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Sub-Committee on Education & Training

Östersund, 4 October 2007

Draft Minutes

Chair : David KIRK

	1.
	Adoption of the Draft Agenda

The draft agenda was unanimously adopted.
	

	2.
	Adoption of the Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes were unanimously adopted.
	

	3.
	European Credit Transfer System for Vocational and Educational Training

Committee Policy coordinator Martin MÜHLECK drew the participants attention to the AER’s answer (see working document) to the European Commission’s consultation whose conclusions are note yet published. The System will be a helpful tool in order to foster mobility, amongst others with regard to AER’s Eurodyssey programme.
	Committee 3 Secretariat to continue to monitor

	
	European Institute for Technology

On the basis of the updated note, Martin MÜHLECK presented the recent discussions concerning the EIT (consideration of Strasbourg as headquarters, centralised or decentralised structure, financing). He estimated that the EIT would come into existence in a slimmed-down form.
	Committee 3 Secretariat to continue to monitor

	
	Breakfast Briefings

Martin MÜHLECK informed about the new activity of the Brussels office in organising Breakfast Briefings, and announced one on Education and Training for the end of 2007/beginning 2008. The Breakfast Briefings are meant to be a small training and information session with the presence of a keynote speaker mainly intended for officers.
	Regions wanting to see a specific issue to be tackled are to contact Committee 3 secretariat

Calendar of Breakfast Briefings to be sent to Regions

	6.
	Education of migrant children

Cllr Saxon SPENCE (Devon) said that the aspect of children returning to their country of origin should be paid particular attention. She wished that under the leadership of the AER (see working document) an exchange of information on the access conditions in the different countries and regions in form of a database could be established. Besides basic information on regional education systems, the latter should also include information on best practice, more support for families in helping the children in the transition and adaptation as well as the harmonization of qualification systems.

David KIRK wished for a working group to examine a formal educational passport which would follow a children around. Ingmar KALEN (Gävleborg) said that in Sweden existed an individual development plan drawn up between the teacher, the parents and the child. Language courses in the mother tongue are organised once the level of 5 children per class has been reached.

Martin MÜHLECK invited the participants to widen the per​spective for the social problems experienced by families where the bread earner has gone abroad and the rest of the family has to survive in difficult conditions (for example children left with their grandparents or completely abondoned) as well as for effects of depopulation and brain drain. In this respect, he recommended for the sending and receiving region to enter into dialogue.

Paul KIRKMAN (Essex) considered that mutual understanding could be improved and cross fertilisation be achieved by sending staff from the host region to the migration originating regions.

Cllr SPENCE wished that the original focus on travelling and Roma children should not be forgotten. She hoped that, in view of an integrated approach, AER Committee 2 would look at the welfare aspects.

Answering a question from Dorota DANIELZCYK (Slaskie), David KIRK stated that there were no specific language courses in Hampshire for young Polish immigrants in order to learn their mother tongue. According to him, in the past the focus may have been put too exclusively on language education Cllr SPENCE feared that too intensive education in the mother language could hamper integration and that broad and diverse linguistic education should be the aim.

Martin MÜHLECK mentioned a study that shows the time migrant children loose in education due to their lagging behind in language capacities. Cllr SPENCE wished for the study to be disseminated to the Committee.

On the basis of the working document, Martin MÜHLECK explained the three steps he had identified as possible working methodology : 1. Establishment of a partnership between two regions having a problem concerning an identified group of people, collection of information and identification of problems, solutions and best practices. 2. Transposition of interregional strategies at national level. 3. Transpositon at European level. In order to secure the necessary funding for this work, he suggested an Interreg IVC application in 2008. Whereas David KIRK was supportive of partnerships of three regions, Cllr SPENCE hoped that the regions would cooperate without engaging in the work laod of an Interreg application. Ingmar KALEN feared double work in comparison with to existing school partnerships.

As a conclusion, Martin MÜHLECK proposed to send the working document as a proposal to the regions and to ask for their interest and support.
	AER & Committee 3 to continue the preparatory work for a database

Study on educational gap due to language discrepancies to be disseminated.

Working document to be disseminated together with request for interest and support.

	7.
	Consultation on multilingualism

Martin MÜHLECK outlined the consultation paper that is meant to be the starting point for legislative work that will start in 2008 on the use of languages in the EU, as well as the draft answer prepared by the AER.

Following remarks from Chris FEGAN (Essex) and Saxon SPENCE, will be included

· under Question 3 «social life »

· under question 7 « social inclusion »

· under question 5 language teaching and the use of ICT

The final draft will be submitted for approval in the plenary.
	Final draft of response to consultation paper to be put to plenary for adoption.

	8.
	Draft work programme 2008 for the Sub-Committee on Education and Training

Martin MÜHLECK presented the working document that had been prepared as a follow-up to the Novi Sad meeting in cooperation with the Sub-Committee chair and the regions that had been present.

Having received the approval for the document, David KIRK suggested that in the future meetings an important/interesting speaker would be invited on one of the established topics.
	A speaker to be invited to each Sub-Committee meeting on one of the work programme’s topics.

	9.
	Youth entrepreneurship

Martin MÜHLECK outlined the draft strategy paper and issues involved that will form the basis for the preparation of the Summer School 2008 on this topic.
	

	10.
	Miscellaneous

Youth and Citizenship officer Malgorzata KUCINSKA informed the participants that AER will offer a 1-year scholarship in European and regional studies. Deadline for applications is end of April 2008. The scholarship will cover 5000 Euro tuition fee, 1000 Euro/month grant.
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