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Document for information

Annex

AER Committee 2 QUESTIONNAIRE

European Commission Consultation 

EUROPEAN SOCIAL REALITY STOCKTAKING 

(Version 04/10/07)

Instructions: 
This questionnaire should be read in conjunction with the European Commission consultation paper on European Social Reality Stocktaking and the summary of this paper prepared by the AER Secretariat. 
Both these documents are available on the AER intranet (first log into the AER web site and then go to this link): 

http://www.a-e-r.org/events/health-social-affairs-committee/2007/azores-plenary-com2.html
Please rank the following policy areas by level of political priority in your region (1 being highest and 7 being lowest priority) : 

· Demographic change

· Family life & Gender Equality 

· Poverty & Inequality 

· Access to healthcare and quality of life 

· Delinquency & increased insecurity 

· Migration, ethnic diversity & integration

· Others… (please specify)

Linking employment to social reality

1- Do your region’s policies on the economy and employment take social issues into account? Please specify.

Financing & division of competences 

2- In your opinion, are there areas of social policy where increased EU financial support is needed?  (Please specify which areas and/or what European Union fundss) 

3- In what policy sectors would you like to see more action at European level? What form should this action take? (financial support, European legislation, supporting cooperation…)

4- Are there policy areas where regions should be given more powers to be able to take efficient and effective action? Which areas and why? 

Demographics, Family structures & Gender Equality 

5- What is your region’s response to demographic change? (Please list the initiatives your region has taken in this area. If you have not taken any action, please explain why not.)

6- Are your region’s policies on demographic change linked to: 

a. Family policies (structure, division of responsibilities…) 
yes   (  no (
b. Gender Equality policies




yes   (  no (



c. Employment policies





yes   (  no (
d. Transport policies





yes   (  no (


e. Other policy areas (please specify)







7- If they are not linked to the above policy areas, what measures could be taken to include demographic change as a factor in the development of policies in these areas? 

8- On the basis of your region’s experience, how could we better promote gender equality in Europe? (For example more publicity campaigns, gender mainstreaming made obligatory in more policy areas, assessing the impact of proposed policies from a gender perspective…) 

Access to healthcare

9- What are your region’s priorities in the field of health? 

· Access to healthcare

· Prevention

· New diseases (obesity, illnesses linked to the environment…)

· Healthy ageing

· Others… (please specify)

10- Do you feel that the question of access to healthcare is sufficiently reflected in European Union policies? If not, how do you think the European Union could take to improve access to healthcare (for example promoting e-heallth, supporting the development of health infrastructures, more financial support instruments, reforming social systems etc.) 

Migration, ethnic diversity, integration 

11- Do you have a regional strategy for integrating migrants, further to any national integration and anti-discrimination policies that may exist in your country? 

12- If yes, could you please briefly outline the key points of your regional policy for integrating migrants? 

13- Does your region have specific means (powers and finances) for combating discrimination? Please outline briefly. 

Poverty & Inequality 

14- Do your regional policies on combating poverty and inequality differentiate between different social groups (Please specify the social groups: children, elderly persons, students…)

15- If yes, what are the priority groups in your region?

16- What are your region’s strategies for each group? (Please outline briefly) 

17- Do your region’s policies in this field focus more on preventing the causes of poverty or on treating its consequences? Why?

18- What measures do you think the European Union should take in this area? 

Delinquency & Insecurity 

19- Have you noted an increase in insecurity in your region in the past few years? What are the key causes for insecurity in your region? 

20- What are your region’s strategies for combating delinquency and insecurity in your territory? 

Please return your completed questionnaire to the Committee 2 Secretariat (Ms Camille Bullot, st.com21@aer.eu, fax: +33 (0)3 69 20 13 17)  by 30th November at the latest, in order to allow us to formulate the AER Committee 2 response to this consultation. 
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