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Background to Committee 2 work on Disabilities

Committee 2 has not been active in this area

last activity: September 2006 -Committee 2 seminar on integration of disabled persons, Timis (RO)

· speakers from European Disability Network, Council of Europe 

· discussed European-level policies on disabilities

· discussed regional actions on integrating disabled

· NO follow-up to this meeting – very small number of regions was interested in working in this area

Committee 2  views on next steps 

(A) Generally, Committee 2: 

· welcomes initiative of Istanbul 

· encourages the creation of thematic networks within the Committee structure 

· supports sustainable, member-driven networks: we the regions that are here today, if we are truly committed to this cause, should go back home and discuss with our colleagues and with our partners in other regions 

(B) to create a thematic network we need:

1/ enough regions to join the network 

· when we go home after this meeting, we have to talk to our colleagues and with our partners in other regions 

· we have to discuss what we can contribute to the network and what we want to get out of it

· we have to decide to commit the time and the money to contribute to this network – each region needs a contact officer who will liaise with other members, travel to meetings, prepare presentations and monitor & evaluate ongoing developments 

2/we need a strategic plan: 

· what do we want to achieve and by when? What are our priorities? 

· what will we do to achieve it? What actions will we take? 

3/ we need regions to make commitments to the network: 

· allocate tasks and responsibilities among the regions  when it comes to analysing latest developments, identifying experts, identifying potential partners, creating contacts with European institutions and other relevant stakeholders 

(C) What will happen after this meeting – what are the next steps to creating this network

If we agree here that today that we want to work in this area, the next steps are: 

· Istanbul (TR) has to come to present their proposal to the other members of Committee 2 – next Committee meeting: Katowice (Silesia, PL), 19-20 March 2009

· Committee 2 members must be satisfied that the conditions for creating a Committee 2 network have been met, I.e. that this is an important issue, a sufficient number of regions interested, clear leadership that has allocated resources to running network, regions have committed resources to contributing to network's activities, clear strategic plan

Committee 2 views on issues that could be addressed 

Key issue: Impact of signing the UN Convention on the rights of people with disabilities 

· Convention has been signed by both the EU and the Member States 

· Convention is currently the key document in Europe regarding integration of disabled – Commission refers to it when referring to initiatives regarding disabled persons

· Regions have to adopt and adapt policies in order to respect and implement the Convention's provisions

Possible activities: 

1/ Analyse provisions of Convention & share regional experience 

· What rights do they create for disabled persons? 

· What obligations do they create for the regions? 

· Do regions need to employ more personnel, for example in health and social services? Do regions need to develop new policies? 

· Where will regions receive any additional funding that may be required in order to satisfy the requirements of the convention? 

2/ Develop interregional cooperation projects between the member regions 

· identify potential funding sources

· use AER tools to identify partners and exchange project ideas (AER partnership pool, AER mailings)

