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Umeå, Västerbotten-S, 3rd June 2008

Summary of the main outcomes:

· AER’s current and future contribution to the debate on Europe’s Future Cohesion Policy

· Project proposal “Using structural Funds for Health”
· Presentation of the “ALIVE review of regional policy for care of the elderly to meet demographic changes”  

· Reform of the working group on “Equal Opportunities between men and women”, which also gets a new name : “Observatory on Gender Issues”.
1.
Adoption of the agenda of the plenary meeting 


The agenda was unanimously adopted. 

Presentation of the host region Västerbotten-S

Harriet HEDLUND, County Councillor, gave a short presentation of the region of Västerbotten and its main activities and competences.

2. Adoption of the minutes of the last meeting


The minutes of the last Committee plenary session were unanimously adopted.

Presentation of the AER Response to the consultation Europe’s Social Reality 

Ourania GEORGOUTSAKOU (AER Secretariat) briefly presented the background to the Consultation on Europe’s Social Reality. The AER response was formulated on the basis of the regions’ responses to the questionnaire that had been sent to all Committee 2 members. 

3. Europe’s Future Cohesion Policy
Ourania GEORGOUTSAKOU (AER Secretariat) outlined the general background to the European Cohesion Policy and especially the future of health and social affairs in the EU’s cohesion policy.

For the period until 2013, the three priority areas are: convergence, competitiveness and territorial cooperation. The main funding instruments are: the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), the European Social Fund (ESF) and the Cohesion Fund.

1,5% of the total budget is dedicated to health infrastructures (5 billion EUR). Other investments are indirect like ICT applications or health promotion. She explained that regions could spend this money on:  health infrastructure, human capacity, healthy ageing, knowledge & information, innovation & research and on cross boarder cooperation.

Thomas ANDERSSON (Jämtland-S), Chairperson of the AER Reflection Group on Cohesion Policy, presented the work of the group and the draft AER position to be presented at the next Bureau meeting.

He explained that the AER task force had been created last year with the objective of drafting a white paper on the future of cohesion policy. The outcome is the AER study on cohesion policy, published in January 2008. The study was based on the regions’ responses to a questionnaire and two public consultations. 60 regions from 22 countries (EU and non-EU member states) answered the questionnaire. The study is available on the AER website or in the Secretariat.

The AER Reflection Group drafted a new resolution to be adopted by the Bureau.  Further meetings are planned with other interregional organisations in order to coordinate future action. A technical seminar on practical aspects of structural funds will be organised in December 2008 and a major conference on the Future of Cohesion Policy is planned for September 2009.

Klaus Klipp, AER Secretary General, added that next year might be especially interesting as regards shaping the debate on future cohesion policy, with the election of the new European Parliament and the appointment of the new Commissioners.

4. 
Regional Investments in Health Care

Ourania GEORGOUTSAKOU presented the project proposal “Using structural Funds for Health” that the AER submitted together with other organisations for funding under the 2008 call for proposals of the European Public Health Programme. Lead Partner: Maastricht University, School for Public Health & Primary Care - NL 

It has been stated that for the current funding period of EU cohesion policy (2007-2013), 5 billion EUR have been allocated expressly to health infrastructure. Additionally, health policy can also benefit indirectly from other funding priorities of the cohesion policy. However, not all regions take full advantage of the funding allocated to health, either because they do not know what is available or because the political priorities they spend the money on are not the most appropriate. 

The aim of this project is to bring together all expertise from across Europe (regions, European associations, experts in public health and in health economics) and to make sure that the money allocated to health is spent in the best possible way. AER will contribute to the project activities in general. This will give the opportunity to AER members to participate and contribute to the activities under this project and to profit from the knowledge that will be gained.

5. Health Services

Ourania GEORGOUTSAKOU gave a brief update on the draft Directive on Heath Services, focussing on cross-border health care delivery, which was expected to be published in 2007. The draft Directive had yet to be published at the time of the meeting. It will stipulate the European Union legal framework for patient mobility and the implications of this mobility for how regions organise, provide and finance health services. 

13. 
Health & Culture - Proposal for an AER activity

Karin Westling, Cultural Affairs Officer (Västerbotten-S), represented a newly created working group within AER Committee 3 “Culture & Education”, whose main objective will be to plan and prepare a European conference on Culture and its impact on Health, in autumn 2009 or in spring 2010. The working group will make use of contacts on regional and national levels to networks, practitioners and researchers to find interesting examples of good practice and of research projects within the area Culture for Health.

Culture and its impact on health is in some regions of Europe a well-practiced and integrated area in local and regional strategies, based on the belief that culture not only has an intrinsic value in itself, but is also very important for people’s wellbeing and health. The area includes integrated programmes and single projects carried out in, for example, hospitals for patients and their relatives, as in various other workplaces for their employees. Examples of activities can be planning of the physical environment, placing visual art in public spaces, cultural performances and different kinds of participating cultural activities, and thus include both preventive and rehabilitating perspectives. There are many examples of research and studies on how cultural practising and participation makes a contribution to wellbeing and health on a physical, mental, emotional, social and intellectual level.  

As the working group so far consists of members from Sweden and the UK, they would be happy to welcome 3-4 regions from Central and Eastern Europe and/or the Mediterranean countries to join and actively contribute with their knowledge and respective European networks in this area. 

Interested regions are invited to contact Karin Westling (karin.westling@vll.se).

