needs of European regions in the preservation of cultural heritage.

· Develop benchmark projects for selected items of cultural heritage 

· Link up to European Institutions and other organisations to provide funding sources; and

· Introduce tools to facilitate the exchange of best practice between regions.

4. Division of Labour
The Working Group “Cultural Heritage” may appoint project leaders among its members to prepare and lead on a specific project in the framework of the Working Group priorities.

5. Membership
All members of the AER may join the Working Group “Cultural Heritage”. It is proposed that membership should stem preferably from Committee 3 members. At the same time, the AER Secretariat should also ensure a continuous cooperation with the other AER Committees. In addition, it is proposed to nominate one of Working Group members as coordinator of the Working Group “Cultural Heritage”.

6. Meetings

The Working Groups arranges its meetings according to need, preferably during the Committee 3 Plenary Meetings and/or conferences. As it directly reports to the Committee 3 Plenary, this allows immediate political affirmation of the actions to be taken and thus improves the ability of the AER to act in this area.

Unanimously adopted by Committee D

Veszprém, 21st September 2006
� These objectives are defined within the AER Strategic Plan 2007-2012
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