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1) Background

The new “Youth in Action” programme 2007-2013 will replace the “Youth” Programme 2006 but will consist all main existing elements of the current “Youth” Programme. 

2) Summary

With the proposal for a new “Youth in Action” programme for the period 2007-2013 the European Commission intends to extend the former “Youth” programme 2006 and the “Promotion of bodies active in the field of youth” 2004-2006. The programme intends to involve young people in society as active citizens, it should contribute to their education, develop their sense of solidarity and mutual understanding and it continues to pursue the Lisbon strategy. Beneficiaries gain a European outlook which they can then transmit to their peers. 

The new programme was established with regard to the principle of subsidiarity consequently it will act mainly where the Member States cannot operate effectively.  The agreement of the European Council foresees 885 m € for the next seven years.

The programme aims at five general objectives: 

1. Promote young people’s active citizenship

2. Develop young people’s solidarity 

3. Foster mutual understanding between peoples through young people 

4. Support youth activities and the capabilities of civil society organisations in the youth field

5. Promote European cooperation in youth policy

To achieve these five objectives there will be carried out the following actions: 

Action 1: Youth for Europe: (30% ≈ 265, 5 m €, minimum amount)

· Youth exchanges;

· Support for young people’s initiatives; and

· Participative democracy projects.

Action 2: European Voluntary Service (23% ≈ 221,25 m €)
· European Voluntary Service (individual);

· European Voluntary Service (groups); and

· Cooperation between civil or volunteer services.

Action 3: Youth of the World (6% ≈ 53,1 m €)
· Cooperation with the neighbouring countries of the enlarged Europe; and

· Cooperation with other countries.

Action 4: Youth workers and support systems (15% ≈ 132,75 m €)
· Support for bodies active at European level in the field of youth;

· Support for the European Youth Forum;

· Training and networking of youth workers; 

· Projects encouraging innovation and quality;

· Information activities for young people and youth workers;

· Partnerships;

· Support for the structures of the programme; and

· Adding to the value of the programme. 

Action 5: Support for policy cooperation (4% ≈ 35,4 m €)

· Meetings of young people and those responsible for youth policy;

· Support for activities to bring about better understanding and knowledge of the field of youth; and 

· Co-operation with international organisations.

Furthermore a system of checks has been created. All grant beneficiaries must keep the documents for all expenditures for a period of five years and must ensure those documents in the possession of partners or members. Appropriate access to the offices of the beneficiaries and to all information must be granted as well as information about the use of the grant. 

In principle the programme is open to young people aged between 13 and 30. Furthermore the participants must be legal residents of a country participating. In special cases there will be established a different age limits. 

The programme is open to the following counties: 

· Member States of the European Union; 

· EFTA States; 

· Turkey and the accession countries; and

· The countries of the western Balkans.

· Switzerland

3) What’s new? 

1. Funding: a minimum amount should be allocated as follows:
2. Youth for Europe; 30% ≈ 265, 5 m €

3. European Voluntary Service; 23% ≈ 221,25 m €

4. Youth of the World; 6% ≈ 53,1 m €

5. Youth workers and support systems; 15% ≈ 132,75 m €

6. Support for Policy Cooperation; 4% ≈ 35,4 m €

· Simplification: 

1. The four existing budget headings are replaced by only one remaining  

2. The Programme will be managed decentrally at a high extent by the Member States (National            Agencies)   

3. Administrational obstacles were removed (Visa difficulties…)

4) Next Steps 

The European Parliament will probably adopt the proposal for the “Youth in Action” programme in Second Reading. It requires final adoption before the first projects under “Youth in Action” can be applied for, which will be the case in the first months of 2007. 

* * *




	