12. 
Update from the AER

· Feedback from the Committee 2 Monitoring & Evaluation 

Klaus KLIPP, AER Secretary General, presented the outcomes of the monitoring and evaluation exercise carried out since autumn last year. The work started with Committee 2 at its last meeting in the Azores. The outcomes are summarised in working document 12. After the monitoring and evaluation of the different bodies of the AER, the strategic plan should be revised accordingly.

· AER Elections

Klaus KLIPP informed the participants that the Presidium of the AER will be newly elected at the upcoming General Assembly and explained the general election procedure. Further information about the elections will be sent out to all AER member regions in the coming weeks.

· AER 2008 General Assembly (13-14 November 2008, Tampere-FIN)
Klaus KLIPP gave a brief outline of the upcoming General Assembly. The main topic will be: “From migration to integration - Regional solutions to a European challenge” and regions are invited to discuss with experts and to present their experience and best practice in the open space area.

· Upcoming AER events 
Klaus KLIPP gave a general update on the recent activities and changes in the AER: the purpose is too look more closely on how AER strategy adopted in Palma has to been adapted. Furthermore he informed Committee 2 members about the planned cooperation with the CPMR and the collaboration between Committee 3 UNDP in the framework of the international/interregional cooperation. 
· AER Summer School 2008
Olov OSCARSSON, Youth Ambassador from Jämtland-S, presented briefly the next AER Summer School that will take place in Östersund (24-30 August 2008). The theme for the 2008 AER Summer School is “Youth Entrepreneurship”. 
· Are you making the most out of your AER membership? 
Richard MEDIC, AER Spokesperson, presented the main AER tools that members could take more advantage of, like the AER website or the Visiting Cards that are now directly linked to the newly edited Tabula Regionum Euopae.

Finally he presented the “Subsidiarity is a word” movement.
Update from the Committee networks

6. 
ALIVE 

Hariet Hedlund, Västerbotten-S & Jolanda Schneider, Noord-Brabant–NL presented the outcomes of the ALIVE network meeting the day before. The work of the ALIVE group being finished with the publication of the “ALIVE review of regional policy for care of the elderly to meet demographic changes “, the group discussed how to handle the issue of demographic challenges in the future. It as been decided to send a questionnaire to all Committee 2 members and to present the outcomes at the next Plenary Session in Valencia (E).
7. 
Ehe@lth 

Agneta Granström (Norrbotten-S), Network Chairperson, presented the past and upcoming events and activities of the network. This network is particularly appreciated by the European Commission who helps to get access to meetings that are normally not open to regions, as the World of Health IT in October 2007 or the Health Minister Conference in SLO in spring 2008. 

She invited all Committee 2 members to the upcoming AER e-health seminar in Luzern on 25 September 2008 “Overcoming Legal Challenges to eHealth – Clinical Data Access” that takes place within the framework of the national Swiss eHealth Conference (eHealthcare.ch).

8. 
Emergency Planning

John Smith (Devon-UK), Network Chairperson, presented the past activities of the network, as the network meeting in the Azores (October 2007) and the Sinaia Conference Emergency Planning & Space technology (March 2008). One of the decisions of the meeting in the Azores was to apply for EU funding under Interreg IVC. On the 14-15 May 2008 the group was supposed to have a preparatory meeting and a first training session on Crisis Communication that had to be cancelled. 

The group has to decide how to continue with the work of the network.

9. 
Equal Opportunities between Men & Women 

Stéphane COOLS, AER Secretariat (Wallonie-B) explained briefly the new organisation of the webpage of the group and presented the outcomes of the working meeting in Brussels: 

It was decided to change the name of the group into “Observatory on gender issues”. In order to share the work of the President, a Vice-President should be elected at the upcoming meeting in Valencia. The main subject of the meeting, where the group met with the unit for equal opportunities of the European Commission, was migrant women and microcredit. 

He invited all Committee 2 members to join the upcoming Conference on “Equal Opportunities and equal access to the labour market” (Valencia, 18 September 2008).

10. 
Preventing Alcohol-Related Harm 

Karin Mernelius (Jönköping-S), Network Coordinator, gave an overview of the “Alcohol and traffic” peer review in the Azores and of the Building Capacity Conference where the AER facilitated three workshops on the alcohol policy framework for regions and municipalities. 

The next Peer Reviews will be on “Availability” in Umeå (4 June 2008) and on “Alcohol & Young people”  in Valencia (17 September 2008).

Regions’ Corner

AER member regions present recent developments in health & social policy in their territories

11. 
Karlstad Knowledge Centre for Senior Safety - Preventing accidents among the elderly

Dr. Tommy Rosenberg (Värmland-S), Head of the Knowledge Centre for Senior Safety, presented the work and the mission of the Knowledge Centre. By analysing the causes of accidents on the basis of statistics the y want to point out what goes wrong and by involving the end-user they want to help diminishing these accidents. The main accident types are falls, but suicide and violence become more and more important according to the statistics. Unfortunately, politicians focus rarely on accidents of old people. In order to raise awareness, they combine the research and practical work within the Knowledge Centre. 
Date and venue of the next Committee meeting 

The next plenary session has been fixed on 18-19 September 2008 in Valencia (Communitat Valenciana-E) and will include the Conference on “Equal Opportunities and equal access to the labour market”.

The Committee members and the AER wish to thank the Region Västerbotten (S) for hosting the meeting and their warm hospitality. 

All presentations made during this meeting are available on the webpage of the event:

http://www.aer.eu/en/events/health-social/2008/plenary-demographics-conf.html
