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AER Declaration on Violence against women (2009)

Unanimously adopted by the AER General Assembly in Belfort on Nov. 26, 2009.
The Assembly of European Regions (AER),
I. Reiterates its firm conviction that women and men are born free and equal in dignity, rights and responsibilities and condemns all discrimination on grounds of gender, race or ethnic origin, religion or beliefs, disability, age or sexual orientation; 

II. Is convinced that violence against women is a pervasive human rights violation which stems from gender inequality and women’s subordinate status in society relative to men. All forms of violence against women in the private and public sphere must be interpreted and addressed as basic violations of human rights;

III. Defines violence against women according to the United Nations definition, as “any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual, or psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or in private life”.  It clearly states that this not only encompasses the interpersonal violence that comprises domestic violence, sexual assault and stalking, but also includes (and is not limited to) sexual harassment, forced marriages, honor crimes, genital mutilation and other traditional practices harmful to women, trafficking in women and prostitution, violence in conflict and post-conflict situations, as well disrespect for women’s freedom of choice with regard to reproduction;

IV. Firmly condemns all forms of violence against women and fully supports the Council of Europe’s Recommendation Rec(2002)5 of the Committee of Ministers to member states on the protection of women against violence; it strongly condemns any kind of tolerance of violence against women, in any form, in any context and in any circumstance, and asks the European Commission to declare a “European Year on Zero Tolerance of Violence against women” within the next five years and calls regions and member states to support the UNIFEM campaign “Say NO to Violence against Women” by signing its petition;

V. Urges regions to ensure that their regional legislations – and to lobby their national governments in order that they adapt national legislations accordingly – to condemn violence against women without reserve, ensure the protection of women against any form of violence and develop penal, civil and administrative sanctions in order to leave no perpetrator unpunished. No customs, tradition or religious consideration should be invoked to avoid the obligation to eliminate violence against women;
VI. Urges governments to take all appropriate measures, especially in the field of education, to eliminate prejudices, customary practices and all other practices based on the idea of the inferiority or superiority of either of the sexes and on stereotyped roles for men and women. 
VII. Advocates that knowledge about the different forms of violence against women be mandatorily included in the training of members of the police force, of legal and judicial professions (including judges), as well as of the medical and social fields and that regional and national health systems provide victims with immediate and comprehensive assistance;

VIII. Advocates the organization of intervention programs designed to encourage perpetrators of violence to adopt a violence-free pattern of behavior by helping them to become aware of their acts and recognize their responsibility;

IX. Is convinced that, although it takes laws to end impunity and adequate resources to provide protection and services to survivors, it takes political will and leadership to end violence against women.
 ’S Hertogenbosch, October 7, 2009
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