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4th AER Communicating Europe Award 2010

BRIEFING NOTE 

Introduction

We all know and have discussed it for many times now, regions are closer to citizens and have a better understanding of their needs than national governments do. It is the regions that are best suited to realising the “European idea” on the ground: they are - on the one hand - the point of reference for regional identity, and - on the other - the best promoter of a European identity. It is therefore one of our priorities as a regional network and information multiplier to communicate European issues to our citizens and to inform the European institutions about the concerns of our citizens. 

Main topics

In 2010 the AER Communicating Europe Award will be awarded in two categories:

1) Communicating the European Citizens' Initiative (ECI)

The European Citizens’ Initiative (ECI), introduced by the Lisbon Treaty, sets the frame for a new form of direct democracy and public participation in European Union policy shaping. It enables one million citizens who are nationals of a significant number of Member States to call directly on the European Commission to bring forward an initiative of interest to them in an area of EU competence. It is the first  transnational  direct  democratic  procedure  in European history which  will  put  the  citizens  on  an  equal  standing  with  the  EU Council  and  the  EU  Parliament regarding  the  right  to  start  legislative action  on  the  EU  level.   How to regional authorities communicate about it and its democratic benefits for its citizens? AER awards those regions which promote a citizen​ friendly  understanding  of  the  new  instrument, the ECI. 

2) Communicating received European funding

Regions benefit from various European funding schemes targeted at very different aspects of regional development. Through this funding regions are able to improve for example their infracstructure, health-care services or SME support. What do regions do in order to communicate this financial assistance to their citizens? What are the most effective ways of communicating European financial support schemes? 

Let us know what your region is doing and apply via this website!
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