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CULTURE: IF ANYBODY DOESCULTURE: IF ANYBODY DOES
ANYTHINGANYTHING

λλ CULTURE: CREATION/ PRODUCTION/CULTURE: CREATION/ PRODUCTION/
CONSTRUCTION ( CONSTRUCTION ( normsnorms, , valuesvalues,,
meaningsmeanings))

λλ „„WAY OF LIVINGWAY OF LIVING””
λλ CULTURE: CONSUMPTION OFCULTURE: CONSUMPTION OF

OBJECTIFIED CULTUREOBJECTIFIED CULTURE
FunctionsFunctions: : asas  integratingintegrating /  / asas  distinguishingdistinguishing



OSCAR LEWISOSCAR LEWIS
λλ (SUB)CULTURE OF POVERTY(SUB)CULTURE OF POVERTY
LIFE OF THE LONGTERM POOR IN TIMES OFLIFE OF THE LONGTERM POOR IN TIMES OF

SHIFTING PERIODS FROM TRADITIONAL SOCIETYSHIFTING PERIODS FROM TRADITIONAL SOCIETY
TO MODERN SOCIETYTO MODERN SOCIETY

ItIt  tendstends  toto  perpetuateperpetuate  itselfitself  fromfrom  generationgeneration  toto  generationgeneration

BothBoth  anan  adaptationadaptation  andand a  a reactionreaction  toto a  a marginalmarginal  positionposition

EffortsEfforts  toto  copecope  withwith  feelingsfeelings  ofof  hopelessnesshopelessness  andand  despairdespair ( (
notnot  achievingachieving  successsuccess  inin  termsterms  ofof  thethe  valuesvalues  andand  goalsgoals
ofof  thethe  largerlarger  societysociety



CarpeCarpe  diem-diem-  attitudeattitude

λλ InabilityInability  toto  putput  ofof  thethe  satisfactionsatisfaction  ofof
immediateimmediate  desiresdesires

λλ FatalisticFatalistic  viewview /  / ResignationResignation
λλ IntensityIntensity  ofof  emotionsemotions ( (BlissBliss  &Dispair&Dispair
λλ LackLack  ofof  organizingorganizing
λλ LackLack  ofof  belongingbelonging  toto  biggerbigger

communitiescommunities//ideasideas//groupgroup  disintegrationdisintegration
λλ FamilyFamily  disorganizationdisorganization



ContextContext

λλ CashCash  economyeconomy
λλ HighHigh  raterate  ofof  unemploymentunemployment
λλ LowLow  wageswages
λλ DifficultyDifficulty  ofof  sustainingsustaining  thethe  basicbasic

institutionsinstitutions  inin  thethe  neighbourhoodneighbourhood
λλ DominantDominant  setset  ofof  valuesvalues  stressesstresses  thethe

accumulationaccumulation  ofof  wealthwealth  andand  propertyproperty  andand
blamesblames  thethe  poorpoor  forfor  theirtheir  lowlow  economiceconomic
statusstatus



The CONSUMER SOCIETYThe CONSUMER SOCIETY

λλ THE POOR ARE WRITTEN OFF:THE POOR ARE WRITTEN OFF:
NEITHER PRODUCERS, NORNEITHER PRODUCERS, NOR
CONSUMERSCONSUMERS

λλ IN A CONSUMER SOCIETY,IN A CONSUMER SOCIETY,
CONSUMPTION IS THE HALLMARK OFCONSUMPTION IS THE HALLMARK OF
INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM,  IT IS AINDIVIDUAL FREEDOM,  IT IS A
SYMBOLIC ACT OF CONSTRUCTINGSYMBOLIC ACT OF CONSTRUCTING
SELF-IDENTITY.SELF-IDENTITY.

λλ   „„I BUY, THEREFORE I AMI BUY, THEREFORE I AM””



Self-esteemSelf-esteem /  / prestigeprestige

λλ EVERYBODY IS DEFINED BY HIS/ HEREVERYBODY IS DEFINED BY HIS/ HER
CONSUMPTIONCONSUMPTION

CHOICES WHAT SEEM TO  COUNTCHOICES WHAT SEEM TO  COUNT

λλ  RIGHTS TO CHOOSE JOBS/ RIGHTS TO CHOOSE JOBS/
PARTNERS/HOLIDAYS / HOBBIES/PARTNERS/HOLIDAYS / HOBBIES/
PLACES/PLACES/



DominantDominant  valuevalue

λλ PLEASURES / INTENSIVE/PLEASURES / INTENSIVE/
INTERESTING/ CHALLENGING/INTERESTING/ CHALLENGING/
CREATIVE LIFESTYLESCREATIVE LIFESTYLES

