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Committee 3 

Culture, Education, Youth, Media, 

International Co-operation and Interregional Co-operation

Work Plan 2007

1. Key areas of activity:

Culture, Education, Training, Youth, Media, Cultural Heritage, GATS, Cultural Diversity (including UNESCO convention), Regional Languages, Regional Partnership Instruments (ENPI, EGCC, Madrid Outline Convention), Southeast Europe, Southern Mediterranean, Decentralised Co-operation, Co-operation with International Organisation

2. Key Priorities for 2007:

The key priorities for the Committee 3 for 2007 are as follows: 

· Successful establishment of new working structures in the new Committee 3 

· Organisation of a conference on “Youth and Media” 

· Development of a “Cultural Heritage” Network 

· Organisation of a conference on “Universities and Economic Competition”

· Continuation of the European Youth Ambassador Scheme and the Youth Mainstreaming Programme, Support the Organisation of the Youth Summer School 

· Interest Representation of the European Regions regarding GATS, Services, State Aid Reform and Media vis-à-vis the EU 

· Implementation of the ART programme on regional partnerships with the UNDP

3. Description of Activities

3.1 Successful establishment of new working structures in the new Committee 3  

Following the completion of the restructuring process of the AER by the end of 2006, today's Committee D (Culture, Education & Training, Media & Information Technology, Youth) will be transformed into Committee 3. While it retains all competencies of Committee D, the new Committee also will include the areas of interregional and international cooperation, currently part of Committee A. 

It will be a major key priority for 2007, to adapt to the new composition of Committee 3 and to create an atmosphere that will lead to a successful integration of all the members to create synergies and new momentum for all policy areas. In the course of 2007 it might be also assessed in how far the Committee structures should be adapted in order to work in the most efficient way.   

3.2 Organisation of a conference on “Youth and Media” 

Over the last years, the role of media has tremendously increased in the lives of young people in Europe. With the development of new technologies and public online access, young people can now access information and use computer tools much more easily. At the same time, it became more difficult for conventional media to reach young people, who use them more and more rarely.

The conference on “Youth and Media” will explore the impact and challenges of media for young people as well as the role of the regions in that process. It should provide the regions with ideas and tools, how to make best use of the media in relation to the youth. It will also look at information technologies and regional development as well as highlight innovative forms of education.

3.3 Development of a “Cultural Heritage” Network 

Following from the first steps in 2007, the Committee 3 will continue to provide the members with help regarding the preservation of cultural heritage in the regions. After the distribution of questionnaires to the members and the analysis of their contributions, practical measures will be initiated to provide the members with support. 

Among these measures are the creation of an inventory of cultural heritage, pilot projects, assistance in the development of cultural tourism schemes in the regions, seminars as well as training for the organisation of funding and know-how. Furthermore, legislation regarding the protection of monuments will be taken into account by the “Cultural Heritage” Network as well.

3.4 Organisation of a conference “Universities and Economic Competition”

In the field of Education and Training, the question of how it would be possible to combine the principle of economic competition with the objectives and workings of universities – a question, of which the answer might help solving the problem of financing high and efficient standards for universities in the European regions.

The Committee 3 will therefore organise in 2007 a conference to outline possible routes for universities by using forms of economic competition. Speakers from different strands of higher education will present their techniques and policies for the best use of the potential benefits and also highlight the challenges of such a combination.

3.5 Continuation of the European Youth Ambassador Scheme, Organisation of the Youth Summer School and the Youth Mainstreaming Programme

In 2006, the youth policies of the AER entered into a new phase with the implementation of programmes on different levels. The AER Youth Team took a more active role in furthering the Youth Mainstreaming in the AER, the European Youth Ambassador Scheme created a network of young activists in the regions, while the Youth Summer School and the Eurodyssey programme continued to be autonomous AER programmes that provide young people with a European perspective. 

In 2007, the existing youth initiatives should be deepened and extended in order to allow them to take root in the AER in the long term. A next step that would include the practical application of the AER Youth Structures should be considered for 2007, among them a continuous communication between the different AER Youth initiatives and programmes in order to complement and support each other.

3.6. Interest Representation of the European Regions regarding GATS, Services, State Aid Reform and Media vis-à-vis the EU

It is one of the main priorities of the Committee 3 to ensure the representation of European regions in the discussions on the competences of regions regarding services in the field of culture, education, audiovisual services. These issues are currently discussed on the European level as well as in the framework of GATS.

The Working Group «GATS & Services» will continue to represent the interests of the European regions at the European and WTO institutions to ensure that no new legislation will be adopted without the regions' position to be taken into account. The issues involved include among others GATS, the Services Directive, Services of General Interest and State Aid Reform in the EU and – last but not least – the EU legislation regarding media.

3.7. Implementation of the ART programme on regional partnerships with the UNDP

The Working Group on Regional Partnerships of the previous Committee A of the AER will continue its work in 2007 in the framework of the new Committee 3. In the centre of its work, there will be the implementation of the ART programme in cooperation with the United Nations Development Plan (UNDP), which will facilitate the cooperation between regions from Europe and developing countries.

In this context, the Committee 3 will also assess to include cooperation in Southeast Europe as well as the countries of the Southern Mediterranean into its priorities for interregional and international co-operation.

3. Meetings

The Committee will hold regular meetings twice a year. The working languages of Committee 3 will be English, French and German. The timing and location of the first and second meeting in 2007 are still to be confirmed. 

4. Timeline
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