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AER Bureau meeting and General Assembly

Tampere, 12-14th November 2008

Ref. agenda: IV.3


original in English

FOR ADOPTION

AER Committee 3 on Culture, Education and Youth

Work Programme 2009
Unanimously adopted in St Pölten (A), 11th September 2008
Key priorities
· Political and financial framework conditions concerning Committee 3: to ensure that the regional point of view is accounted for at an early stage in national and European decision making processes and that regional autonomy and competencies are not hampered or diminished.

· Cultural policies: to defend and promote cultural and linguistic diversity and richness as well as to raise awareness on the issues among the population.

· Cultural Heritage: to help regions in the preservation and use of their cultural heritage.

· International cooperation: to promote international cooperation within Europe and beyond with a special geographical focus on the Mediterranean, South-East and Eastern Europe as well as a thematic focus on development cooperation.

· Education/Training: to assist regions in addressing the challenges related to creating inclusive societies and to develop lifelong learning strategies that facilitate the citizens' integration into the labour market.

· Media: to enhance free, diverse and critical media institutions that allow safe and unrestricted access to information.

· Youth: to ensure that young people play an active role in political processes and that their views are accounted for in the European decision making process.

1. Political & financial framework conditions concerning the work of  Committee 3

Activities in this field are coordinated by the AER secretariat with the support of the working

group on "GATS & Cultural Services" led by Niederösterreich (A).

Main priorities 2009:

· Monitor developments and, whenever necessary, take action regarding the:

· directive on Services of general interest (SGI)

· directive on services in the internal market

· GATS

· State Aid

· implementation of the Lisbon strategy

· implementation of the UNESCO convention regarding the protection of the diversity of cultural contents and artistic expressions

2. Interregional and International Cooperation

Activities in the field are coordinated by Subcommittee Interregional and International Cooperation under the responsibility of Bourgogne (F) and the AER secretariat.

Main priorities for 2009:

· Cooperate with UNDP on the following projects in the field of development:

· ART GOLD Program (South-Eastern Europe and Mediterranean)

· Pilot-project on Climate Change.

· Lobby the European institutions to involve regional authorities in EU development initiatives

· Launch and provide input to the European Platform for local/regional authorities for development cooperation

· Support decentralisation and regionalisation efforts in countries with no or limited regional structures, e.g. in South-Eastern Europe

· Initiate a common project with UN-HABITAT and the International Labour Organisation to improve Regional Development Planning in Vojvodina (Serbia)

· Support regional networks of AER Members on specific geographical issues

· Represent AER at the European Development Days 2009

· Provide support for the guidelines that were developed by the AER in 2007 on the European Grouping for Territorial Cooperation (EGTC)

3. Culture

Activities in the field of culture are coordinated by the Sub-Committee on Culture under the

responsibility of Gävleborg (S) and the AER secretariat.

Main priorities for 2009:

· Represent the regional position in the EU discussions on the Communication of Culture

· Create and develop the Cultural Heritage Network

· Create and develop a cultural tourism network in cooperation with Committee 1

· Support the working group on Culture and Health and assist in the organisation of the conference on the issues (Fall 2009)

4. Education and Training

Activities in the field of education are coordinated by the Sub-Committee on Education and

Training under the provisional responsibility of Hampshire (UK) and the AER secretariat.

Main priorities 2009:

· Promote education related concepts and projects in the field of migration and integration which have been presented at the General Assembly in Tampere in November 2008

· Monitor and follow-up on AER's input to the Green Paper on "Migration & Mobility"

· Promote the results of the survey on education for migrant and travelling children and establish an AER network

· Promote the Youth Entrepreneurship concepts and projects that have been elaborated at the AER Summer School.

· Monitor and follow-up on AER's input to the European Commission's Communication on Multilingualism in order to ensure that regional interest are taken into account

· Promote and develop the AER Eurodyssey Programme

5. Youth

Activities in the field of Youth are coordinated by the Sub-Committee on Youth under the

responsibility of Norrbotten (S), the AER secretariat and the AER Youth Team.

· Revision of the AER Youth Team

· Development of the European Youth Regional Network

· Continue the AER Youth Ambassadors scheme and awarding of the Youth Ambassador Award in 2009

· Contribute to the Organisation of the AER Summer Schools

· Promote regional action in favour of youth and showcasing innovative approaches by organising the competition for the Most youth-friendly European Region and by a peer review initiative.

6. Media

Activities in the field of Media are coordinated by the corresponding Sub-Committee under the

responsibility of …(to be decided)... and the AER secretariat.

· Exploring the impact, challenges and opportunities of media on new forms of regional

governance.

· Development of a interregional network on e-Skills and e-Inclusion
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