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Talk to me, Europe!

Debating European Communication

18-19 MARCH 2009

Representation of the Land of Baden-Württemberg

Rue Belliard 60 – 62, B - 1040 Brussels

background:

European integration needs democratic legitimacy and active involvement of European citizens. European citizens, local and regional authorities need European solutions in order to meet current global challenges.  But how can Europe and the citizen reconnect?
objectives:

· Exchange of experiences  in the field of institutional European communication 
· Create a platform and dialogue forum on decentralised communication 
· Provide insights and perspectives from Members of the European Parliament and other European institution representatives
· Collect information on the work of the European Ombudsman 
· Debate European decision making in the field of consumer protection
· Provide tips on how to work in the Brussels media scene
· Develop effective regional communication strategies
· Exchange best practice of regional communication projects

key questions: 

· How to raise awareness of European issues and decisions among the citizens?
· How to mobilise citizens for the upcoming elections?
· How to create trust into the European institutions?
· How can political institutions communicate European decision making efficiently?
· Which role do regions play in bridging the gap between Europe and the citizens? 
Organiser:
The Assembly of European Regions (AER) brings together 270 regions from the wider Europe, stretching from the Azores Islands of Portugal to Tartarstan in Russia, from Norrbotten in Sweden to the southern Italian region of Sicily. It’s these regions which are living out the practicalities of European integration on a daily basis. They form the building blocks of a grassroots Europe, co-operating with one another across national boundaries, implementing joint projects and identifying common solutions to shared problems. 

guiding idea: 

Why Regions matter in bridging the gap between Europe and the citizens:

· Proximity - regions have a high level of familiarity with local circumstances and mentalities which they can use to ensure that European polices relate to the realities on the ground. 

· Communication - regions can help to disseminate European information to the citizens, translating it into a language that citizens understand.

· Implementation – regions are responsible for the management of 70-80 per cent of EU policy and can therefore provide information to the European institutions about what works and what does not. 

· Participation - regional involvement in shaping European policy can lead to greater participation of citizens in European policy-making. 

· Legitimacy – regional governments have a democratic legitimacy among citizens and can bring this legitimacy into European governance and policy-making. 

· European construction - regions can work to build a European reality at a grassroots level through the development and implementation of joint projects. 
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