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EU macro-regions: A new approach to interregional and transnational cooperation?

Introduction:

On 10 June 2009 the European Commission adopted a Communication on the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region following a request from EU Member States. It is the first time that a comprehensive strategy, covering several Community policies, is targeted on a 'macro-region'.  The development of the European Union Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region has instigated a substantial interest in the macro-region concept on European level. Other areas in Europe consider the development of similar cooperation projects on macro-regional level. At the last European Council meeting on 19 June 2009 EU Member States invited the European Commission to develop a strategy for the Danube area.  

KEY - Question:

Do these initiatives mark the beginnning of a new trend of EU mega-regionalisation? 

European Commission perspective on the topic of macro-regions: 

According to EC officials it is premature to say that there is a specific EU policy in this area at this time. However, the interest in the Union is echoed within Commission services with many EC officials seeing strong potential in better co-ordination across policy areas on the basis of one or another macro-region. Nonetheless, considerations of resources, as well as in some cases a perceived risk of policy drift, have to be kept in mind. For the moment there is a co-ordinated policy within DG REGIO which is under development (with co-ordination so far at the level of the Director-General). However, this does not mean that DG REGIO has determined an optimal approach to macro-regions: on the contrary, DG REGIO is well aware that the differences in nature and capacity of different potential macro-regions will require quite distinct approaches and content of any strategies. 

Commissioner HÜBNER mentioned in her speech on the Baltic Sea strategy on the 24 June in Brussels that this strategy has generated great interest in Europe and that it has become an inspiration for other areas to develop similar strategies. According to Hübner, it still has to be decided whether the Commission will work on macro-regional level on a need-basis or whether it will start to set up a new scheme taking into consideration the already existing transnational cooperation programmes. But this would be a topic for the post-2013 discussions. 

Questions:

· What does the concept macro-region imply and who defines what a macro-region is? 

· Which stakeholders are involved? 

· How will these macro-regions be governed and implemented? 

· How can regions benefit from such strategies? 

· How are these strategies linked to the Structural Funds programmes? 

· Who and at which authority level in diverse policy areas should have the final ownership and responsibility of good governance?

· How to deal with non-EU member states involved in those macro-regions? 

· Can the principle of subsidiarity be applied to those macro-regions and if so how? (taking into consideration impact assessment and open-method of coordination). 

· Which lessons can be learned from the Baltic Sea Strategy? 

· Is this the beginning of a mega-regionalisation on European level? What are the future prospects? 

Other events on European level: 

- Ministerial Meeting in Stockholm 17- 18 September on Baltic Sea strategy and macro-regions

- In preparation of this Ministerial Meeting, the Commission will produce material on macro-regions strategy, which will include ideas of how to implement such a macro-region strategy

- The topic for discussion in Stockholm will also include the question of how structural funds could be used for this purpose
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