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EU Baltic Sea Strategy

Background paper 

(draft 10 August 09)



Introduction:

EU Member States requested the Commission to prepare an EU strategy for the Baltic Sea Region in December 2007. After a public online consultation launched by the Commission in November 2008 and various public debates, the Commission published a proposal for the Baltic Sea strategy on 10 June 2009 (Communication on the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region). 

Objectives:

- The strategy aims to identify and address the most immediate problems facing the Baltic Sea Region  (such as  poor transport links, barriers to trade, isolation of Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia in terms of energy supplies, strong pollution of Baltic Sea)

- It wants to revive the stagnating Baltic Sea Cooperation by means of a clear, coordinated and action-oriented strategy 

Target area - geographical scope: 

The strategy is primarily targeted at EU member states along the Baltic rim. (This includes Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Russia, Sweden).  Close cooperation is foreseen with Russia, Norway and Iceland. 

Policy: 

The Baltic strategy is structured around: pillars; priority areas; and projects and actions:

I) Based on consultation with national and regional governments, businesses, NGOs and academia the Commission identified in its Communication four key issues which constitute the pillars of this strategy: 

1) To enable a sustainable environment

2) To enhance the region's prosperity 

3) To increase accessibility and attractiveness

4) To ensure safety and security in the region  

II) Furthermore the Commission translated these key issues into 15 priority areas implemented through detailed actions set out in the Action Plan. 

II) Finally the commission identified 80 flagship projects which are interlinked with the priority areas set out in the Action Plan and which deliver beneficial, visible results to the Baltic Sea Region

 and its citizens.

Governance and implementation:

The Commission is proposing a governance mechanism at three levels: 

1) High Level Working Group at strategy level: 

The Commission plans to convene a High Level Working Group of Senior Officials from all Member States to consult with on the progress of the strategy. The intention is that the Group would meet regularly and  provide input and advice on the overall state of play.

2) Steering Group at priority area level:

The Commission foresees the creation of a Steering Group for each priority area, comprising of individual project and action leaders. Such Groups could meet a couple of times a year, with the aim of maintaining progress on that particular topic.*

3) Steering groups at project level:

At the project level, steering groups, made up of the partners involved in each project, are also envisaged. This will help to keep projects on track and on schedule.*

*For each priority area and for each flagship project a lead Member State or lead organisation is to be appointed. So far, the Commission has identified lead partners for all 15 priority areas and 50 of the 78 flagship projects.

Other governance aspects:

Overall coordination: The Commission is responsible for the overall co-ordination, monitoring and follow up of the Strategy.

Annual Forum: This will bring together all partners concerned with different aspects of the strategy

Relations with third countries: External pillar of the Baltic Sea Strategy - will be conducted within the framework of the Northern Dimension.

*Northern Dimension:

The Northern Dimension provides a common framework for the promotion of dialogue and concrete cooperation in Northern Europe between the European Union, Iceland, Norway and Russia. 

Budget: 

Between 2007 and 2013 the Baltic Sea Region will benefit from more than €50 billion of investment support under the Cohesion Policy and other EU funding, including 27€billion for improved accessibility, nearly 10€ billion for the environment, €6,7 billion for competitiveness and 697 million for security and risk prevention. 

Further institutional policy steps: 

The Strategy has now been passed formally to the Council for discussions. The intention is for the General Affairs Council to adopt conclusions on the Strategy in early autumn, which will be followed by European Council conclusions in October. That will constitute the formal green light for the

 Strategy. 

The Swedish Presidency is also setting up a Friends of the Baltic Sea Group to co-ordinate these discussions. Dialogue with the Parliament, the Committee of the Regions and the Economic and Social Committee will continue. 
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