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Introduction
Since the 1st world Summit of regions on climate change jointly organised by Region Brittany and NRG4SD held in Saint Malo, October 28 – 30th 2009, a number of significant results have already been achieved foreseeing good follow-up on the road to Copenhagen. 

Reminder: UN – Regions partnership “Towards Low carbon and climate change resilient territories”  

UNDP and UNEP have developed, with eight associations of Regions
 a global programme to promote low carbon neutral and climate change resilient territories entitled, “Towards Low Carbon and Climate Change Resilient Territories.”  (see attached brochure presentation). This Programme is being carried out within the context of UNDP’s 2008 – 2011 Climate Change Strategy, which has been approved by the Governing Board of UNDP (June 2008). 

The objective of this UN – Regions partnership is to train 500 regions from developing countries on climate change in the next 5 years and to assist 50 of these regions in the preparation of integrated climate change strategies and action plans, as a mean, among others, to implement National Adaptation Action Plan where and when they exist, that will result in low carbon and climate change resilient development initiatives (public policy and investments).  

The program will provide assistance on assessing, accessing and sequencing funds for these initiatives, notably through the project development platforms and financial facilities that have been created or are being established (such as Clean Development Mechanism, MDG Carbon, REDD, risk transfer, ecosystems & business, ……). 

The tools, methodologies and frameworks that will be used for this programme are based on extensive consultation with experts both from regional governments and from UNDP and UNEP. Three sets of tools for policy frameworks have been identified and be made available for southern regional governments:

· The partnerships / governance policy framework will include all the relevant stakeholders (UN, international partners, national and regional representatives, all local stakeholders - civil society, the private sector etc) in order to ensure a participatory process, cooperation between the different sectors and articulation levels of intervention (to assure alignment between international, national and regional). UNDP ART GOLD Programme, will be used as framework where on place.
· The climate change policy framework. For mitigation the Bilan Carbone methodology, for which an agreement was signed with ADEME the French national environment Agency, will enable regions to simply identify both the quality and quantity of the different sources of their CO2 emission. For adaptation present and future vulnerability mapping of the territory will allow the regional decision makers to anticipate the main trends of the real and potential impacts of Climate Change on their territory. 

· The financial policy framework to explore all the different sources of available funds be Overseas Development Assistance, decentralized cooperation, innovative levy, PPP, carbon finance, which UNDP is right now developing
.

Thanks to these policy frameworks and the capacity building and training support from the UN and industrialized regions, the 50 benefiting regions are expected to produce:

· Their climate change profile which is a territorial diagnosis both on mitigation and adaptation

· Their climate change strategies which will define their long term (50 years) orientation

· Their cc action plan (3 to 10 years activities)

· A set of 5 to 15 concrete public policy and investments

· Projects to be funded thanks to ODA, PPP, decentralised cooperation and carbon finance mechanisms

In order to start preparing implementation of the programme a number of criteria have been identified by the partners to select the beneficiary regions in developing countries.  

These criteria are: 
· Continental balance: Africa, Asia, East Europe, Arab States, Latin America ...

· Ecological representation: arid and tropical; coastal and mountainous

· Langage balance: Anglophone, Francophone, Hispanophone, Arabophone, Lusophone

· Political support and willingness from UN country Office, national government and sub national governments (region) 

· Partnership with the private sector

· Experience of regions to region partnerships (decentralized cooperation)

· Experience from UNDP (EEG and Hub) and UNEP 

· Belonging to one of the 8 networks of regions (which signed the partnerships)

· Funds and partnership opportunities.

Based on these criteria, and due to higher demand than expected it was decided to work through a first batch of 10 countries. The first batch of ten countries for 2009 are proposed as following: Albania and Former Republic of Yugoslavia in Macedonia in Western Balkans, Morocco in Northern Africa, Senegal, and Uganda in Africa; Uruguay, Mexico and Colombia in Latin America; Indonesia in Asia. 

Without opening yet a second list for the 2010 batch, a number of official requests have already been addressed which are Malawi, Vietnam, Madagascar, Algeria, China,, Burkina Faso, Nicaragua and Peru. 

Poznan COP 14 UNFCC. Poznan Poland  December 2008
Thanks to collective work from Climate Group, NRG4SD, Climate Registry, State of California and UNDP, serious work has been achieved during COP 14:

· Different parallel events have showcased important concrete examples of policies and results achieved by Regions. Senior persons from Regions in Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, Northern America and from the UN (UNFCC, UNDP) have taken the floor to unanimously recognizing the crucial role that Regions will play in the Kyoto 2 process;  

· Thanks to the Climate Group, regions have encouraged the implementation of UN – Regions partnerships “toward toward carbon less emission and climate change resilient territories” and have called for industrialized regions to support developing regions in their climate change efforts. 

· Press conferences have given high visibility to the role of regions;

· A number of national governments both in plenary sessions and in specific meeting have referred to the territorial approach of climate change. A resolution was presented by Catalona
Partnerships

With Regions

So far full pledge agreement has been signed with Region Brittany, and letters of intent have been signed with Basque Government and Cataluña in Spain, Limousin, Poitou-Charentes and Rhône-Alpes in France, Wales in United Kingdom.

Additional regions have shown their interest to join the partnership: Aragon, Valencia in Spain, Flanders and Wallonie in Belgium, Alberta, British Columbia, Québec in Canada, Toscana and Piémont in Italy, Scotland in United Kingdom, Geneva in Switzerland, Zuid Holland in the Netherland, California in United States of America, Provence Alpes Côte d’Azur, Nord Pas de Calais, Ile de France, Champagne Ardennes and Midi Pyrénées in France.    
With Private sector

Negotiations are on their way with the World Energy Council (WEC) and with Veolia Environnement and its affiliate Pro Activa.  

