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AER Social policy and Public health Committee 

Declaration on Financing Regional Healthcare

Katowice, Silesia-PL, 20th March 2009

Committee 2 Plenary meeting
Health is the top priority for 99% of the EU citizens
. The Assembly of European Regions (AER) has been working for many years for the recognition of the importance of the regions’ role in financing and organising health services and is pleased that the European Union finally placed health as a major investment for its structural funds for 2007-2013. 

The members of the AER Social policy and Public health Committee (2), meeting in Katowice (Silesia-PL) on 20th March 2009, confirmed on the importance of maintaining health as a priority investment for structural funds for the forthcoming periods. The economic crisis the world is currently experiencing will inevitably have social and health consequences, it will therefore be necessary to keep a large share of the budget dedicated to health. AER is also calling for the other levels of governance not to overlook this central field.  

The AER member regions are aware of the rising cost of the organisation and delivery of healthcare, due to growing expectations of patients demanding more and better healthcare and the pressures of meeting the needs of an increasing aged population. 

The regions face different obstacles and therefore have to develop individual solutions. Regions take ideas from best practices and experiences from each other and then find adapted solutions fitting their own healthcare situation. Therefore, AER advises against “one size fits all” projects on the whole European territory.

To improve the use of funding and to implement efficient projects at the regional level is at the heart of AER’s activities. In this regard, AER recommends: 

· the use of new technologies for the benefit of health. They should be created, developed and promoted, as they provide new opportunities for the organisation and distribution of healthcare services. Regions should therefore agree to major initial investments and regular adjustments to budgets. The involvement of the European Union is more than ever necessary. Through its e-health network recognised by the European Commission, AER has been contributing to the development of technological applications for several years.

· further development of the study and analysis of existing public-private partnerships in order to identify their potential advantages, and if those advantages are proved, to encourage the extension of their use at the European scale. 

· providing the regions with the tools to enable them to attract and retain healthcare professionals, in particular through continuing education. Acknowledging the growing mobility of healthcare professionals, AER intends to develop exchange programmes, based on regional solidarity and working according to the rules of similar AER programmes. AER calls upon the EU to support these programmes and encourages the European Commission to discuss their setting up in more detail. 

· the continuation of its successful experiment with training academies which have been organised for a couple of years, adapted to the healthcare sector.

Obviously, such proposals cannot be considered without a flexible and long-term approach. 

AER will always stand for the right to access healthcare for the citizens of its regions, as this is a fundamental European value. From this philosophical base, AER reaffirms the absolute necessity of ensuring on-going substantial funding for healthcare and member regions should commit themselves to an optimal use of allocated funds. 

This way, the Assembly of European Regions will participate to the solving of healthcare inequalities, whether they are geographical, social, gender or minority based and contribute to the economic revival of Europe.  

Adopted in Katowice, 20th March 2009

� Eurobarometer Survey, February 2007, European Social Reality, page 14.
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