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AER Seminar

Youth Entrepreneurship : 

 Creative ideas for innovative business and social profit
(Sarajevo 28 September 2009)
1. Relevance of the action

The participation of young people is important in all aspects of political life – precisely because young people are affected by the decisions made by governments. There is a growing recognition with regard to the role of young people in a functioning democracy. For AER this is nothing new and we have worked towards the inclusion of young people in our work for several years and various programs that aim at:

· engaging young people in political affairs on a regional and European level

· exchanging ideas and promoting creativity

· developing new skills and deepening knowledge about European issues

· promoting the concepts of social responsibility, equal opportunities, and sustainable development

· improving the professional opportunities and expertise of young people 

Committed to the MDGs, that call for poverty eradication through full and productive employment and decent work for all, including women and young people, AER develops and implements initiatives to tackle youth unemployment. To this end, the 13th AER Summer School and the 7th AER Youth Summer School, which took place on 24-30 August 2008 in Östersund (Sweden), had a special focus on “Youth entrepreneurship in Europe's regions”. 

Now, in the European Year of Creativity and Innovation, the AER Seminar “Youth Entrepreneurship: creative ideas, innovative business and social profit” will further explore the different aspects of youth entrepreneurship and set the groundwork for future actions in this field. 

2. Engaging Youth for Society

Getting young people involved and encouraging them to start their own social businesses can contribute to the economic development of a region and improve the standards of living for locals, as it can reduce unemployment and create additional income. Furthermore, it increases the likelihood of sustainable development, because social enterprises are for ‘more-than-profit’, using value business models that combine revenue-generating business ideas with social-value-generating structures.  

Potentials of the stakeholders involved

Youth entrepreneurship enhances youth empowerment and leads to community building and social change. The seminar addresses politicians, civil servants and experts that are interested in entrepreneurship, education, youth, and sustainable development. The participants will get the opportunity to meet people that combine their economic activities with social objectives as well as government representatives that, by building skills, networks and confidence, encourage young people to become community leaders and to become effective agents of change. 

Getting local entrepreneurs started

Entrepreneurship training is an excellent first step in providing young people with the information and with the incentives needed for starting their own social enterprise. Once they receive guidance and examples in the field of entrepreneurship, there are higher chances for making young people start believing in their ideas and giving them the necessary means to put these dreams into reality. Moreover, the success rate for these young entrepreneurs increases once they have received training and examples of best practices.

3. Description of the action and its effectiveness 

This AER seminar will bring together experts in youth entrepreneurship training to make an introduction on youth entrepreneurship, outline its importance and share views in this field for maximizing the efficiency of plans set by local authorities in the scope of significantly stimulating social profits of the regions. 

Representatives of regions and youth entrepreneurs that successfully developed and implemented a training plan for youth social entrepreneurs will stand as examples of best practice.

Particularly, focus will be given to different types of youth entrepreneurship, namely

· Social entrepreneurship

· Creative entrepreneurship

The overall aim is to discuss and exchange strategies that stimulate young people to transform their creative ideas into innovative business initiatives that bear a profit not only for them but also for the society they live in.
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