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“What’s new, Committee 2?”

Social Affairs and Public Health 

October 2008


General
VIIIth AER Annual Conference on Equal Opportunities 
‘Equal Access to the Labour Market’
& Committee 2 Plenary session  

 Valencia (E), 18-19 September 2008

Over 130 participants from 34 regions from 14 countries discussed how to break the glass ceiling and get women into top jobs and more generally about how to open up the labour market to marginalised groups such as youth and older workers. The Valencia Declaration on Equal Access to the Labour Market outlines the regions’ commitments in this area and sets out a framework for true equal access. 

In this edition of our newsletter, you will read about some of the decisions taken at the meeting and follow-up activities. 

The presentations made during the meeting and the adopted documents are all available on the event webpage: 
http://www.aer.eu/en/events/group-equal-opportunities/2008/valencia.html
AER thanks Comunitat Valenciana (E) for their kind hospitality and the excellent organisation of these events. 

Committee 2 Election Outcomes

Members were invited to send in their candidatures to the AER Secretariat by 29th August 2008. 
The outcomes of the elections held during the Committee plenary session on 19th September 2008 are:
· President: Constantin OSTAFICIUC (Timis, RO)

· Vice-President: Christina WAHROLIN (Värmlandm S)
· Committee Representative to the AER Monitoring and Evaluation Standing Committee: Martyna STARC (Silesia, PL)
· 1st Vice-President, AER OGI: Monica KARLSSON (Norrbotten, S)
· 2nd Vice-President AER OGI: Maria Stella CIARLETTA (Calabria, I)
AER to address Regional Health Ministers


AER will address  a roundtable of Regional Ministers of Health on 8th October 2008 in Bilbao (Euskadi/Pais Vasco-E) on the how regions can best use the money available under the current structural funds package, but also what regions should be doing if they want to secure funds for health for the upcoming period. This roundtable will take place at the occasion of the Healthclusternet 3rd annual congress on ‘Delivering added-value health sector investment in European regions’.
Alcohol

3rd AER Alcohol Peer Review: young people & children 

Valencia, 17th September 2008


The 3rd AER Alcohol peer review focused on how best to address the harm caused to young people by alcohol abuse. With the contributions of external experts, young people and regions, this meeting highlighted how youth and adults perceive different problems. Conclusions included that more action needs to be taken as regards marketing practices that target young people, whether directly or indirectly, and that youth and parents should be included in developing and implementing prevention policies. 
The presentations made during this meeting are available at: 

http://www.aer.eu/en/events/health-social/2008/3rd-aer-alcohol-peer-review.html

Emergency Planning 
Outcomes- Network Meeting- Valencia, 19th September 2008

The network discussed their upcoming activities and priorities. It was decided that: 
1/ AER will organise a partnership seminar for regions interested in developing and submitting project proposals under the upcoming Interreg IVC call for proposals, that will be published on 27 October 2008. 

2/ The Emergency Planning network will cooperate with the AER Economy & Regional Development Committee (1) and will contribute to the upcoming conference on Climate Change (Limousin-F, 30-31 March 2009. )
Members with project ideas for the upcoming Interreg IVC call are kindly requested to contact the Committee Secretariat (c.meschede@aer.eu). 

The agenda of this meeting and the presentation made are available at: 
http://www.aer.eu/en/events/group-equal-opportunities/2008/valencia.html

  Services of General Interest
Cross-border Healthcare Services-  AER response


During the Committee plenary session in Valencia-E (19th September 2008) members discussed the potential impact of the European Commission proposal for a directive on the application of patients’ rights in cross-border healthcare. Concerns centred in particular around: 

· The absence of a system of prior authorisation for patients wishing to seek care abroad. 

· The impact of the proposal on regions’ capacity to manage healthcare services effectively (balancing demand and need, identifying priorities in terms of allocating funds and service capacity)

The Committee Secretariat will circulate a summary of the proposal and a list of the points which can be controversial for regions and their competences in organising, providing and funding healthcare services.

Member regions interested in participating to this debate and in formulating an AER response to the proposal, please contact the Committee Secretariat (g.ourania@aer.eu)

The draft Directive and other related documents are available at: 

http://www.aer.eu/en/main-issues/health/cross-border-healthcare-services.html

eHe@lth

AER eHealth seminar 25-26 September 2008- Luzern (CH)

Overcoming legal challenges to eHealth: clinical data access


This AER eHe@lth network seminar looked at the legal hurdles regions have encountered when developing and implementing eHealth tools and policies and how they have overcome them. Focusing in particular on clinical data access, regions explained how they developed their ehealth projects and worked with the current incomplete legal framework.  

All presentations are available at:

http://www.aer.eu/events/health-social/2008/aer-ehelth-seminar.html
AER thanks St Gallen (CH) for their kind hospitality and the excellent organisation of this event. 
AER present at European Health Forum Gastein

Agneta Granström, Chairperson of the AER eHe@lth network (Norrbotten, S) has been invited by the Commission to chair a panel discussion during a closed session on the role ICT can play in improving health systems performance on 3 October 2008. 

AER chairs eHealth workshop during Open Days 2008

Agneta Granström will also chair the workshop session eHealth: from promise to sustainability that will take place on 9th October 2008 during the Open Days in Brussels. For more information on AER’s presence during the Open Days, please visit: 

http://www.aer.eu/en/events/governing-bodies/2008/open-days-round-table-discussion-on-local-democracy.html
Dates for your Diary

	Date
	Location
	Event

	3 October 
	Gastein
	European Health Forum Gastein

The role of ICT in improving health systems performance

	9 October 
	Brussels (B)
	Open Days workshop session

eHealth: from promise to sustainability

	13-14 November 
	Tampere (FIN)
	AER General Assembly 

From migration to integration: 

Regional solutions to a European challenge

	Early December
	Brussels (B)
	AER Emergency Planning

Interreg IVC partnership seminar 

For further information, please contact c.meschede@aer.eu


Information Note
Ourania Georgoutsakou, Senior Policy Coordinator, has transferred to the AER Brussels office. Rania’s new contact details are: 
Tel: +32 2 421 87 57; Mob: +32 475 749 718; Fax: +32 2 421 83 69

Her email address remains unchanged: g.ourania@aer.eu 