With National Government

So far France, Greece and Monaco have pledged funds in the framework of this programme. Contacts have been done with Algeria, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Germany, the Netherland, Spain, Switzerland, United Kingdom.  

With United Nations Organisations

Advanced discussion are under way with UNITAR and UNHABITAT to join the partnerships

With International Organisations

A MOU is under preparation with NEPAD, which will labelised for Africa this programme and will mobilize their partners for funding

First field missions

As agreed upon, field identification missions have already started in Uruguay, Albania and Senegal. Algeria, Uganda, Former Republic of Yugoslavia in Macedonia are under preparation for second quarter 2009. Other first batch countries are under consultation for scheduling similar identification missions third and fourth quarter of 2009.

Projects documents for Uruguay, Albania and Senegal are finalised or are about to be. They will be submitted to donors and partners. They can be made available on request.

· Uruguay: The field mission has allowed the identification of priority training needs which are being under preparation with Basque Country and CLIMSAT. Basque Government has already committed funds for the designing of the TCIP as well as UNDP ART GOLD programme in Uruguay.   A training session for experts from Uruguay is under preparation in and with Basque Country and CLIMSAT, to take place end of March. 

· Albania: in the framework of the ART GOLD programme in Albania funds are already secured both from Greek and Italia national governments to design the TCIP; 

· Senegal: The field mission have mobilised several European Regions such as Cataluña, Poitou-Charentes and Rhône-Alpes which have participated to the field assessments in both The regions of Ferlo through the Region Saint Louis and Sine Saloum through the Region Fatick. Additional regions have committed or shown strong interest such as Wallonie (Belgium), Nord Pas de Calais, Midi Pyrénés (France), and Piemont (Italy).   In addition NEPAD has volunteered to co host the programme in Africa and proposed to develop a fundraising campaign. A delegation met President of Republic of Senegal, Mr. A. Wade, who expressed his interest for this territorial approach and have decided to invite at the next African conference of ministers of environment, which will be held, next fall, in Dakar, prior to COP 15, regions from Africa and abroad in order to propose a Declaration of Dakar to be presented at COP 15 requesting the full recognition of regions and the territorial approach in the Kyoto 2 regime.  

· Former Republic of Yugoslavia of Mecedonia: A field mission is right now undergoing. 

· Uganda: The field mission is under preparation with Wales for March 23rd – 27th  
· Algeria: The field mission is under preparation with the Government of Algeria by the end of April 2009  

Tools and Methodologies

CLIMSAT: Thanks to the support of the French government and the Region Britanny UNDP is developing a UN associated center which role is to collect all remote sensing and GIS data to help southern regions to develop their present and future vulnerability mappings. This facility is called CLIMSAT and is developed with a large spectrum of scientific institutions and universities.   
Bilan Carbon Territorial: thanks to a Memorandum of Understanding with the French Agency for Environment (ADEME), UNDP has been able to get, on free basis, for developing regions the bilan carbon© software, as a tool for assessing CO2 emission of a given territory, which in turns helps experts and decisions makers to elaborate strategies on energy efficiency, access to renewable energy, public transport ....  A group of experts in Senegal both from the national and regional governments, NGO and the private sector has worked to assess the toll and make it useable in a developing country context.

A guide book, thanks to the private company Solving Efeso, is being under elaboration to help regions in developing countries to conduct their Climate Territorial Climate Change Integrated Plan. 

Road Map toward Copenhagen.
Three main Objectives are foreseen up to Copenhagen.

1. Demonstrate at field operational level, that regions in general, the territorial approach to climate change in particular, provide an adding value to national governments and can contribute to better achieve Kyoto 2 objectives;

2. Get a clear and explicit reference of regions in general, the territorial approach to climate change in particular, in the text of the Kyoto 2 protocol;

3. In order to achieve Objectives 1 and 2, funds are necessary.
In order to achieve so several Awareness / preparation seminars and conferences are planned 

· FOGAR will, in the framework of its 5th bureau meeting to be held in Firenze 12th and 13th of March, organize a special session on the UN-Regions partnerships “toward low carbon emission and more resilient territories”

· The European Assembly of Regions will organize, on March 31st 2009, a special conference on climate change, inviting European regions to exchange and prepare themselves for Copenhagen. A full plenary session will be dedicated to  the UN-Regions partnerships toward low carbon emission and more resilient territories”, which will be chaired by the President of Republic of Burkina Faso, Mr. B. Compaore;

· NRG4SD will organize on April 21st to 23rd its next general Assembly in Quintana Roo (Mexico) with a main focus on the UN-Regions partnerships toward low carbon emission and more resilient territories

· The Northern Forum will organize May 4th and 5th in Gangwon Province in Korea a similar conference for polar artic regions; 

· Sates of California, with UN and the Climate Group, is preparing for early summer, in USA, a mid Poznan – Copenhagen event,  in order in one hand to get a dynamic with north American States and Provinces and in the other hand  assess results from Poznan and review last steps toward Copenhagen.

· The climate Group is interested in organising in India next autumn a similar event for Asia in collaboration with Region of South Australia. 
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� AER (Assembly of European Regions), AIRF (International Association of Francophones Regions), The Climat Group, CRPM (Conference of Peripheral Martime Regions), FOGAR (Global Forum of Associations of Regions), OLAGI (Organizacio Latinoamericana de Gobiernos Intermedios), Northern Forum (Circum north polar Regions), NRG4SD (Network of Regional Governments for Sustainable Development).





� GEF, UNREDD, MDG Carbon Facility, Regional Adaptation Programmes, Energy Facility, Innovative Ecosystems Finance, Community bases Adaptation, CC Risk Transfer Facility 