                   VERSUS                   VERSUS
VERY LIMITED CHOICESVERY LIMITED CHOICES
BOREDOM / FRUSTRATIONBOREDOM / FRUSTRATION

/DEPRESSION / FEELING /DEPRESSION / FEELING „„BEING ABEING A
FAILUREFAILURE””



LIFESTYLE GROUPS LIFESTYLE GROUPS inin
HUNGARY -2003 SURVEYHUNGARY -2003 SURVEY

λλ LEISURE-TIME ACTIVITIES:LEISURE-TIME ACTIVITIES:

λλ ACTIVE, INTENSE CULTURALACTIVE, INTENSE CULTURAL
CONSUMPTION / USER  OF DIFFERENTCONSUMPTION / USER  OF DIFFERENT
MIX OF INSTITUTIONS: 16 %MIX OF INSTITUTIONS: 16 %

VersusVersus
PASSIVE TV- PASSIVE TV- VIEWER-typeVIEWER-type : 43 % : 43 %



RichardRichard  WilkinsonWilkinson

λλ MIND THE GROWING GAP BETWEENMIND THE GROWING GAP BETWEEN
THE RICH AND THE POORTHE RICH AND THE POOR

λλ THE GAP BETWEEN SOCIAL CLASSESTHE GAP BETWEEN SOCIAL CLASSES
GROW TOO WIDEGROW TOO WIDE



WORLD DISTRIBUTION OFWORLD DISTRIBUTION OF
HOUSEHOLD WEALTHHOUSEHOLD WEALTH

λλ The The richestrichest 1 %  1 % ofof  adultsadults  ownown 40% 40%
λλ The The richestrichest 5 %                        71% 5 %                        71%
λλ The The richestrichest 10 %                      85 % 10 %                      85 %

λλ The The bottombottom  halfhalf                          1 %                          1 %
λλ GINI GINI figurefigure: : samesame  asas a  a groupgroup  ofof 10  10 wherewhere

1 1 getsgets 1000 USD,  1000 USD, otherother 9  9 eacheach  getget 1 USD 1 USD



INEQUALITY MATTERSINEQUALITY MATTERS
λλ WIDENING SOCIAL AND ECONOMICWIDENING SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC

DIFFERENCES  GENERATE LOWERDIFFERENCES  GENERATE LOWER
STANDARDS OF POPULATION HEALTHSTANDARDS OF POPULATION HEALTH

λλ LOW SOCIAL STATUS/ LACK OF SOCIALLOW SOCIAL STATUS/ LACK OF SOCIAL
RESPECT/ FELT SOCIAL INJUSTICE/ HUGERESPECT/ FELT SOCIAL INJUSTICE/ HUGE
SOCIAL DISTANCES/BEING DEVALUED ANDSOCIAL DISTANCES/BEING DEVALUED AND
LOOKED DOWN ON/ LIVING AT THE BOTTOMLOOKED DOWN ON/ LIVING AT THE BOTTOM

   DESTROYS HUMAN HEALTH AND   DESTROYS HUMAN HEALTH AND
HAPPINESSHAPPINESS



IT LEADS TOIT LEADS TO

λλ  PSYCHOLOGICAL DAMAGES PSYCHOLOGICAL DAMAGES
λλ MORE WIDESPREAD DEPRESSIONMORE WIDESPREAD DEPRESSION
λλ INCREASED LEVELS OF STRESSINCREASED LEVELS OF STRESS
λλ DECREASE IN  AVERAGE LIFE EXPECTANCYDECREASE IN  AVERAGE LIFE EXPECTANCY

FIGURESFIGURES
λλ PREMATURE DEATHPREMATURE DEATH
λλ INFANT MORTALITYINFANT MORTALITY
λλ HIGHER LEVELS OF VIOLENCEHIGHER LEVELS OF VIOLENCE



LIFE EXPECTANCYLIFE EXPECTANCY

λλ GREECE WITH HALF THE GDP PERGREECE WITH HALF THE GDP PER
HEAD HAS LONGER LIFEHEAD HAS LONGER LIFE
EXPECTANCY THAN THE USEXPECTANCY THAN THE US

λλ THE PEOPLE OF HARLEM LIVETHE PEOPLE OF HARLEM LIVE
SHORTER LIVES THAN THE PEOPLESHORTER LIVES THAN THE PEOPLE
OF BANGLADESHOF BANGLADESH

λλ 17 17 yearsyears  ofof  differencedifference  inin Hungary  Hungary betweenbetween
degreedegree  holderholder  malesmales  andand  thosethose  withoutwithout
basicbasic  educationeducation



 SOCIAL CAPITAL FORMS SOCIAL CAPITAL FORMS

STRONG TIES - BONDINGSTRONG TIES - BONDING
((solidaritysolidarity, , reciprocityreciprocity, , strongstrong  identityidentity, , socialsocial

samenesssameness) EXCLUSIVE) EXCLUSIVE

WEAK TIES -  BRIDGINGWEAK TIES -  BRIDGING
((crossingcrossing  classclass//ethnicethnic  etc.cleavageetc.cleavage  lineslines



