Draft Minutes Joint Working Group on Culture, La Rábida, Spain, 
May 26, 17.15-18.00
Participants:
Marita Fransson, County Councillor, Västerbotten, Chair (S)

Karin Westling, Västerbotten (S)

Magnus Berntsson, County Councillor, Västra Götaland (S)
Jacek Pilawa, County Councillor, Dolnoslaskie Region (PL)

Kenneth Backgard, County Councillor, Norrbotten (S)
Kerstin Hamre, Norrbotten (S)

Elisabeth Lax, Norrbotten (S)

Sten-Erik Nilsson, County Councillor, Gävleborg (S)
Christina Eng, County Councillor, Jämtland (S)
Runar Englund, County Councillor, Jämtland (S)
Anna-Carin Holmgren, Jämtland (S)
Gun Ehnquist Öhman, County Councillor, Västernorrland (S)
Ilona Novak, Västernorrland (S)
Bjorn Edvardsen, Ostfold (NO)
Inger-Christine Torp, County Councillor, Ostfold (NO)
Sigrid Lindstad, Hedmark (NO)

Dr Hande Bozatli, Vice President of Istanbul (TUR)

Bryan Boult, Hampshire (UK)
Mathieu Mori, AER secretariat

Doris Materne, AER secretariat
Jan Riise, Culture for Health Centre, Gothenburg University, Sweden

1. Welcome 

The Chair welcomed the participants and opened the meeting

2. Adoption of the draft agenda

The agenda was adopted.

3. Approval of the minutes of the last meeting 
The minutes of the meeting Stockholm March 18, 2010, were approved.

4. Update since last meeting
· General update
The chair region presented what has been done since the last plenary meeting in Sarajevo 2009.  The working group has had two meetings, December 8 2009, and on March 18 2010, in Stockholm. In connection to these meeting the working group has updated the conference description, established a work plan for 2010 and a long list with both practical projects and projects connected to evidence based research, within the area culture and health.
· Committee 2 and cooperation

The chair region told that, following the Committee 3 plenary decision on September 29 2009, an invitation to cooperation has been worked out by the working group and sent to Committee 2. It was suggested that the plenary sessions of both Committees would be linked and take place at the same time as the conference. This would enable interested members from both Committees to participate in the conference, reduce costs and encourage the widest possible attendance. The Committee 2 has had the question up for discussion on its plenary meeting in May, but postponed the decision to autumn 2010 and their priorities for 2011. The chair commented that Committee 2 still is invited to cooperate with the working group and Committee 3. If the Committee 2 would decide not to accept the invitation, they are still most welcome to participate in the conference. The working group will in any case go on with its work.
The working group has as a result of the invitation to Committee 2 received a new member region, which is Ostfold, Norway. Today the working group consist of 11 active regions from 6 countries: Hampshire (UK), Istanbul (Turkey), Lower Austria (Austria), Lower Silesia (Poland), Gävleborg, Jämtland , Norrbotten, Västerbotten, Västernorrland, Västra Götaland (Sweden) and Ostfold (Norway).
· AER secretariat; venue, the planned meeting 

The AER secretariat explained that it has been an extraordinary situation with a heavy work load and that this was the reason for not finding a suitable date to meet with the working group during spring. The secretariat informed their earlier contacts with the region of Bekes (H), still had not given any concrete results. Besides this the secretariat proposed to make contact with the European cultural capitals of Culture in 2011 to see if any interest to host the conference could be at hand. The secretariat suggested that either the regions of the working group would take on the responsibility to host the event, or that the secretariat would send a request of hosting the event to all member regions. It was also said that normally the regions themselves would make an invitation, instead of the secretariat asking them to host a meeting. 
The representative of the City of Istanbul offered to host the conference in Istanbul in 2011. After a discussion of whether to make an invitation to all regions in parallel, Istanbul promised to confirm the offer until the next day’s plenary meeting. It was therefore decided to wait with further actions until the confirmation from Istanbul would be definite.
The secretariat suggested some extended interventions and presentations in the area culture and health in connection with upcoming plenary meetings. This suggestion was generally approved by the working group, since single presentations/interventions at upcoming meetings already had been suggested as a good way of working with the area until the conference.
· Project list; conference programme, presentations of proposals
An updated long list with proposals to the conference, examples of practical work, research contacts and web-links from the working group regions was presented by the chair region. The list will be distributed to the working group by e-mail.
Both Istanbul and Ostfold mentioned that they have culture and health projects to be included in the project list. Västernorrland mentioned that there is research connected to their Skiss-project. The region of Dolnoslaskie would contact the chair after the meeting to confirm if a presentation from one of their culture and health activities could be made at the next plenary meeting. All participants were encouraged to send in new information as soon as possible, along with project information that still is missing. 
5. Any other business
No one addressed any other business. 

6. Closing of meeting
The Chair thanked everyone for their contributions, especially the Vice President of Istanbul for the proposal that Istanbul could host the conference in 2011. The meeting closed at 18.00.

