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Draft Concept Paper

As at 16.09.2010

AER European Citizens' Forum
Norway in the EU – will it ever happen?

16.45-18.00, 20 September 2010

Nordland (Norway)
Introduction

The Assembly of European Regions (AER) is the largest independent network of regions in wider Europe bringing together over 270 regions from 33 countries and 16 interregional organisations. As the political voice of its members and a forum for interregional co-operation, AER has been strongly involved in various issues affecting the every-day life of European citizens, coming from wider Europe. Still, the expansion of the EU makes all European citizens reflect upon the odds of joining the European Union at one point. It becomes particularly interesting when it comes to well-developed countries, such as Norway, which decline joining the EU. 

Topic

Although not a Member State of the European Union, Norway has established and maintained a very close co-operation with the EU in almost every possible policy area. Through agreements such as the EEA-Agreement and the Schengen-Agreement, this co-operation is institutionalised within areas such as the internal market, security and justice, to mention but a few. As a country participating in many EU programmes, Norway contributes to developing sound ideas for European future. Through its broad cooperation with the EU, the country is ready and willing to contribute to the implementation of such important tools as, for instance, the Europe 2020 Strategy. Still, recent polls show that most voters of even the Conservative Party, traditionally the most EU-supportive party in Norway, are against Norwegian membership in the EU. 

The European Citizens’ Forum in Nordland (NO) will serve as an interactive platform giving participants the chance to discuss with regional politicians what are the main reasons for and against joining the EU. The debate shall provide some food for thought to reflect upon the EU’s enlargement with Norway. 

Draft Programme

16:45­17:00

Opening speech

· Welcome by Mariette Korsrud, Chair of the Nordland County Council 
· Foreword by Johanna Mikl-Leitner, President of the AER Committee 3

· Explanations of the objectives of the Forum by AER representative

17:00-17.15

European perspective: what is at stake for Norway and its regions? 

How is Norway profiting from the EU in terms of the labour market, security issues, mobility, economy and healthcare? What is the EU profit from Norway’s involvement in the EU affairs? Can Norway say “no” forever? 

· Mariette Korsrud, Chair of the Nordland County Council 
· Hallgeir Jenssen, NAV EURES (Troms, N)
17:15-17:25

“YES” for Norway in the EU

What are arguments for joining the EU from the perspective of the Norwegian regions and its citizens? In what way can they profit more in terms of common policies? 

When would it take place? 
· Nina Oye, “Europemove” 
17:25-17:35
“NO” for Norway in the EU

Given the well-established relationship between the EU and Norway, why is the country rejecting formalisation of the co-operation? What would be major challenges for Norwegian regions if the country joined the EU? 

· Jens Kihl, “NO to Europe”
17:35-18:00
     To join or not to join? 

· Discussion open to all participants: moderated by Sonja Steen, Councillor at the Nordland County Council 
· Closing remarks: Mariette Korsrud, Chair of the Nordland County Council
***

What is the AER European Citizens’ Forum ?

The idea behind each AER European Citizens’ Forum is to engage citizens, regional politicians and representatives of the European Union in a genuine discussion on a topic crucial for the future of their regions in Europe. The forum operates as a two-way process, informing citizens about the European Union’s and regions’ concrete work, and listening to people’s concerns and expectations about what should be done in the future. The aim of the meetings is not to spread propaganda, but rather to give citizens the opportunity to ask their representatives questions that will help them to gain a better understanding of a discussed topic, raise their awareness on a topical issue.

This direct confrontation during the interactive discussions benefits all:
· Citizens, who become directly engaged in the European matters and get to understand the regional decision-making process;
· Regional politicians, who have the chance to give publicity to their activities in in the local communities and at the European level;
· European politicians, who receive direct feedback on their work and gain the inspiration for their future projects concerning their region interactive discussions. 
***
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