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Meeting of the E-health Network

Friday 30th March 2007, Pécs (Baranya, H)

(15:15-17:00)

Version 22nd  March 2007 

1. Opening of the meeting and welcome

Agneta Granström, Chairperson of the Network 

2. Feedback on the outcomes of the E-health seminar (Brussels, 15th February 2007)

This event marked the launch of the AER e-health network and was an opportunity to discuss the mandate of the network and to suggest future initiatives. 

Proposed Initiatives for the E-health network

3. Developments in E-health: Should the AER e-health network contribute?

There are currently certain initiatives on e-health, initiated by the European Commission, to which the network could contribute, including:

· Upcoming European Commission recommendation on e-health interoperability 

How can we develop interoperable health systems? What are the key barriers to interoperability and how can they be overcome? How can we overcome legal, ethical and technical, social and cultural obstacles?

Further information on e-health interoperability in the EU is available at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/health/policy_action_plan/interoperability/index_en.htm
· Study on the legal and regulatory framework for e-health in Europe

Who owns patient data? What are the rules of privacy and confidentiality for medical records and who can you share it with? What happens if a medicine is subject to prescription in one country but sold over the counter in another? Can an e-health tool developed in one country be implemented easily in another or do differing public health and security standards pose an obstacle? Different rules and practices exist in different countries. A database is being created with experiences and examples of national and European rules that apply to these and other cases.

Do the regions encounter such difficulties? Can the regions contribute to clarifying the situation? Is there something the European Union should do to make exchanges less complex?

Further information on the study underway is available at: 

http://istresults.cordis.europa.eu/index.cfm/section/news/tpl/article/id/88830
4. AER participation to ’The World of IT Health’ Conference, Vienna (A) , 22-25/10/2007 

At the AER e-heath seminar (Brussels, 15/02/07) we discussed the possibility of the AER participating to this conference as a speaker, and also encouraging AER member regions to attend the event. 

Norrbotten and the Secretariat will inform participants on progress in this direction. 

Further information on this event is available at: 

http://www.worldofhealthit.org/
5. AER Database on regional examples of best practice in e-health 

The AER website offers the possibility to create databases on specific policy issues where regions can directly upload information on their projects and initiatives. 
Are participants interested in creating such a database for e-health? 
If yes, what should be included in this database? What are the criteria for deciding what examples should be showcased? 

6. Potential funding sources for the network: Regions of Knowledge 
Gustav Malmqvist (Västernorrland, S)

Working Methods

7. How can we encourage a regular contact among the network members?

8. How can we improve the way we gather and circulate information on funding opportunities for e-health? 

It is often difficult to keep up with European developments and to identify sources of European funding for regional cooperation projects. 

We suggest dividing the work among the network members: each region would be assigned the task of collecting information on a specific funding programme. The Secretariat would then circulate this information to the network members. 

All the projects presented at the e-health seminar and related contact details are available on the AER website: 

http://www.a-e-r.org/events/health-social-affairs-committee/2007/e-health-seminar.html
Cooperation projects on e-health

9. Update on project proposals from the regions:

The following projects were presented at the AER e-health seminar on 15/2/2007 in Brussels. The regions will shortly update participants on their progress in developing their projects: 

a. e-health & dementia: Noord-Brabant (NL)

b. e-health as a supporting instrument in the development of urban districts and villages suitable to all generations: Noord-Brabant (NL)

c. E-health as a planning tool for health & social systems: Friuli Venezia Giulia (I) 

d. Interactive health collaboration environment (POKAL) – Advanced Services for bringing medical specialist knowledge to all regions: Norrbotten (S) 

e. Network Based Information Platform for health care (NIM) - Achieving a seamless exchange of health information independent of operational or administrative boundaries or geographical distance: Norrbotten (S)

10. New project proposals 

Proposal from Timis (RO)



11. Are there any other issues that we need to address? 

Is there something you want to discuss that was not raised during the meeting? Feel free to raise the point!

Close of meeting 
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