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EQUAL EUROPE FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILIETIES

Istanbul (TR) proposal to create a working group under AER Committee 2

03/11/2008

Nearly one tenth of the population in Europe have some kind of disability. Recognition of this fact not only puts serious responsibilities on subnational authorities in Europe but also requires active coordination and cooperation between regions in order to create a transnational European space for persons with disabilities where they lead their lives as full citizens and participate in public life.

Therefore, as Istanbul Provincial Council, we propose to establish a Working Group in the AER under the Social Policy and Public Health Committee (2), in order to implement the New European Community Disability Strategy of the EU at regional level in accordance with the subsidiarity principle. The main orientations of the Strategy are as follows:

· empowering people with disabilities for participation in society, including people with several disabilities, while paying due attention to the needs and interests of their families and carers;

· mainstreaming the disability perspective into all relevant sectors of policy formulation; 

· enabling people with disabilities to participate fully in society by removing barriers; 

· nurturing public opinion to be receptive to the abilities of people with disabilities and toward strategies based on equal opportunities. 

The primary responsibility of implementing the Strategy lies with the National Authorities at various levels. Effective and efficient implementation of the above-given objectives requires strong and sustainable cooperation among the regional and local authorities in Europe.

 By establishing the Working Group, the AER members will permanently keep the matter on agenda, share their knowledge and experience, and hopefully to contribute in achieving the objectives of the Strategy. 

If your region is interested in taking part in the establishment of the Working Group on Equal Europe for People with Disabilities, please contact us for confirmation and suggestions.

Istanbul Provincial Council (TR)

6 rue Oberlin - F-67000 STRASBOURG

Tel: +33 (0)3 88 22 07 07 - Fax: +33 (0)3 88 75 67 19

E-mail: g.ourania@aer.eu- Website: www.aer.eu
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