	[image: image1.jpg]. | |
x* * Assemblée des Régions d’Europe
: 4 Assembly of European Regions
ik Versammlung der Regionen Europas
Asamblea de las Regiones de Europa
* ke Assemblea delle Regioni d’Europa







DECLARATION

The Regions’ Perspective on the Future of the European Social Model 
Unanimously adopted by AER Committee “Social Cohesion, Social Policy & Public Health” on 14th October in ‘s Hertogenbosch (Noord-Brabant, NL)

and by the AER General Assembly in Strasbourg-F (24th November 2005)

The members of the Committee on “Social Cohesion, Social Policy and Public Health” of the Assembly of European Regions (AER), meeting in ‘s Hertogenbosch (Noord-Brabant, NL) on 13th–14th October 2005 and having debated the future of the European Social Model, have adopted the following declaration:

1. The Regions regret that the debate on the European Social Model has been launched in a negative climate of citizens’ concern over the future of health and social services, the impact of globalisation and delocalisation of enterprises on employment, the challenges posed by demographic changes and the future direction of the European Union, in particular following the outcomes of the French and Dutch referenda on the draft Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe. 

2. The debate on the future of the European Social Model must be carried out in an honest, committed and transparent manner, with respect for the concerns of the citizens and with the aim of providing a balanced, sustainable solution to the challenges Europe faces today.

3. The Regions affirm that the European Social Model cannot be defined as a single model that can be applied in the same way to all European regions and states.

4. The Regions are convinced that any definition of the European Social Model must be based on knowledge and grounded in diversity and must take account of the various cultures, traditions, and needs in evidence across Europe today.

5. The Regions therefore declare that any European action in this area must be based on the principle of subsidiarity. The Regions have a pivotal role in guaranteeing and delivering the European Social Model to their citizens.

6. The Regions define the European Social Model as a set of principles and values, common to all European regions, and declare these principles to be:

a. Solidarity

b. Social Justice

c. Social Cohesion

d. Equal access to employment, in particular for the young and the disabled 

e. Gender equality

f. Equal access to health and social protection

g. Universal access to education

h. Universal access to health and social services

i. Equal opportunities for everybody in society, in particular the elderly, the young, the disabled, the socially excluded and minority groups

j. Universal access to, development of and  implementation of knowledge in health and social services.

7. The Regions commit themselves to these principles and to guaranteeing them for their citizens 

The Regions call upon:

8. the Heads of State and Government of the European Union, meeting informally on 27th –28th October 2005 in Surrey (UK), to fully acknowledge the diversity of social models in existence across Europe and to respect this diversity by applying the principle of subsidiarity. 

9. the national governments to decentralise their systems for the delivery of their respective social models by applying the principle of subsidiarity and granting regions the financial and political autonomy to deliver the social models to their citizens. 

10. the Commission of the European Communities to acknowledge the principles the regions have defined as the foundation of the European Social Model and to ensure that these principles are respected when proposing legislation in any fields linked to the European Social Model.

11. in particular the European Commissioners in charge of Employment and Social Affairs and Health and Consumer Affairs respectively, to propose European legislation that will entrench the aforementioned principles and ensure that they are mainstreamed throughout the EU policy-making process. The legal basis of this proposed legislation should be the Treaty provisions on health and social policy in order to provide a counter-balance to the European internal market rules. 

12. the Assembly of European Regions to continue its work in the debate on the Future of the European Social Model and to examine specific aspects of this debate on an individual basis with the aim of helping its member Regions to identify and implement sustainable responses to the challenges they face today. 
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