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Sub-Committee on Culture

Östersund, 4 October 2007

Draft Minutes

Chair : Sten-Erik NILSSON

	1.
	Adoption of the Draft Agenda

Having added an item concerning « Culture in the future », the draft agenda was unanimously adopted.
	

	2.
	Adoption of the Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes were unanimously adopted.
	

	3.
	Reports from the Secretariat

European History Textbook

Committee Policy coordinator Martin MÜHLECK informed the participants that the EU had abandoned the project.

Brussels Breakfast Briefings

Martin MÜHLECK informed the participants on the plan to organise in particular a breakfast briefing on involving youth in intercultural dialogue in 2008.

Rainbow paper

Martin MÜHLECK informed the participants about the AER’s contribution to the corresponding consultation.

AER Theatre initiative

Martin MÜHLECK informed the participants on the first meeting of the initiative which had identified possibilities for cooperation. While in South East Europe it seems difficult to find common grounds, theatres from Germany, Wales and Brussels are preparing for an Interreg IVB application.
	

	4.
	Adoption of the AER position paper on the Communication on a European Agenda for Culture

Sub-Committee chair Sten-Erik introduced the draft answer the AER had prepared regarding the Communication. The preliminary draft, which had been established in a written consultation procedure between the members, had been discussed with the Committee of the Regions (CoR).

Martin MÜHLECK said that the emphasis of the Communication lies on the economic value of culture, the Open Method of Coordination (OMC) and the external cultural representation of the EU. According to him, reactions to the Communication in the Regions vary with a tendancy for positive reactions to diminish the more autonomy the Region has.

Replying to Erik SEDIG (Västerbotten), who was astonished that the AER position had already been transmitted to the CoR, Martin MÜHLECK stated that this had been induced by the deadline of the CoR position and that it had been made clear that the AER response had not yet been adopted.

Mr SEDIG felt that §§ 1 and 2 were formulated too harsh, expressing concerns on behalf of the AER concerning the definition of culture and the OMC where the Commission had not indicated necessity for action or seemed to take a rather positive attitude by giving culture a broad approach or stating its readiness to respect it. He submitted a counterproposal concerning the two paragraphs.

Quoting in particular the German opinion on the Communication, Dr Eugen SCHERER (Niederösterreich) expressed his conviction that one should read between the lines. According to him, there is a danger of instrumentalisation and harmonisation of culture.

Kenneth BACKGAARD (Norrbotten) felt that, in the opinions expressed, confusion was made between the economic value of culture and other values and proposed to clarify the text in this respect.

Following a proposal from Saxon SPENCE (Devon), it was decided that a drafting group would work again on the text until the plenary.
	The draft response to be amended on the basis of the discussions for the plenary.

	5.
	Cultural heritage

Interreg IVC project

Martin MÜHLECK gave a report on the follow-up of the Interreg Forum the AER had organised in June and which had given birth to a project led by Covasna. He informed the participants on a planned meeting in this context in Covasna on 16th October. AER would also be partner in the project.

Martin MÜHLECK also drew the participants’ attention to two partner search requests (Chieti/Italy ; Bidgosz/Poland) in the field of cultural heritage that had reached the secretariat recently.

Vienna Conference on Cultural heritage and new technologies (5-7 November)
Martin MÜHLECK gave an overview on the planned programme.
	Interested regions in an Interreg IVC project on cultural heritage can contact the AER Secretariat or the region of Covasna.

	6.
	Cultural Tourism conference – Spring 2008

Slaskie Region expressed its satisfaction with the draft structure for the conference which it proposed to organise in the middle of May in its region.

Lisa BELFRAGE (Västra Götaland) thought that the number of topics proposed was to wide. Martin MÜHLECK said that the definite structure would be established in such a way that either their number would be limited or people would get the opportunity to choose. He also assured that synergy with Committee 1 would be sought.
	

	7.
	Work Programme 2008

Martin MÜHLECK outlined the items he had integrated in the draft on behalf of culture.
	

	8.
	Culture in the future

Sten-Erik NILSSON invited the participants to come formward with proposals for concrete cultural projects and cooperation. His own suggestions were refugees’ culture, to include culture in the AER tourism website and to make artists, cultural workers and politicians meet.

Eva ALMHJELL (Vestfold) proposed to take account of youth and to include culture in every Summer School. Ingmar KALEN (Gävleborg) suggested to provide new (AER/EU) members with the opportunity to present their culture.

Ulrika SANDBERG (Örebro) proposed to investigate the role of culture in health and health care.

Karin WESTLING (Västerbotten) suggested project fairs in particular concerning theatres.

Kenneth BACKGAARD (Norrbotten) proposed to organise exhibitions or seminars in combination with the future meetings.

Cllr SPENCE wished for culture to become a cross-cutting issue and for the General Assembly to open up to showcasing culture of European regions.
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