	[image: image1.jpg]





PAGE  
5

Draft Minutes

of the Plenary Session of AER Committee 2 “Social Policy & Public Health”

Valencia-E, 19 September 2008

(the list of participants is available in a separate annexe)

Summary of the main outcomes:

· Adoption of the Valencia Declaration on “Equal Access to the Labour Market”

· Outcome of the Committee 2 elections

· Presentation of the EU Directive on Cross-border Healthcare

· Outline of the General Assembly 2008

1.
Adoption of the agenda of the plenary meeting 


The agenda was unanimously adopted with some amendments to the order of events. 


Apologies from President Ostaficiuc

President Constantin Ostaficiuc transmitted his apologies for not being able to attend the Committee 2 meeting due to unforeseen medical reasons. Committee Vice-President Christina Wahrolin (Värmland-S) chaired the meeting in his absence.

2. Adoption of the minutes of the last meeting


The minutes of the last Committee plenary session were unanimously adopted.

3. Presentation and adoption of the “Valencia Declaration on Equal Access to the Labour Market and how to promote Equal Opportunity schemes in company”

Michèle Sabban, AER Acting President and President of the AER Observatory on Gender Issues (Ile-de-rance- F) presented the outcomes of the Conference held on 18th September 2008. The amended version of the Valencia Declaration and the AER Statement on Equal access to the labour market were unanimously adopted.

4. Committee 2 Elections

After having launched an election procedure at the Committee 2 spring meeting in Umeå, the AER Secretariat had received the following nominations: 

Committee President: 

Constantin Ostaficiuc, Timis (RO): President of Timis County; Member of the Committee of the Regions – nominated for a second mandate
Committee Vice-President: 

Christina Wahrolin, Värmland (S): Chairperson of the Board for Health and Medical Care – nominated for a second mandate
Mr Wojciech Zamorski, Silesia (PL) - Member of the Regional Parliament.
Vice-President of the AER Observatory for Gender Issues: 

Maria Stella Ciarletta, Calabria (I): Gender Councillor of Region Calabria 

Monica Karlsson, Norrbotten (S): County Council Commissionner for Gender Equality

Committee Representative to the Monitoring & Evaluation Standing Committee: 

Catarina Segersten Larsson, Värmland (S): County Councillor; Member of the Committee of the Regions

Martyna Starc, Silesia (PL): Member of the Regional Parliament; Vice-Chairperson – Regional Commission for Education, Science and Culture; Member – Regional Commission for International Cooperation and European Integration.

The results of the elections were the following:

Constantin Ostaficiuc has been unanimously elected Committee President.

Christina Wahrolin has been unanimously elected Committee Vice-President.

Monica Karlsson has been elected first Vice-President of the AER Observatory for Gender Issues.

Maria Stella Ciarletta has been elected second Vice-President of the AER Observatory for Gender Issues.

Michèle SABBAN, Chairperson of the AER OGI, is candidate for the position of AER President. Should she be elected to this post at the AER General Assembly in Tampere (FIN), then Monica KARLSSON would automatically take on the role of AER OGI Chairperson and Maria Stella CIARLETTA that of Vice-President. 

The members agreed to vote on this proposal en block. The proposal was unanimously adopted. 
Martyna Starc has been elected Committee 2 Representative to the Monitoring & Evaluation Standing Committee (14 votes for Ms Starc against 8 votes for Ms Segersten Larsson).

Klaus KLIPP (AER Secretary General) requested from the meeting Chairperson to take the floor and to present a declaration pertaining to the AER Presidency elections, which was adopted with one abstention by the AER Culture, Education and Youth Committee (3) at the occasion of their plenary meeting in St Pölten (A) on 11 September 2008. Klaus KLIPP read out this Declaration and noted that this document had been adopted without his prior knowledge or consent. 

Committee 2 decided not to respond to the Declaration put forward by Committee 3. Christina WAHROLIN stated that a clear procedure for the AER Presidency elections had been adopted by the AER Bureau, meeting in Wroclaw (PL) on 11 June 2008, and a clear deadline for receiving nominations had been set. As this deadline had now passed, the Committee 3 Declaration was irrelevant and did not respect this clear democratic procedure. She added that she found it unfair for Committee 2 members to be presented with this Declaration at the last minute, without having the time to reflect and discuss it with their colleagues in their regions. 

