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Activity Report 2009

COMMITTEE 2 (SOCIAL POLICY AND PUBLIC HEALTH)

President: Constantin Ostaficiuc, President of Timis region (RO)

“Demographic change lies at the heart of Europe’s emerging challenges and can be linked to most of the policy areas AER covers. That is why Committee 2 has put a special emphasis this year on demographic issues while reinforcing Committee members’ commitment to working together, sharing experiences and resources, and learning from each others’ successes and mistakes.” 

Responding to Demographic Change

Addressing the need for innovative policy responses, the Committee’s “Regional Innovation for Demographic Change” conference, held in Noord-Brabant (NL) in October, illustrated the added value of working with civil society, local economic actors and academia to develop tailor-made projects reflecting people’s needs. The AER “Roadmap for Demographic Change” adopted at the conference created a new network to focus on participation and social innovation as a response to demographic change. 

Financing Regional Healthcare 

In the face of this year’s ongoing economic downturn, a “Financing Regional Healthcare” conference held in Slaskie (PL) in March emphasised the need to continue with a long-term strategic investment plan in healthcare and to target potential funding sources (such as EC structural funds or public-private partnerships). The conference also identified new ways to organise and deliver services, for example by applying e-health.

e-Health 

AER’s e-he@lth network remains a key interlocutor for European institutions and stakeholders. 

A delegation of AER members represented regional interests at the Prague e-health ministerial conference in February, while a seminar on “Cross-border e-he@lth: Challenges and Opportunities” held in Friuli Venezia Giulia (I) in June addressed the challenges regions face when applying e-health across administrative, regional and national borders. A seminar on Smart Care hosted by Noord-Brabant (NL) in October showcased the opportunities offered by e-health in allowing people to live at home independently for longer, often with the aid of simple technologies. 

Equal Europe for People with Disabilities 

The Committee launched a new network focusing on disability issues at a meeting hosted in February by the region of Istanbul (TR). Reflecting AER’s commitment to creating inclusive societies, the network is focusing on the United Nations Convention for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and in particular on the provisions related to awareness raising, health, rehabilitation and accessibility. A seminar held in Brussels in September presented the UN Convention’s provisions as well as policies that regions are developing to fulfil their obligations. 


Observatory on Gender Issues (OGI)

The OGI focused this year on combating violence against women, and a May meeting in Brussels was an opportunity to discuss effective policies in this area. The OGI’s 2009 declaration reminds regions that: “it takes political will and leadership to end violence against women”. The OGI has also contributed to the revision of the AER statues to further reinforce gender parity in all AER bodies, and will next year become a Standing Committee on Equal Opportunities to mainstream these issues across all of AER’s work.

Preventing alcohol-related harm 

The AER Alcohol Peer Review project, as part of the “Building Capacity” initiative co-financed under the European Public Health Programme, held in Slaskie (PL) during March a fourth AER Peer Review on preventing alcohol-related harm during pregnancy. 

Emergency Planning Network (EPN)

The EPN focused on developing a good practice guide for regional preparedness plans in times of floods. A “Regional Preparedness for Floods” seminar was held in Limousin (F) in March, and the EPN is now a partner to the FLINKMAN (Stakeholders' Linking Framework for Flood Management) project for the development of a framework to link actors involved in the preparation and implementation of flood management plans. The project, led by the region of Central Macedonia (GR), has been granted EC funding under the European Civil Protection Mechanism, and as a project partner the EPN will contribute to the development of a regional good practice guide and online knowledge base.
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