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Introduction:

Since Romania and Bulgaria joined the EU in 2007, the Danube has become an internal EU waterway. As one of the “Trans-European corridors” it represents a priority axis for inland waterway traffic across the Union. The “Rhine-Danube" corridor provides a direct link between the North Sea and the Black Sea.

On 19 June, EU leaders gathered at a summit in Brussels requested the European Commission prepare a strategy for the Danube region by the end of 2010. This would then be adopted by the heads of state and government in the first half of 2011, under Hungarian EU presidency.

An EU strategy for the Danube area, was put forward by the Danube area interregional group of the Committee of the Regions (CoR) which unanimously elected Peter Straub, President of the Baden-Württemberg Landtag and AER Vice-President as its chairman on the 18 June 2009 in Brussels. 

Objectives:

- to improve Improving navigability of the river, in particular for cargo, 

- protect environment and fight pollution

- to promote economic development as well as culture and tourism activities 

- to improve desaster management (eg. flooding)  

Target area - geographical scope: 

The strategy would target member states such as Germany, Austria, Slovakia, Hungary, Romania and Bulgaria.

Policy priorities and policy development: 

The three main priorities likely to be at the core of the Danube strategy are:

1) transport

2) environment 

3) economic development.

Policy development: 

1) establishment of an inter-service group to ensure that attention is paid to all possible aspects of the strategy

2) naming of key contact persons at a high level in the Danube countries themselves

3) working out of priorities for Danube's regions and cities 

Governance and implementation:

Some forms of co-operation along the river exist already, such as the Working Community of the Danube Regions, the Danube Commission on Transport Issues or the environmentally-oriented International Commission for the Protection of the Danube River (ICPDR). 

The Danube area interregional group in the CoR was set up on 27 November 2008 at the suggestion of Landtag president Peter Straub as part of Baden-Württemberg's Danube initiative. It brings together regional and local representatives from regions along the Danube in Germany, Austria, Hungary, Slovakia, Romania and Bulgaria, as well as guest members from Croatia and Serbia. 

It is most likely that the Baltic Sea strategy is serving as a governance and implementation model for the Danube strategy. 
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