Christina WAHROLIN further asked Klaus KLIPP to inform members who the candidates for the post of AER President were, following the close of the nominations procedure. Klaus KLIPP responded that the sole candidate for the postion of AER President is Michèle SABBAN, currently Acting AER President (Ile-de-France, F). 

5. 
Updates from the Committee networks 

a) Observatory on Gender Issues

Mrs. Michèle SABBAN, President of the AER Observatory on Gender Issues, AER Acting President thanked again the Region of Valencia for the warm welcome and the excellent organisation the Conference on Equal Access to the labour market that took place the day before. She outlined that the Observatory on Gender Issues will continue its work in 2009 with two Conferences around the topic “Prevention of Violence against Women”. The first one will take place in Mai 2009 on invitation of the Region Calabria-I and the second one will be organised within the framework of the Swedish EU-Presidency and take place in Karlstad (Värmland-S).

The political priorities and the work programme 2009 of the Observatory on Gender Issues were unanimously adopted.

b) E-he@lth 

Agneta Granström Norrbotten (S), Network Chairperson, presented the past and upcoming events and activities of the network. This network is particularly appreciated by the European Commission who helps to get access to meetings that are normally not open to regions, such as the World of Health IT in November 2008 in Kopenhagen. 

She invited all Committee 2 members to the upcoming AER e-health seminar in Luzern on 25 September 2008 “Overcoming Legal Challenges to eHealth – Clinical Data Access” that takes place within the framework of the national Swiss eHealth Conference (eHealthcare.ch). 

Furthermore, Ms Granström is invited to present the regions’ point of view during a workshop on creating a sustainable market in ehealth at the 2008 Open Days in Brussels organised by the European Commission. She will also moderate a panel discussion on how ICT can improve the performance of healthcare systems, at the occasion of the 2008 European Health Forum in Gastein. 

c) Emergency Planning

Ourania Georgoutsakou (AER Secretariat) transmitted the apologies of John SMITH, Network Chairperson (Devon-UK) who was not able to attend the Committee 2 plenary session. Following the spring session in Umeå it has been decided to interrogate AER members about the themes they are mainly interested in.  

An informal meeting of the Emergency Planning network was held after the Committee 2 Plenary Session. 

The outcomes of this meeting are available in a separate document available on the AER website: http://www.aer.eu/en/main-issues/emergency-planning.html.
d) Preventing Alcohol-Related Harm

Karin Mernelius (Jönköping-S), Network Coordinator, gave an overview of the “Availability” peer review in Umeå (4 June 2008) and on “Alcohol & Young people” in Valencia (17 September 2008). 

The next Peer Reviews will be on “Alcohol and Pregnancy” in Katowice (18 March 2009).

The outcomes of these peer reviews are available on the AER website under:

http://www.aer.eu/en/main-issues/health/alcohol-prevention/aer-alcohol-peer-reviews.html
e) Demographic change within the Committee’s work: discussion of the outcomes of the members’ survey

Jolanda SCHNEIDER, Noord-Brabant (NL) presented the outcomes of a survey of Committee 2 members regarding the future organisation of the topic “demographic challenges”: 12 regions responded to the questionnaire sent out by the AER Secretariat. The majority of these regions was in favour of mainstreaming the issue rather than creating a new network.

Jolanda Schneider informed the participants that demographic changes will be the main topic of next year’s autumn session to be organised in ‘s Hertogenbosch (5-7 October 2009) at the kind invitation of Noord-Brabant-NL. This will be the occasion to draft an “AER on road map demographic challenges” for the coming years. 

All members are invited to identify and suggest areas that AER can work on and where regions can have a real impact. 

6. 
Regions’ Corner

Johan Smedberg (Västernorrland-S) presented the project “Gender Medicine: Equity in Health Care” that his region is developing. 

