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1st Draft

Resolution

„Cultural Heritage in Europe“

of the 16th conference of the Heads of government

on the occasion of the

15th anniversary of the working community of the danube countries

In 1998, the Euorpean Union published the "Euromed Heritage I" Programme on the occasion of a meeting of the Ministers for Culture of the Euromediterranean Partnership in Rhodes. On this occasion, a total of 16 projects has been identified which received co-financing under the MEDA programme.

The following priorities had been identified:


· Raising awarenss concerning the cultural heritage of the Mediterranean by means of inventoring in view of promoting quality tourism and encouraging networking between museums and other cultural institutions

· Exchanging Know-How and technical assistance particularly in the field of cultural heritage preservation and institutional assistance

· Promoting the knowledge on cultural heritage with the public and the policy makers and creating an instrument of know-how and technology to be used for cultural heritage of the Mediterranean

· Offering training in skills and professions for the maintenance of the cultural heritage

In 1998, the Working Community of the Danube countries has successfully introduced the project "cultural route Danube" for co-financing under the EU community initiative INTERREG II C.

The rationale, which has been confirmed by the European Union in approving the project, stated:

"The Regions situated along the Danube include diverse landscapes and a variety of expressions and forms of cultural life, which are characterised by ethnic, linguistic and religious dissimilarity. The Regions, even if there are national similarities, show individual types of construction, own traditions, geographically and ethnically different calendars of celebrations, own languages and dialects, individual music traditions, specific forms of religious worship, varying handcraft techniques, locally and ethnically different gastronomic cultures, typical regional products.

Planned Culture parcs and the cooperation with already existing culture parcs shall conduce to safeguarding and economic exploitation of these traditional specificities but also to mutual reinforcement and exchange of know-how in the following fields:

· preservation, restoration and creation of cultural assets,

· exchange of marketing strategies,

· creation of networks

The project aims at raising awareness concerning the cultural and economic value of ancient cultural phenomena of the population without romance or nostalgia, thus protecting them against massive interference and giving a first impetus for the preservation, restoration and opening to the general public. Novel cultural services shall complement the cultural heritage in a modern way. In doing so, the traditional cultural assets and newly created cultural goods can be gently used and, without changing their specificity, be included in new economic exploitation. The landscape shall be used according to the same cautious approach in an ecologically precautionary way that will preserve the assets. Culture parcs therefore provide a basis for the modernisation of existing habitat, residential landscaped and settlement structures (village and urban renewal)."

The members of the Working Community of the Danube countries

· recognise the eminent importance of the measures supported by the Euromed-Heritage programme in view of saving, preserving and exploiting, through gentle tourism, the rich cultural heritage of the mediterranean countries and support any form of neighbourly integration regarding the states and regions concerned as one of the most important tasks of the European Union.

· draw also the attention to the fact and insist that similar specific aid with sufficient financial allocations is of equal importance for a great number of European states and regions.

· underline that quick measures are necessary to save and preserve the cultural heritage in particular in the new member states of the European Union, in the candidate countries of the European Union and in third countries that have not yet been defined as such.

· point out the similarities in the objectives concerning the support to cultural heritage in the Mediterranean as well as Central and South-East Europe, i. e. the economic function of regional development transcending the identity forming and preserving function in the interest of economic and social balance and sustainability.

· therefore call on the European Union

· to create, by analogy with the Euromed-Heritage programme, programmes with sufficient financial allocations which will enable third countries and their regions, alone or in co-operation with partners, to save, preserve, maintain and gently exploit their endangered or insufficently exploitable cultural heritage for the above mentioned purposes.

· to establish in the framework of the EU structural funds and the programmes of the new neighbourhood instrument (NNI) as well as in the pre-accession instruments such as CARD and TACIS, directives that enable the countries and regions covered by the programmes, alone or in co-operation with partners, to save, preserve, maintain and gently exploit their endangered or insufficently exploitable cultural heritage for the above mentioned purposes

· consider such programmes of the European Union an indispensable contribution to the cultural and historic richness of Europe as well as to the safeguard of social and ethnic peace in Europe.
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