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Committee 3

Östersund, 5th October 2008

Draft Minutes

Chair : David KIRK

	1.
	Runar ENDLUND  welcomed the participants on behalf of Jämtland.
	

	2.
	Apologies

Chair David KIRK excused the absence of Commmittee President Johanna MIKL-LEITNER.

Cllr Saxon SPENCE (Devon) thanked Svein Kristian WAALE (Vestfold), who had stepped down from the chair of the Sub-Committee on Youth.

Paul KIRKMAN (Essex) excused the absence of Marie-Françoise MULLER, chair of the Sub-Committee on interregional and international cooperation.
	

	3.
	Adoption of the draft agenda

The agenda was unanimously adopted.
	

	4.
	Approval of the minutes of the last meeting

The minutes were unanimously adopted.
	

	5.
	Election of Chairpersons of the Sub-Committee “Media & Information Technology” and « Youth »

David KIRK informed the participants that no new chairperson for the Sub-Committee on Media had been found.

Due to the withdrawl of Svein Kristian WAALE, David NORDSTRÖM (Norrbotten) had been designated by the Sub-Committee on Youth as his successor. Committee 3 approved unanimously his nomination.
	David NORDSTROM confirmed as new chair of the Sub-Committee on Youth

	6.
	Reports from the Sub-Committees

Sub-Committee on Culture

Chair Sten-Erik NILSSON presented the report (see separate minutes) as well as the amended version of the AER’s contribution concerning the Communication on the European Agenda for Culture which the Committee unanimously adopted.

Sub-Committee on Education & Training

David KIRK presented the report (see separate minutes).

Sub-Committee on Youth

Cllr Saxon SPENCE presented the report (see separate minutes).

Alfred KAGER (Niederösterreich) informed the participants that 34 Regions (including 26 AER member regions) from 16 countries had participated in the 2007 Most youth-friendly European Region award. The Jury had unanimously decided to nominate Vrancea (RO) as winning region.

Andreas RAAVAND (Østfold) gave a report on the AER Youth team’s work programme. Besides the « Do you speak European » competition, the youth team will get involved in the AER Committees and promote Youth democracy in the Regions.

Malgorzata KUZCINSKA, AER Youth & Citizenship informed about a scholarship for a 1 year master degree and invited the particpants to apply in the framework of the « Do you speak European » competition and to organise Citizenship fora.

Sub-Committee on Media & Information Technology
Committee Policy coordinator Martin MÜHLECK presented the follow-up of the Media seminar and the report of the Sub-Committee (see separate minutes).

David KIRK proposed for the WIMPS initiative to be included for presentation at the next AER Bureau or General Assembly, which was agreed.

Working Group on international solidarity

Paul KIRKMAN (Essex) presented the report, explaining that the group’s focus lies on practical work. He mentioned the contacts with UNDP and cooperation in particular concerning Marocco. He expressed his personal conviction that Regions would rather prefer having a possibility for broad cooperation with the UNDP than being limited to specific countries or regions on a bilateral basis. A planned meeting with representatives from the UNDP headquarter shall address this issue.

He also informed on a planned conference on Sofia organising in particular the cooperation of French Regions regarding the Balkans.

Liberia and Cuba have been identified as interesting fields for regional cooperation.

Working Group on GATS & Services

Dr. Eugen SCHERER (Niederösterreich) presented the report. The Group had discussed the scope for interpretation left in particular in Art 87, paragraph 3.b of the reform treaty regarding culture and economic interests.

The Group had also examined the new regulation on State aid block exemptions. The members hoped, as this is currently is not the case, that culture, education and media could benefit in the future from a block exemption.
	WIMPS initiative to be presented to other AER bodies (Bureau, General Assembly)

	7.
	Information on recent activities

a) Martin MÜHLECK informed the participants on the Summer School that had been organised in the last week of August on environment and sustainable development, mentioning in particular the visit of the Eden project. The Summer School had received more requests for participation than could be accepted. He thanked Devon for the successful organisation.

The Summer School 2008 will be organised in Jämtland on young entrepreneurship.

b) Martin MÜHLECK informed the participants on the positive developments concerning the participation in the Eurodyssey programme involving with Devon the first English region. The annual Forum had taken place in September in Hundeoara (RO).

c) Martin MÜHLECK said that the regulation concerning the European Grouping for Territorial Cooperation (EGTC) had come into force, but for the time being only Hungary and Bulgaria had ratified it. Even though it is a considerable achievement for interregional cooperation in a transnational context, regions seem reluctant to using the instrument. In order to help this, AER is developing together with Interact a handbook explaining the guidelines that will be presented in November.

d) Martin MÜHLECK informed the participants about the successful Interreg Forum that had taken place in June in Strasbourg in order to identify partnerships in view of Interreg IVC. More than 50 Regions had participated. Projects had emerged concerning rural development, risk prevention, cultural heritage and enterpreneurship and inclusion of disadvantaged groups.
	Details on future Interreg IVC projects are available from the AER secretariat

	8.
	AER General Assembly 2007

Martin MÜHLECK presented the draft programme for the General Assembly, in particular the concept of the « Open space session » which will include interactive debates on European and regional identity. The Youth team would take advantage of the occasion in order to organise a training weekend.

Martin MÜHLECK invited the participants to consider the draft final resolution that had been disseminated and prepare for input at the General Assembly.
	

	9.
	Work Programme 2008

David KIRK presented the draft work programme.

Comments were made concerning the following items :

Interregional and international cooperation : no geographic limitation should be made (Essex)

Culture : the work programme should include the items the Sub-Committee had identified for future work (Gävelborg)

Education & Training : education for migrant children should also include travelling children (Devon)

Youth : include a contribution to the the AER Summer school (Devon).

The amended work programme was unanimously adopted.
	An evaluation of the extension of the scope and content of the Sub-Committee to be put on the next agenda.

Draft work programme 2008 unanimously adopted.

	10.
	Next Plenary Session and meeting calendar 2008

Tomasz STEMPLEWSKI presented the Slaskie Region, host of the next plenary.

Martin MÜHLECK said that an informal invitation for the autumn meeting had been received from the Açores.
	

	
	On behalf of the Committee, David KIRK thanked the authorities of Jämtland for the excellent preparation of the meeting and good working conditions they had provided.
	


Strasbourg, 8th May 2008
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