Attitudes and prejudices in health staff, regarding gender, lead to suboptimal medical treatment. This affects both sexes negatively. The project aims at identifying and changing these attitudes, thus getting better patient safety.  

Västernorrland are interested in working in this area and welcome the contributions of other regions.

7. 
General Update on EU developments related to the Committee’s work: 

· Proposed Directive on the application of patients’ rights in cross-border healthcare

Ourania Georgoutsakou presented the main content of the draft Directive on the application of patients’ rights in cross-border healthcare and explained that this Directive may have a significant impact on the way regions organise, manage and finance their healthcare services. Under the proposals of this Directive, patients will be able to travel freely to another country and receive treatment there, in most cases without first getting the authorisation of their domestic health system.  This draft Directive raises a number of questions for the regions, in particular:
· What will be the impact of patient mobility on the planning, management and delivery of healthcare services? 
· Without a prior authorisation or warning system, how can regional authorities accurately estimate the number of patients they will treat and make the necessary logistic provisions? 

Ulrike Neuhauser, Wien (A), also raised her concerns about the potential impact of this Directive on regions’ powers and capacity, in particular in light of the absence of a prior authorisation system and the obligation to respond to citizens’ requests without ‘undue delay’. She suggested that AER draws up a list of potentially controversial points in the Directive and consult members on these. 

Robert Uitto, Jämtland (S), agreed that this proposed Directive raises very important political questions in terms of managing the delivery of healthcare and ensuring that it can meet both demand and real needs.  

Chrisitina Wahrolin proposed that the Directive be posted on all languages on the AER website and requested the Secretariat to send members a summary of the Directive proposals and its potential impact on the regions.

AER regions are requested to respond to this summary and to contribute to the formulation of an AER position on the draft Directive. The position will be debated at the next Committee 2 meeting in spring 2009.

This proposal was unanimously adopted. 
· Structural Funds & Health: progress of project application & AER debate on the future cohesion policy 

Ourania Georgoutsakou presented the Euregio III project, which will receive EC co-financing under the European Public Health Programme and where AER is a collaborating partner. The project, to be launched in early 2009, will focus on how regions invest EC structural funds in health, what obstacles they encounter and how they can be helped to overcome these obstacles. AER will chair the ‘Reference Group’, a group of experts that will provide guidance to the project and will identify issues of interest that the project partners should focus on. AER member regions will benefit from the knowledge acquired from the project about how best to use structural funds for health-related investments.  

8. 
Adoption of the Committee 2009 work programme and political priorities

Christina Wahrolin presented the 2009 Work Programme and the Committee Political Priorities 2009-2010. The political priorities are determined for the coming two years, in order to allow for a more medium-term vision for the Committee. 

Christina Wahrolin suggested that the following point be added to the 2009 Work Programme, under the Gender Equality heading, as AER should also strive to ensure gender equality within the organisation:

“Promote gender equality within AER bodies and across the work of all the AER Committees and programmes.”

Jolanda Schneider suggested that a clear reference be made to the proposed Directive on the application on patients’ rights in cross-border healthcare be added to the 2009 Work Programme and the Committee’s 2009-2010 Political Priorities. 

Both documents were unanimously adopted subject to the above amendments. 

9. 
AER update

Klaus Klipp, AER Secretary General, presented the programme for the upcoming General Assembly of the AER in Tampere (FIN), 13-14 November 2008 and called upon Committee 2 members to contribute actively to the AER Open Space. The main topic of this year’s General Assembly will be “From Migration to Integration – Regional solutions to a European Challenge”. He also referred to the new tools available on the AER website for the regions (visiting cards, tourism portal, press releases, new AER members’ logo for regions’ websites), and updated members on the progress of the AER subsidiarity campaign.

10. 
Date and venue of the next Committee meeting

The next plenary session has been fixed for 19-20 March 2009 in Katowice, at the kind invitation of Slaskie-PL and will include a Seminar on “Financing Regional Healthcare“.
The Committee members and AER wish to thank the Region Valencia (E) for hosting the meeting and their warm hospitality. 

All presentations made during this meeting are available on the webpage of the event:

http://www.aer.eu/en/events/health-social/2008/valencia.html
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