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Document for information 
 

Cooperation between AER Committees 2 and 3 - An Invitation 
 
At its plenary meeting in Sarajevo on the 29th September 2009, AER Committee 3 agreed to 
invite Committee 2 to jointly arrange a major international conference in 2011 focusing on culture 
and its impact on health. It is suggested that plenary sessions of both Committees are linked and 
take place at the same time as the conference. This would enable interested members from both 
Committees to participate in the conference and reduce travel costs. It would also encourage the 
widest possible attendance. We believe this is a great opportunity for the Committees, with their 
respective political responsibilities within health and culture, to join forces and find out more 
about how they go hand in hand! 
 
The Culture and Health Working Group of Committee 3 therefore cordially invites Committee 2 
members to participate in the planning and preparation of this event.  
 
The conference objective is to exchange knowledge, experience and best practice on the health 
and wellbeing benefits of participation in cultural activities. As well as AER members, it would 
also be open to practitioners and researchers working with health issues, healthcare, and/or 
culture. We believe that the conference  would also be of interest to national governments and 
relevant EU institutions.  
 
The focus of the conference would be on evidence-based programmes and projects that 
demonstrate how culture can be used as a tool for improving  health care, for instance by 
helping people recover more quickly after an operation. It would also look at the use of cultural 
activities in preventive health strategies and as a means of inclusion aimed at different groups 
with particular needs, for instance young offenders, people with eating disorders, or older people 
with dementia. All of these are very relevant issues in our regions. The Committee 3 Culture and 
Health Working Group has already identified many interesting projects that are achieving 
positive results for health and wellbeing. These deserve to be made known to a wider audience 
and we would hope to present a broad range of examples at the conference.  
 
The health benefits of cultural activities are, of course, primarily important on a personal and a 
human level, but their use in a preventive context can also deliver economic benefits at the 
national, regional and local levels.  
 
We warmly welcome interested regions that are active in Committee 2 to become members of 
the Culture and Health Working Group and share their experience and networks with us. We do 
hope that you will join forces with us! 
 
Appendix: 
Culture for Health AER working group, Contact list 
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CULTURE FOR HEALTH 
AER WORKING GROUP 

Contact list 
 

 
Region (country) 

Contact person   
 

AER secretariat 
 Doris Materne 
 Policy Coordinator committee 3 
 Phone: +33 38822 7443 
 d.materne@aer.eu 
 

Gävleborg (Sweden) 
Sten-Erik Nilsson 
County Councillor, Chairman Subcom. Culture 
Phone: +46-70-516 4174 
+46-26-170520   
sten-erik.nilsson@telia.com 

 

Ingemar Kalén 
County Councillor 
Phone: +46-70 414 13 44   
ingemar.kalen@hofors.se 

 

Hampshire (UK) 
Stuart Dorward  
Head of Department of Culture, Communities and Rural Affairs 
Phone: + 44-1962-846110 
stuart.dorward@hants.gov.uk 
 

Istanbul (Turkey) 
 Hande Özsan Bozatli 
 Vice President of Metropolitan City Council Istanbul 
 Phone: +90-216-557 71 57 
 +90-534-985 12 06 
 

Jämtland (Sweden) 
Runar Englund 
County Councillor 
Phone: +46-730 452 432 
+46-640-12085 
runar.englund@jll.se 
 

Christina Eng 
County Councillor 
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Phone: +46-70-695 81 74 
christina.eng@jll.se 

 
Lower Austria (Austria) 
 Eugen Scherer 

Project Manager 
Phone: +43-2742-9005 13081 
eugen.scherer@noel.gv.at 
 

Lower Silesia (Poland) 
 Jacek Pilawa 

County Councillor 
Phone: +48-604-197 149 

 j.pilawa@dolnyslask.pl 
 
 
Norrbotten (Sweden) 
 Kenneth Backgard 
 County Councillor 

Phone: +46-70-568 38 99 
kenneth.backgard@telia.com  
 
Kerstin Hamre 

 Project Manager 
 Phone: +46-70-316 43 18 
 +46-920-284 318 

kerstin.hamre@nll.se 
 

Västerbotten (Sweden) 
Marita Fransson   
County Councillor, WG Chairperson 
Phone: +46-70-699 19 69 
marita.fransson@vll.se 

 
Karin Westling   
Officer of Cultural Affairs 
Phone: +46-70-227 08 81 
+46-90-785 72 58 
karin.westling@vll.se 

 
Västernorrland (Sweden)   

Gun Ehnqvist-Öhman 
County Councillor 
Phone: +46-70-632 26 02 
gun.enquist-ohman@tele2.se 

 
Ilona Novak 
International Coordinator 
Phone: +46-611-80275   
Ilona.novak@lvn.se 
 

Västra Götaland (Sweden) 
 Magnus Berntsson 
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County Councillor 
Phone: +46-70-714 47 39 
mb@kristdemokraterna.se 

 