LEWISLEWIS’’ WAY OUT WAY OUT

λλ EFFECTIVE PUBLIC POLICY OFEFFECTIVE PUBLIC POLICY OF
INTEGRATION (ACCESS TOINTEGRATION (ACCESS TO
INSTIUTIONS, STABLE JOBS INSTIUTIONS, STABLE JOBS andand
INCOME GENERATING TO BELIEVE ININCOME GENERATING TO BELIEVE IN
FUTURE GOALS REALIZEDFUTURE GOALS REALIZED

λλ CHANGE OF ATTITUDES/CHANGE OF ATTITUDES/
DISPOSITIONS THROUGHDISPOSITIONS THROUGH
ORGANIZING COMMUNITYORGANIZING COMMUNITY
STRUCTURES ( BELIEF-SYSTEM)STRUCTURES ( BELIEF-SYSTEM)



SOCIAL CAPITAL (SOCIAL CAPITAL (networksnetworks,,
normsnorms, , trusttrust  thatthat  facilitatefacilitate

cooperationcooperation))
DOES IT PROTECT FROMDOES IT PROTECT FROM

MARGINALIZATION ?MARGINALIZATION ?



THE ROMA IN HUNGARYTHE ROMA IN HUNGARY

λλ 2003 2003 SurveySurvey / Kem / Keméény Istvny Istváán n ––  JankyJanky B Bééla- Lengyella- Lengyel
GabriellaGabriella

λλ ProportionProportion  inin  thethe  PopulationPopulation::
λλ 6%                     ( 3 % 6%                     ( 3 % inin 1971) 1971)
λλ NumberNumber  ofof  BIRTHS  BIRTHS
λλ 25 per 1000 Roma 25 per 1000 Roma inhabitantsinhabitants         - 32/1000          - 32/1000 inin 1971) 1971)
λλ 9,3 9,3 comparedcompared  toto 1000  1000 non-Romanon-Roma     -14,5/1000      -14,5/1000 inin 1971 1971
λλ TerritorialTerritorial  segregationsegregation: 56 % : 56 % ofof  themthem  inin  areasareas  wherewhere  onlyonly

or or dominantlydominantly Roma  Roma peoplepeople  livelive



THE EDUCATION OF ROMATHE EDUCATION OF ROMA

  KindergartenKindergarten: 42 % Roma 3-5 : 42 % Roma 3-5 yearyear  oldsolds
comparedcompared  toto 88 %  88 % ofof non  non ––RomaRoma

λλ CompletedCompleted  primaryprimary  educationeducation: 82,5 % : 82,5 % ofof
20-24 20-24 yearyear old  old youthsyouths

λλ 5 % 5 % ofof  thethe  ageage  groupgroup 20-24 had  20-24 had maturitymaturity
examexam

λλ 1,2 % 1,2 % higherhigher  degree.holdersdegree.holders
λλ EveryEvery  fifthfifth  childchild  goesgoes  toto  specialspecial  educationeducation

classesclasses



INCOME POVERTYINCOME POVERTY

λλ 56 % 56 % ofof ROMA HOUSEHOLDS: NO ROMA HOUSEHOLDS: NO
ACTIVE EARNERSACTIVE EARNERS

λλ                 8 %:                 8 %: allall  adultsadults  areare  earnersearners
λλ 82 % 82 % ofof HOUSEHOLDS: NOT EVEN HOUSEHOLDS: NOT EVEN

REACHING POVERTY LINEREACHING POVERTY LINE
λλ CensusCensus: 1980: 30.000.-: 1980: 30.000.-
λλ               1990:143.000.- (32 %              1990:143.000.- (32 %
λλ                2000:190.000.- (33 %               2000:190.000.- (33 %



EMPLOYMENT/LIFEEMPLOYMENT/LIFE
EXPECTANCYEXPECTANCY

21 % 21 % ofof 15-74  15-74 werewere  employedemployed (  ( MalesMales: 28 %;: 28 %;
FemalesFemales:15 %):15 %)

λλ InIn Budapest: 49 % Budapest: 49 %
λλ InIn  NorthenrnNorthenrn//EastEast Hungary:  Hungary: onlyonly 14 % 14 %

λλ AboveAbove 60: 3,9 %  60: 3,9 % comparedcompared  toto 20,2 %  20,2 % ofof
non-Romanon-Roma

λλ The The life-spanlife-span  ofof a Roma is 10-15  a Roma is 10-15 yearsyears
shortershorter  thanthan  thatthat  ofof  non-Romanon-Roma


