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FOR INFORMATION

Resolution of the AER Committee 3

on the Implementation of the EGTC Regulation by the EU Member States 

(unanimously adopted with 2 abstentions from Norwegian Regions by Committee 3, Novi Sad, 19 April 2007)

Nine months after the final adoption of the Regulation on the European Groupings for Territorial Cooperation (EGTC) the Assembly of European Regions (AER) sees with concern the delayed implementation of the Regulation by the 27 EU Member States. Bearing in mind the implementation deadline of 1st August 2007, the AER will campaign in the coming months to support a timely and effective implementation of the EGTC in the EU Member States.

In order to reach this target, the AER envisages the following actions:

· The sending of an open letter to the EU Member State Governments to urge them to implement the EGTC Regulation in their national legislation and thus to enable their regions to make best possible use of the EGTC’s opportunities. 

· Close cooperation with the European Commission in the monitoring of the implementation processes in the EU Member States

· A seminar event in Brussels to assess the progress of the implementation in the Member States and to provide AER Member Regions with training and examples of best practice. The event should be envisaged for the second half of June or the first half of July 2007.

We believe that in this manner, the AER and its Member Regions will be best placed to use the opportunity provided by this new instrument for interregional cooperation.
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