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FOR ADOPTION

AER Resolution on Regional State Aid

regarding Culture, Education and Media

(unanimously adopted by Committee 3, Novi Sad, 19 April 2007)

The Assembly of European Regions (AER) is firmly committed to the principle of the European Union protecting the cultural diversity and the autonomy of European Regions to support and preserve the cultural, educational and media policies. 

Therefore, the AER welcomes the European Union's State Aid reform efforts, which should lead to clearer and more effective state aid rules for the regions. However, there are a number of points, the AER considers crucial to reach these targets:

a) The reform of national aid policies, both in terms of scope and procedures, is necessary in order to better meet the challenges of competitiveness and cohesion simplifying and rationalising State Aid policy

b) However, the AER wishes to stress that this reform must not hamper the principles of economic, social and territorial cohesion. Furthermore, any reform of State Aid rules that might introduce changes that for instance refocus regional aid policies and change funding procedures should not diminish regional competences and financial opportunities. 

c)  The block exemption regulation, should be implemented to protect region’s  capabilities to support culture, education and media.

d)  A clear definition is required of the ‘non-profit’ clause, so that there is a distinction between the activities of commercial and public services and that the definition of 'non-profit' should create clarity and legal security for regions as well as for the cultural and educational actors in the regions.

The AER member regions are seriously concerned that failure to obtain complete block exemptions for culture and education will limit or effectively stop regions from supporting these essential responsibilities of the Regions

The AER demands from the EU Institutions that they consider these concerns, in their current review of state aid rules in order to respect the autonomy of regional governments in conducting cultural, educational and media policies.
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