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Working Group GATS & Services

Work Plan 2007

1. Key Priorities for 2007

The key priorities for the Working Group GATS & Services are: 

· Monitor the latest developments in European politics on services in the fields of culture, education, media and languages; 

· Inform the AER members on threats and opportunities regarding the subject of legislation on services;

· Develop AER information material;

· Creating a network of supporting interest groups and sympathetic opinion-formers; and

· Influence legislative decisions in Europe on services and protecting the interests of European Regions. 

2. Description of Activities

The following outline shows the activities following from the preparatory work of the Working Group during the second half of 2006 

2.1 Monitoring the latest developments in European politics on services in the fields of culture, education, media and languages 

In order to protect the interests of the European Regions regarding services, the Working Group (supported by the AER Secretariat) will closely monitor the latest developments and inform its members accordingly. The monitoring includes media monitoring as well as the identification of main decision-makers and opinion-formers and a close surveillance of the detailed steps in the institutional decision-making processes. 

The main legislative issues for 2007 appear to be the following
:

· The Services Directive – to be finally adopted in the first months of 2007;

· GATS negotiations – possibly to be resumed in 2007, if this is not the case, the EU might initiate bilateral agreements with its trading partners;

· Services of General Interest – Current discussions might lead to a legislative proposal of the European Commission in 2007;

· State Aid Reform – The European Commission plans to propose an exemption clause for culture, education and media regarding state aid in December 2006.

The Working Group will, however, not limit its scope to these four issues, but will be closely monitoring all developments on services, which might affect European Regions.

2.2 Inform the AER members on threats and opportunities of legislation on services 

While general documents on the issue will be published on the public AER website, internal updates and information will be accessible only to the intranet and in particular to the members of the Working Group. If deemed necessary, a separate discussion forum on the AER intranet will be established as well.

The Working Group members, supported by the AER Secretariat, will identify in detail the major threats and/or opportunities of the recent developments for the European Regions and analyse the impact of proposed changes to the current situation. 

2.3 Develop AER Information Material

Based on its information and its analysis off threats and opportunities, the Working Group will adopt a common approach and strategy to ensure that the interests of European Regions are taken into account by European decision-makers. To this effect, the Working Group will draft information material such position papers outlining its position on services in the European regions in general and – more specifically - on current legislative proposals or amendments. 

The Working Group will consider producing a printed brochure on the general position of the AER on the abovementioned issues, but will also adopt specific position papers on detailed issues as a tool for its interest representation vis-à-vis decision-maker. For instance, such a position paper could be use to inform Members of the European Parliament about the AER’s approval or disapproval of specific articles in a legislative proposal.

2.4 Creating a network of supporting interest groups and sympathetic opinion-formers

The members of the Working Group will identify other interest groups and also opinion-formers that are likely supporters of the AER’s position. As a result, the AER will have a solid base of supporters inside and outside the European Institutions that are will to support its concerns about the current developments in the liberalisation of services in the field of culture, education, media and languages.

In order to strengthen this support, the Working Group – together with the Commission 3 – will consider organising events, such as an international conference, a European Parliament hearing or a press campaign to motivate and activate its support base before important legislative decisions are being taken.

2.5 Influence legislative decisions in Europe on services and protecting the interests of European Regions
The Working Group will also actively pursue an awareness-raising campaign with European decision-makers in order to inform them about the AER’s positions. In this way it should be ensured that the interests of the European Regions regarding services in the field of culture, education, media and languages are taken into account when drafting and adopting legislative proposals on services in Europe

.

3. Meetings

The Working Group will hold meetings on an ad-hoc basis, but preferably immediately before each Committee 3 meeting and will report directly to Committee 3. This will allow immediate political affirmation of the actions to be taken and thus improve the ability of the AER to act in this area. The working languages of the Working Group GATS & Services will be English. The timing and location of the meetings in 2007 are still to be confirmed. 

4. Budget

	Budget Item
	Amount

	Information Material (tbc)
	€ 1,000 – 1,500 (tbc)

	
	

	Total
	€ 1,000 – 1,500 (tbc)


5. Timeline
	Month
	Activity
	Location

	Jan- Mar
	Development of the an updated general AER position on Services 
	

	Jan-December
	Continuous monitoring on political developments
	

	May
	Meeting of the Working Group (tbc)
	

	October
	Meeting of the Working Group (tbc)
	


� For further information on the specific legislative issues, please consult the individual AER factsheets.





	



