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Draft Agenda 

EQUAL EUROPE FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 

Istanbul (TR) proposal to create a working group in AER Committee 2 

Istanbul, 19-21 February 2009

Meeting venue:

Istanbul Provincial Council (Istanbul Il Genel Meclisi)

Yerebatan Caddesi No 10

Sultanahmet Istanbul Turkey

 
Structure of the Meeting – Themes to be discussed

A) Overall Aim: Creation of a Transnational European Space in which persons with disabilities lead their lives as full citizens, and participate in public life.

· The issues and problems of people with disabilities in Europe

B) The New European Community Disability Strategy 

· Aims

· Policy measures

· Current state

C) The EU subsidiarity principle: Regional & Local Authorities

The proposed Aims of the Working Group

· implementation of the Strategy

· coordination and cooperation between authorities

· exchange of knowledge, skills and experience

· contribution in establishing civil society activities across regions

D) Discussion and Proposals for the Aims, Structure and timetabled              

Activities of the Working Group

Meeting Programme 

19 February 2009 - Thursday

14:00-15:30 
1.Session: Introduction 

Murat Eliati, Chairman of EU & International Committee, Istanbul Provincial Council

15:30-16:00 
Coffee Break

16:00- 17:30 
2. Session: Presentations

Lokman Ayva, Member of the Parliament of the Republic of Turkey, adviser to the Turkish Prime Minister, Member of the Council of Europe
Murat Eliati, Chairman of EU & International Committee, Istanbul Provincial Council

Christina Wahrolin, County Councillor, Värmland, Sweden 
18:30-21:30 
Dinner 

Venue: İncirli Hacıbozanoğulları Restaurant

During this dinner participants will have the opportunity to meet and discuss with local actors in the field of disabilities. Invited guests include representatives of local authorities and administration, the medical professions and NGOs active in this area.
20 February 2009 Friday

08:30-09:45 
3. Session: Discussions

09:45-10:00 
Coffee Break

10:00-11:00 
Closing Session: Final Resolutions on the Group aims, structure and activities

11:00-12:00 
Press Conference – Release of Istanbul Declaration 

Venue: Istanbul Il Ozel Idaresi

(Istanbul Special Provincial Administration-ISPA)

12:00-13:30 
Lunch 

Venue: Sultanahmet Goldenhorn Hotel

13:30-16:30 
Site visits:

Visit of a primary school (6-14 years) for blinds

Presentation by the Deputy Director for Education of the Istanbul Province, who himself is blind.

Visit to the Centre for People with Disabilities of Istanbul Metropolitan Authorty, the administrative centre. 

Presentation of the activities that have been done and are undertaken by Istanbul Metropolis, such as transportation, traffic lights, city buses, buses on call system, lifts, training activities and others.
21 February 2009 Saturday

09:30 -13:30 
Visit to Historical and Touristic Places 

13:30- 15:00 
Lunch 

                       Venue: Topkapı Sarayı Konyalı Restaurant

15:00 

Visit to the Grand Baazar

N.B.: All transfers of the participants between the venues will be arranged by the Istanbul Special Provincial Administration except between the airport and hotels at arrival and departure.
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